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October 26 October 29 


El Rey Theatre Fonda Theatre Fonda Theatre 


PETER HOOK & THE LIGHT 
9/21 » Fonda Theatre 


THE VACCINES 9/22 » The Mayan 
MAN MAN 9/29 » Fonda Theatre 


SKY FERREIRA 
9/29 » El Rey Theatre 


PHOSPHORESCENT 
10/1 » El Rey Theatre 


TOM ODELL 10/9 » El Rey Theatre 


STEREOPHONICS 
sO) Meee nelater- Mi balstlans 
FRANK TURNER & 


THE SLEEPING SOULS 
sO) MP Som melaler- Mi Nalstlans 


THE DODOS 10/15 » El Rey Theatre 


SURFER BLOOD 
10/21 » El Rey Theatre 


ANDERS OSBORNE 
10/24 » El Rey Theatre 


WOODKID 
sO) Psoeoe colaler- Mi balsthune 
HE’S MY BROTHER, 


SHE’S MY SISTER 
10/26 » El Rey Theatre 


THE 1975 
11/1 » Fonda Theatre 


DESAPARECIDOS 
11/4 » Fonda Theatre 
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Amoeba Music’s discerning &  ~ 
knowledgeable experts (AKA, our staff) : 
have put their collective heads & ears 
together to bring you a biased & completely 
un-objective collection of . .. 


OUR FAVORITE 
NEW MUSIC 
& MOVIES! 








LIVE SHOWS 
AT AMOEBA! 


All three Amoeba stores host in-store performances, signings and DJ sets 
from your favorite artists every month! Visit AMOEBA.COM for the latest schedule 
including live webcasts from select shows! 


WELCOME TO 
AMOEBA Music 


The BIGGEST independent music & movie store in the world! 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie 
expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the 
most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural explorations. 





All Amoebites were asked to list their favorite releases from the 
past six months and beyond! We then had a team of experts 
decipher their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and compile 
the lists into this little book! 


We hope you find the results interesting and useful! 


; 
; 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY WAYNE SHELLABARGER ¢ WWW.WAYNESHELLABARGER.COM 


SOME HELPFUL HINTS: 


Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used 
means you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print 
and rare items that are ONLY available used! 


NEW items are designated with a white price tag. USED items have 

yellow, green or red price tags. “Red tags” indicate clearance items. 

All genres have clearance areas at the end of their respective used 

sections. CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, get the 
N fourth of least value for FREE! 
yw wa YX | 

JULIETA VENEGAS DEATH 


AMOEBA.COM 


Can't make it to the show? Visit AMOEBA.COM and check out our 
VIDEO AND PHOTO GALLERIES! They are constantly updated with videos, 
interviews and stills from our live in-store performances! look all around! 


oeeeoeoeoeeeeeee ds @ Happy RunTING! 
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More than just music! Check out our BOOKS and T-SHIRTS sections 
and pick-up magazines, headphones, turntables plus other gear and 
collectible items all around the store. 


Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra bargains which 
may not be represented in the above corresponding bin. There are 
tons of nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so be sure to 
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ROYCE HALL MUSIC HIGHLIGHTS 
Sat, Sep 28 


Keith Jarrett, Jack DeJohnette, 
Gary Peacock: 
50th Anniversary Tour 


CAP UCLA is dedicated to the 
ole Wel ale\-iaal-lalexolmidal-merolai-laalelelcelay, 


el-laxelgaaliaremelae-miamel|melisello)ial-coen Sat, Oct 5 
Dave Holland Prism and 


The John Scofield Uberjam Band 


Tue, Oct 8 

Goran Bregovic Wedding 
and Funeral Band: 
Champagne for Gypsies 


L a RS a 
| Ss TICKETS Thu, Oct 10 
, Vi ty Se@) \ BSN oe Od 


(ofolalex—yam aalel-j(ormJ ole) <-la me) ce mel are! 
idal-rehe—laxel-Mwi-1| ele —aal—icelialemel(elixel p 
(oXe} [fo] eXelcehu\\{-me] ale melge)-1-exe] ao) (onuxe) anal 
created by today’s leading artists. 


Idan Raichel Project 


CC 


Sat, Oct 12 

Robert Wilson, Philip Glass 
and Lucinda Childs Creating 
Einstein on the Beach 


Fri, Oct 18 
Ricky Skaggs & Bruce Hornsby 
with Kentucky Thunder 


Sat, Oct 26 
They Might Be Giants 


Fri, Nov 15 
Charles Lloyd & Friends 
featuring Bill Frisell 


Sat, Nov 16 
Chelsea Wolfe and Anna Calvi 


cap.ucla.edu 


ay 310 825 2101 


ad 
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A SAMPLING OF OUR 
FAVORITES BY GENRE 





Au Revoir Simone - 
Move In Spectrums (SLUMBERLAND) 


Bastille — Bad Blood (capitol) 


Belle & Sebastian — 
The Third Eye Centre (MATADOR) 


Camera Obscura — 
Desire Lines (4AD) 


David Bowie — The Next Day 
(COLUMBIA) 


David Lynch — The Big Dream 
(SACRED BONES) 


Deafheaven — Sunbather 
(DEATHWISH) 


Destruction Unit — Deep Trip 
(SACRED BONES) 


Elvis Costello & The Roots - 
Wise Up Ghost (8LUE NOTE) 


Empire of the Sun — [ce On 
The Dune (ASTRALWERKS) 


HAIM —- Days Are Gone (coLuMBIA) 


Julia Holter — Loud City Song 
(DOMINO) 





Kurt Vile — Wakin’ On A 
Pretty Daze (MATADOR) 


Minks — Tides End 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Nine Inch Nails - 
Hesitation Marks (COLUMBIA) 


No Age —- An Object (sus Por) 
OMD - English Electric (8c) 


Phoenix — Bankrupt! 
(GLASSNOTE) 


Phosphorescent — 
Muchacho (DEAD OCEANS) 


Portugal. The Man — 
Evil Friends (ATLANTIC) 


Primal Scream — More Light 
(INGROOVES) 


Queens Of The Stone Age - 
.«eLike Clockwork (MATADOR) 


Savages — Silence Yourself 
(MATADOR) 


Sigur Ros — Kveikur (x1) 


Tegan & Sara — Heartthrob 
(WARNER) 
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Thee Oh Sees — 
Floating Coffin (CASTLE FACE) 


Vampire Weekend - 
Modern Vampires Of The City 
(XL) 


Various Artists — 
After Dark Vol. 2 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 


Washed Out — Paracosm 
(SUB POP) 


Zola Jesus — Versions 
(SACRED BONES) 


HIP-HOP 
Earl Sweatshirt — Doris 
(COLUMBIA) 
First Light - 
Fallacy Fantasy 


(HIEROGLYPHICS IMPYRIUM) 


Ghostface Killah/Apollo 
Brown — Twelve Reasons 
To Die: Brown Tape 

(SOUL TEMPLE) 


J]. Cole — Born Sinner 
(COLUMBIA) 
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KA — The Night’s Gambit 
(IRON WORKS) 


Kanye West — Yeezus 
(DEF JAM) 
Quasimoto - 


Yessir Whatever 
(STONES THROW) 


Slum Village — Evolution 
(NE’ASTRA MUSIC) 


Statik Selektah — 
Extended Play 
(DUCK DOWN) 


Tony Touch — Piece Maker 3 
(12TH ST.) 


Ugly Heroes — Ugly Heroes 
(MELLO MUSIC) 


SOUL 


Charles Bradley — Victim of 
Love (DAPTONE) 


Chrisette Michele — 
Better (MOTOWN) 


India.Arie — Songversation 
(MOTOWN) 


Lady — Lady (TRUTH 2 SOUL) 


Mayer Hawthorne -— 
Where Does This Door Go 
(REPUBLIC) 


Merry Clayton -— 
The Best of Merry Clayton 
(SONY LEGACY) 


Various Artists — 

Hall of Fame Volume 2: 
More Rare and Unreleased 
Gems From the 

FAME Vaults (KENT) 


Various Artists — 


The South Side Of Soul Street: 


The Minaret Soul Singles 
1967-1976 (OMNIVORE) 


AlunaGeorge - Body Music 
(VAGRANT) 


Janelle Monae — The Electric 
Lady (BAD BOY) 


ELECTRONIC 


The Ashpodells — Ruled By 
Passion Destroyed By Lust 
(ROTTERS GOLF CLUB) 


Boards Of Canada - 
Tomorrow’s Harvest (warp) 


Chico Mann - 
Magical Thinking 
(SOUNDWAY) 


Close — Getting Closer (k7) 
Disclosure — Settle (INTERSCOPE) 


Dj Sprinkles —- 
Where Dancefloors Stand Still 
(MULE MUSIQ) 


Function —/ncubation 
(OSTGUT) 


Juan Atkins/Moritz 
Von Oswald — Borderland 
(TRESOR) 


Matias Aguayo - The Visitor 
(COMEME) 


Maxmillion Dunbar - 
House of Woo 
(RVNG INTERNATIONAL) 


Psychemagik — Magik Sunrise 
(LENG) 


The Knife — Shaking The 
Habitual (Mute) 


Thundercat — Apocalypse 
(BRAINFEEDER) 


Various Artists — 

We love... Detroit 

(Compiled By Derrick May & 
Jimmy Edgar) 

(WE LOVE RECORDINGS) 


JAZZ 


Alex Sipiagin — 
Overlooking Moments 
(CRISS CROSS) 


Ben Goldberg — 
Unfold Ordinary Mind 
(BAG PRODUCTION) 


Bill Frisell — Big Sur (OKEH) 


Cecile McLorin Salvant — 
Womanchild (MACK AVENUE) 


David Binney -— Lifted Land 
(CRISS CROSS) 


David Murray Infinity 
Quartet w/Macy Gray - 
Be My Monster Love 
(MOTEMA) 


Gary Peacock / Marilyn 
Crispell — Azure (Ec) 


Jacky Terrasson -— Gouache 
(SUNNYSIDE) 


John Scofield - 
Uberjam Deux (DECCA) 


Jonathan Finlayson & 
Sicilian Defense - 
Moment & the Message 
(PI) 

Larry Coryell - 

The Lift (wide Hive) 


Marc Ribot’s Ceramic 
Dog — Your Turn 
(NORTHERN SPY) 


Robert Hurst — Bob: 
a Palindrome (BeEBos) 


The (Steve) Swallow Quintet 
Into the Woodwork — Watt 
(ECM) 


COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 
Kacey Musgraves -— 


Same Trailer, Different Park 
(MERCURY) 


Chance — In Search 
(PARADISE OF BACHER) 
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Jitar 
Center 


BRING THIS COUPON 
IN TO RECEIVE 


0% 
OFF 


ANY SINGLE ITEM 
(UP TO $500) 
ill 


| | 
10226 


3 


LMAMWL 15 


Coupon is redeemable in-store at stores 
listed below with valid barcode only. 


2 


Guitar Center Hollywood 
7425 Sunset Blvd. 
Hollywood, CA 90046 
(323) 874-1060 


Guitar Center Sherman Oaks 
14209 Ventura Blvd. 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 
(818) 990-8332 


Guitar Center West Los Angeles 
10831 West Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90064 
(310) 475-0637 


*10% off any single-item product purchases made at store’s Guaranteed 
Lowest Price. Maximum discount is $500. Not to be used in conjunction 
with any other coupons, promotions or offers. No cash value, Excludes 
used, clearance, price matches, scratch & dent, vintage equipment, gift 
cards and musician services (Pro Coverage, GC Garage, GC Studios). 
Some manufacturers have chosen not to participate in this promotion; 
they may be found at guitarcenter.com/CouponExclusions. Valid 
in-store at Guitar Center Holywood Sherman Oaks and West LA only. 
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Chris Thile — Bach: Sonatas 
& Partitas Vol. I (NONESUCH) 


Don Rigsby — Doctor’s Orders: 
A Tribute to Ralph Stanley 
(REBEL) 


Grits & Glamour 
(Pam Tillis / Lorrie Morgan) -— 
Dos Divds (RED RIVER) 


Guy Clark -— My Favorite 
Picture of You (DUALTONE) 


Neko Case — The Worse 
Things Get, The Harder 
I Fight, The Harder | Fight, 
The More I Love You (AntT--) 


Pistol Annies — Annie Up 
(RCA) 


Simone Dinnerstein & 
Tift Merritt — Night 
(SONY MASTERWORKS) 


Steve Earle & the Dukes 
(& Duchesses) — 

The Low Highway 

(NEW WEST) 


The Handsome Family -— 
Wilderness (CARROT TOP) 


Various Artists — 

The Big E: A Salute to 

Steel Guitarist Buddy Emmons 
(WARNER NASHVILLE) 


Woods Brothers — Muse 
(+180 RECORDS) 


FOLK 


Various Artists — Sing Me 
the Songs: Celebrating the 
Works of Kate McGarrigle 
(NONESUCH) 


Anais Mitchell & 
Jefferson Hamer - 
Child Ballads (WiLDERLAND) 


Aoife O’Donovan -— Fossils 
(YEP ROC) 


June Tabor / lain Ballamy / 
Huw Warren — Quercus 
(ECM) 


Scott Key — This Forest & 
The Sed (LION PRODUCTIONS) 


Slaid Cleaves — Still Fighting 
the War (Music ROAD) 


Tom Rush - Celebrates 
50 Years of Music (APPLESEED) 


Various Artists — 
Imaginational Anthem 

Vol. 6: Origins of American 
Primitive Guitar 

(TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Various Artists — 

Turn Me Loose: Outsiders 
of “Old-Time” Music 
(TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Various Artists - 

Woody Guthrie at 100! 
Live at the Kennedy Center 
(SONY LEGACY) 


BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


Frank Bey w/the Anthony 
Paule Band — You Don’t Know 
Nothing (BLUE DOT) 


Hot 8 Brass Band — Tombstone 
(TRU THOUGHTS) 


HowellDevine — Jumps, 
Boogies & Wobbles 
(ARHOOLIE) 


Irma Thomas — [n Between 
Tears (ALIVE) 


Ivan Neville’s Dumpstaphunk 
— Dirty Word (LOUISIANA RED HOT) 


Jimmy “Duck” Holmes — 
All Night Long (wo tr) 


Jimmy McCracklin - 
Blues Blasters Boogie: 
Selected Classic Sides 
1946-1955 (sp) 


Kermit Ruffins — 
We Partyin’ Traditional Style 
(BASIN STREET) 


Lurrie Bell — Blues in My Soul 
(DELMARK) 


Various Artists — 

Boppin’ By the Bayou Again 
(ACE) 

Various Artists — 

Bluesin’ By the Bayou (AcE) 


WORLD 


Ali Mohammed Birra - 
Ethiopiques 28: Great 
Oromo Music (BUDA) 


Bombino — Nomad 
(NONESUCH) 


Buika — La Noche Mas Larga 
(WEA LATINA) 


Chucho Valdes & the 
Afro-Cuban Messengers -— 
Border-Free (JAZZ VILLAGE) 


Joyce (Moreno) -— Tudo 
(FAR OUT) 


Kayhan Kalhor / Erdal 
Erzincan — Kula Kulluk 
Yakisir Mi (ecm) 


La Santa Cecilia — Treinta Dias 
(VENEMUSIC) 


Viene De Mi — Viene De Mi 
(ZZK) 


Los Amigos Invisibles — 
Repeat After Me (NACIONAL) 


Natalia Lafourcade — 
Mujer Divina (Rca) 


Samba Toure -— Albala 
(GLITTERBEAT) 


Various Artists — 

Greek Rhapsody: Instrumental 
Music from Greece 1905-1956 
(DUST TO DIGITAL) 


Various Artists — ;Asi Kotama! 
The Flutes of Otavalo, Ecuador 
(SMITHSONIAN / FOLKWAYS) 


nee 


CREE EEEAK 


~~ 
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Various Artists — Saoco! Vol. 2 
(VAMPISOUL) 


Various Artists — Daora: 
Underground Sounds of 
Urban Brasil (MA\s uM Discos) 


Various Artists — 
C’est Chic! French Girl Singers 
of the 1960s (AcE) 


Various Artists — 
Tres Chic! More French Girl 
Singers of the 1960s (AcE) 


Various Artists —- 
Funk Globo: The Sound Of 
Neo Baile (mr. BONGO) 


Various Artists — Kenya Special 


(SOUNDWAYS) 


Various Artists — 
Sergio George Presents 
Salsa Giants (RCA) 


CLASSICAL 


Esprit Des Balkans 
Featuring Jordi Savall/Hesperion XXI 
(ALLA VOX) 


ia John Cage — Variations V 
Featuring The Merce Cunningham 
Dance Company 

(MODE RECORDS) 


Michael Daugherty — 

Mount Rushmore 

Featuring Paul Jacobs, Pacific 
Symphony Orchestra, Carl St. Clair 
(NAXOS) 
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Gustav Mahler - 
Symphony No. 9 
Featuring Gustavo Dudamel 
(DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 


Emerson Quartet — 
Journeys: Tchaikovsky, 
Schonberg 

(MASTERWORKS) 


John Potter/The Dowland 
Project — Night Sessions 
(ECM) 


Jonas Kaufmann —- Wagner 
(DECCA) 


Valentina Lisitsa — Rachmani- 
noff: The Piano Concertos 
(DECCA) 


Lutoslawski: The Symphonies 
Featuring Esa-Pekka Salonen, 
Los Angeles Philharmonic 
(MASTERWORKS) 


Zarebski: Piano Quintet; 
Zelenski: Piano Quartet 
Featuring Jonathan Plowright, 
Szymanowski Quartet (HYPERION) 


Stravinsky: Le Sacre Du 
Printemps (Rite of Spring) 
Featuring Leonard Bernstein, 
New York Philharmonic Orchestra 


(MASTERWORKS) 

Van Cliburn — Complete 

(MASTERWORKS) 
EXPERIMENTAL 


Aaron Dilloway - 
Modern Jester (HANSON) 


Fuck Buttons — Slow Focus 
(ATP) 


lasos — Celestial Soul Portrait 
(NUMERO) 


The Invisible Hands — 
The Invisible Hands (ABDUCTION) 


Nurse With Wound/Graham 
Bowers — Pardde (RED WHARF) 


The Taj Mahal Travellers — 
July 15, 1972 (BamBoc) 


Various Artists — 

An Anthology of Noise & 
Electronic Music Vol. 7 
(SUB ROSA) 


William Basinski/Richard 


Chartier — Aurora Liminalis 
(LINE) 


Yoshi Wada - 
Singing In Unison (Em) 


METAL 


Altar of Plagues - 
Teethed Glory & Injury 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Antediluvian — LOGOS 
(NUCLEAR WAR NOW!) 


Autopsy - 
The Headless Ritual 
(PEACEVILLE) 


Bone Sickness — 
Alone in the Grave 
(20 BUCK SPIN) 


Church of Misery — 
Thy Kingdom Scum 
(METAL BLADE/RISE ABOVE) 


Cultes Des Ghoules — 
Henbane (HELL'S HEADBANGERS) 


Darkthrone - 
The Underground Resistance 
(PEACEVILLE) 


impious Baptism - 
Wrath of the Apex Predator 
(HELL'S HEADBANGERS) 


Kylesa — Ultraviolet 
(SEASON OF MIST) 


Portal — Vexovoid 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Satan — Life Sentence 
(LISTENABLE) 


Seven Sisters of Sleep -— 
Opium Morals (4389) 


Vhol - Vhol 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


bITCANDY 


INDIE MUSIC FILTER 


l. 
Visit Bittandy.com 


2, 
Submit New Artists 


3. 
Get Credit (and Paid) 


for your Discovery 
(if we LOVE if). 


Try BitGandy's Curator 
Program, a hand 
picked Music Filter for 
Indie, Indie Pop, Chill 
Out and Electronic. 


www.BitCandy.com 
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OLDIES 


Dream —- Get Dreamy 
(SHADOKS) 


Elvis Presley — Elvis at Stax 
(SONY LEGACY) 


Honey Ltd. — The Complete 
LHI Recordings (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


Lee Hazlewood -—- 
Trouble is a Lonesome Town 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


Tandyn Almer - 
Along Comes Tandyn 
(SUNDAZED) 


Various Artists — Piccadilly 
Sunshine Part Twelve (particLes) 


Various Artists — 
Keb Darge & Little Edith’s 


Legendary Wild Rockers Vol. 3 


(BBE) 


COMEDY 


Andy Kaufman - 
Andy & His Grandmother 
(DRAG CITY) 


Bob Saget — 


That’s What P?m Talking About 


(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Brian Posehn — The Fartist 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Craig Ferguson - I’m Here 
To Help (NEW WAVE DYNAMICS) 
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Maria Bamford — Ask Me 
About My New God! 
(COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Moshe Kasher — 
Live in Oakland 
(NEW WAVE DYNAMICS) 


Richard Pryor — No Pryor 
Restraint: Life In Concert 
(SHOUT FACTORY!) 


The Lonely Island — 
The Wack Album 
(UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 


Tig Notaro — Live 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


REGGAE 


Alborosie — Sound The System 
(GREENSLEEVES) 


Bobby Kalphat & the Sunshot 
All Stars - Zion Hill 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Dub Club — Foundation Come 
Again (STONES THROW) 


Joe Higgs — Unity Is Power 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Linval Thompson & 

The Revolutionaries — 

Boss Man Dub: The Lost 1979 
Dub Album (HOT MILK) 


Morgan Heritage - 
Here Come The Kings vp) 


Protoje — The & Year Affair 
(DON CORLEON) 


Sizzla — The Messiah vp) 


Various Artists — Reggae Gold 
2013 vp) 


Wayne Marshall - Tru Colours 
(GHETTO YOUTHS INTERNATIONAL REGGAE) 








Coliseum — Sister Faith 
(TEMPORARAY RESIDENCE) 


Defeater — Letters Home 
(BRIDGE NINE) 


Iron Lung — White Glove Test 
(IRON LUNG) 


Nails — Abandon All Life 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 


Pissed Jeans — Honeys 
(SUB POP) 


Rudimentary Peni - 
Cacophony (OUTER HIMALAYAN) 


Texas Is The Reason — 
Do you Know Who You Are? 


(REVELATION) 

The Rival Mob - Mob Justice 

(REVELATION) 
SOUNDTRACKS 


Cliff Martinez — 
Only God Forgives (MiLAN) 


David Carbonara — 
Mad Men: On The Rocks 
(SILVA AMERICA) 


Explosions In The Sky - 
Prince Avalanche 
(TEMPORARY RESIDENCE) 


Marco Beltrami — 
World War Z 
(WARNER BROTHERS) 


Mike Patton — The Place 
Beyond The Pines (MiLAN) 


Original Broadway Cast - 
Kinky Boots 
(MASTERWORKS) 


Ryan Amon - Elysium 
(VARESE SARABANDE) 


Various Artists — Boardwalk 
Empire Vol. 2: Music from the 
HBO Series (aBkco) 


Various Artists — 
The Great Gatsby 
(WATER TOWER) 


Various Artists — Trance 
(UME/UNIVERSAL) 


Various Artists — 
The Source Family 
(DRAG CITY) 


Various Artists — 
The World?’s End (askco) 


Various Artists — 
20 Feet From Stardom 
(COLUMBIA) 


DVDS & BLU-RAY 


MUSIC DYDS 


Anthony Braxton/ 

Taylor Ho Bynum - 
Duo (Amherst) 2010 

(FIREHOUSE 12) 


Bill Frisell — The Disfarmer 
Project (LA HUIT) 


The Eagles — History Of 
The Eagles (capitol) 


Frank Zappa -— 
A Token of His Extreme 
(EAGLE ROCK) 


Ginger Baker - 
Beware of Mr. Baker 
(VIVENDI) 


Graham Parker & 
The Rumour — This Is Live 
(SHOUT FACTORY!) 
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You Like... 


IWWNet (ol 
FLUTE 


NOV 23—DEC 15 Mozart 


TIX FROM $19 


see THE TRAILER ar 
Xo) J -7-Mece) VAT mens = 


[EWEEKLY 


MEDIA 
SPONSOR 


° Enter to WIK 


tickets now through Nov 11 
Amoehba.com/LAOpera 
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Nirvana — Live & Loud (GEFFEN) 


Paul McCartney & Wings - 
Rockshow (EAGLE ROCK) 


Rolling Stones - 
Crossfire Hurricance 
(EAGLE VISION) 


The Sugarhill Gang — 
I Want My Name Back 
(IMAGE) 


Various Artists — 
The Dutch Woodstock (1970) 
(GONZO) 


TV 


Bates Motel-Season | 
Community-Season 4 
Doctor Who-Seventh Series 
Elementary-Season I 
Girls-Season 2 

Grimm Season 2 
Hannibal-Season I! 
Homeland-Season 2 
Luther-Season 3 
Nashville-Season I 
Portlandia-Season 3 


Tales Of The City- 
20th Anniversary Edition 


The Newsroom - Season [| 


Walking Dead-Season 3 


DOCUMENTARY 


20 Feet From Stardom 


Don’t Stop Believin’: 
Everyman’s Journey 


Stories We Tell 
The Central Park Five 
The Source Family 


DRAMA / 
COMEDY 


Frances Ha 
Medium Cool 
Movie 43 

The Great Gatsby 
The Iceman 

This Is The End 
To The Wonder 


ACTION / 
MYSTERY 
Blood 
Iron Man 3 
Mud 


Olympus Has Fallen 
Only God Forgives 
The Place Beyond The Pines 


SCI-FI / 
HORROR/ 


CULT / 
FANTASY 


Freaked 

Pacific Rim 

Star Trek Into Darkness 
The Uninvited [Criterion] 
World War Z 


FOREIGN 
Boy 
Pieta 
Drug War 
BLU-RAY 


Devil’s Backbone [Criterion] 
Ishtar 

Safety Last! [Criterion] 
Sword & The Stone 


The Earrings of 
Madame De [Criterion] 


The Fog: 
Collector’s Edition 


The Howling: 
Collector’s Edition 


The Little Mermaid 
The Wizard of Oz 3D 


CLASSIES / 
MUSICALS 


China Gate 

Hell’s Half Acre 

Lord Of The Flies 

The Mask of Dimitrios 
Things To Come 

Viva Zapata! 


ANIMATION/ 
KIDS 


Adventure Time: 
Season Two 


Regular Show: 
Season One & Two 


Robot Chicken: 
Season Six 
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ACH HOTEL 
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COMING SOON 


acehotel.com 





BERKELEY 





BILLY 


Used Buyer, 45 Pricer, 
Tape Slinger 


Sanity Muffin 

"Tis the season for road trips, BBQs and back- 
yard boogaloos, and no way better to set your 
summer soundtracks than some tasty tapes on 
Oakland’s own Sanity Muffin! They have been 
pumping out the goods lately, and there’s lots 
of gems especially for synth lovers right now. 
They have just reissued John Berry’s first two 
cassette albums from ’82/’83, this UK based 
analog maniac made all his own gear back then 
and the sounds he creates are magical, if you 
like JD Emmanuel or Klaus Shulze these are for 
you! Then there’s SF Bay Area-based Pauline 
Anna Strom’s gentle synth scapes, perfect for 
early morning meditations or late-night stress 
relief. Dont forget the dark brooning eerie 
sounds of one-man black metal artist Moevot, 
the early ’80s Cabaret Voltaire-ish scrapes of 
Starlite Coffins and a minimalist mastermind 
reissue by La Monte Young ... plus many many 
more! Come see our awesome NEW cassette 
tape section))) 


Botanist — Mandragora 

(THE FLENSER) 

Amazing post-black metal made with hammered 
dulcimer! Dark and captivating with lyrics about 
plants and their beauties. Nothing sounds quite 
like it, and there’s beautiful artwork on the 
cover. This time available on vinyl too! sniff the 


pollen))) 





Naked Lights — Chime Grove 
(ADAGIO830) 

Oakland’s own Naked Lights have been releasing 
private press tapes since 2008, but this marks 
their first vinyl release, and it’s a great introduc- 
tion to the band. They serve up an eclectic mix 
with the songs ranging from short arpegiated 
synth lines and snappy drum machines a la 
Crispy Ambulance to lock-and-loaded basslines 
and syncopated tight drum patterns a la Liq- 
uid Liquid. Tight post-punk and minimal synth 
infusions through a cosmic California looking 
glass))) Live you can expect a full on assault with 
dueling guitars in the forefront and a rhythm 
section that will set you free! All headed by a 
new frontwoman giving them a slightly Slits or 
Kleenex Girls kinda vibe, one of our favorite lo- 
cal bands right now! 


ia Happy People: A Year in the 
Taiga (2010) — Directed by 


Werner Herzog 

Amazing documentary on the indigenous people 
living in the harsh land of Bakhtia, the heart of 
the Siberian Taiga. Follow men through the cold 
snowy woods, battling the elements just to trap 
food and stay warm.A testament of the human 
will, with wilderness skills bred in so deep you 
will be in total awe. The things these guys can do 
with just an axe and a net is mind boggling. All 
comfortably narrated by Werner Herzog. 


Morton Feldman — Rothko 


Chapel / Why Patterns? 

Featuring UC Berkeley Chamber 
Chorus / California EAR unit 

Possibly the most beautiful and timeless piece 
of music ever made. Composed as a tribute to 
friend and painter Mark Rothko in 1971. Both 
were innovators in abstract art and explorers 
of the “mystery of perception” within their art. 
The use of time, color in sound, memory and 
subtle elegance combine together for a near- 
holy experience. 


Conrad Schnitzler — 


Recent Reissues 

(M=MINIMAL, BUREAU B, FORCED EXPOSURE) 
With the recent passing of this German elec- 
tronic music pioneer and synth wizard, an on- 
slaught of new reissues of his music have been 
pressed to vinyl. You may know his name from 
the band Kluster or his earlier work with Tan- 
gerine Dream, but a majority of his musical out- 
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put was solo work or in close collaborations. 
There’s almost dozens to choose from, but Con- 
rad & Sohn, Con 3, Convex and Con ’84 are great 
places to start. 


Tip: 
*Listen to a favorite RECORD on headphones ... 


CASEY 


Hi folks, my first son, Calvin, was born in 
April. Due to these new responsibilities, 
| have not listened to as much new 
music as | would like ... 
However, | have spent a lot of time 
picking out older music | like that, 
hopefully, my newborn son will sleep to! 
Therefore, the first half of this list is new 
stuff | like and the second half (with 
asterisks by the titles) is older stuff that 
Calvin and | can both agree on, so it’s 
stuff | feel like you should definitely own! 


MX-80 Sound — Hard Attack 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

| heard that Bruce Anderson (guitar and driv- 
ing force behind this album) said that this is ex- 
actly how he always wanted this album to sound 
(original release, 1977). That is fair because the 
sound quality of this version is superior to any 
that | have heard and the first thing that is ap- 
parent with this mix is that this is five guys that 
are in “The Zone!” Husker Du’s two albums 
from 1985 are the only things | can think of that 
compare to this on the level of inspired play- 
ing and a group of musicians that have all played 
these songs together A LOT! These gentlemen 
go from punk to free jazz to funk in one song 
like it was nothing ... listen closely and you will 
be rewarded. Bruce Anderson’s guitar playing is 
monstrous, any guitarist could, and should, learn 
a thing or two. | would be willing to bet that 
Stephen Malkmus heard this album a few times 
as a young man, because Pavement (intentionally 
or not) owe a strong debt to the MX-80 Sound. 
Don’t miss out on this fantastic reissue of an 
overlooked gem! Only on vinyl, but by the time 
you read this the CD version with, like, 20 bonus 
tracks should be out! 


Bleached — Ride Your Heart 
(DEAD OCEANS) 

’'m kind of a sucker for female-fronted rock 
bands. Bleached is the Clavin sisters from Mika 
Miko trimming the sharp edges off their former 
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band and bringing the pop hooks. Mika Miko 
was an awesome punk band and Bleached is an 
awesome pop/punk band that has that Blondie, 
1960s girl group melodies combined with post- 
punk sound. These girls are dope, and this album 
has my favorite song of the year: “Dead In Your 
Head.” Don’t miss this album! 


Sonny & The Sunsets — 


Antenna To The Afterworld 
(POLYVINYL) 

Sonny Smith has never disappointed me. Get 
with the program, the man is brilliant, particu- 
larly when he is working with The Sunsets. Each 
album is different yet unmistakably his. Sonny 
brings the epitome of garage rock, yet flavored by 
whatever kind of weird shit he is going through 
that year. Last year’s record was a country-rock 
album that was inspired by a tragic breakup (and 
a great album). This one is a R. Stevie Moore/ 
Cleaners From Venus-styled bedroom rocker 
inspired by the terrible murder of their close 
friend Esme Barrera and Mr. Smith’s apparent 
psychic abilities. If you dig off-kilter yet catchy 
music, you should probably get with Sonny and 
The Sunsets! Thank me later. 


Sonny & The Sunsets — 


Tomorrow Is Alright* 

(POLYVINYL) 

This is the first album | played for my son when 
we got home from the hospital. | think he liked it 
because he didn’t scream at me the whole time 
it was on. In fact he slept until it was time to flip 
the record, then he screamed until | flipped it 
and he went back to sleep. Highly recommend- 
ed! All the albums that have an asterisk after the 
title are not new albums and are part of my list 
for parents to enjoy with their kids, the only cri- 
teria being that they meet the standard set by 
this album (no screaming) and the fact that they 
are awesome. Please listen to them even if you 
don’t have kids! This is Sonny Smith’s first full- 
length with The Sunsets from 2009 and is full of 
melodic, happy and very catchy garage rock. One 
of my all time favorites! 


The Velvet Underground - 


The Velvet Underground* 

(VERVE) 

| really don’t think | should have have to explain 
why The Velvet Underground’s third album (not 
the one with Nico) is such a great album for 
parents and kids ... If you have heard it you al- 
ready know, if not, you need to stop reading this 
IMMEDIATELY and go buy it (whether you have 
kids or not)! It’s a beautiful album for all ages, 
hell, | bet your grandma would love it too! 


Paul & Linda McCartney - 


Ram* (HEAR MUSIC) 

These songs are essentially nursery rhymes set 
to grown-up backing music. No disrespect to 
Macca, but these melodies are so pretty that 
they are perfect to rock the baby to sleep to 
and also make Mommy & Daddy happy. Highly 
recommended to all music fans. 


Tip: 

Really? You still buy coffee at Starbucks? You buy music 
there too?!?! You should be ashamed of yourself ... When 
you find yourself in the Kono/Uptown neighborhood and 
in need of a caffeinated beverage, check out Black Spring 
Coffee at 2930 Telegraph and then head on down to 
Econojam Records just a few blocks away. Support Local 
Businesses! You can’t go wrong.And two great record 
labels that just happen to be local are Sanity Muffin and 
Superior Viaduct. They are both putting out extremely vital 
music and if you don’t have anything by them you are 
doing yourself a terrible disservice. Don’t know where to 
start? Ask your friendly Amoeba employee! 


NONOVAN 


Acid King — IIT (KREATION) 
SF doom stoner, perfect for riding through the 
apocalypse. 


Brain Failure — American 
Dreamer (THORP) 

This band is Rancid if they had grown up in Bei- 
jing instead of the East Bay. | wish | found out 
about them when I| was 16, not pushing 30. 


Municipal Waste — The Fatal 


Feast (NUCLEAR BLAST) 

These guys know how to party, and put out con- 
sistently great albums ... if you ask for anything 
more, you're a jerk! 


Graf Orlock — Doombox vviTRIOL) 
Super solid album, comes with a discography 
CD and the best packaging I’ve ever seen. 


Electric Wizard — Witchcult 


Today (CANDLELIGHT) 
Drugs are bad! However, if you’re going to use 
them, do it to this album. 


ii God Bless America (2012) - 
Bobcat Goldthwait 


Bobcat has really blossomed into a fine young 
gentleman, and has a better sense of what this 
country really needs than any politician. 





ia Songs from the Second Floor 
(2004) - Directed by 


Roy Andersson 

We just don’t make movies like this in the US. 
Great conversation piece when you need to im- 
press art school girls. Seriously though, it’s amaz- 
ing and beautiful. 


Karma Sutra — The Daydreams 


of a Production Line Worker 
(PARADOXICAL) 

Probably the best peace punk album ever re- 
corded. If you have a copy and want to sell it, 
come by the store and find me. 


FYP -— Incomplete Crap & 


Incomplete Crap Vol. 2 (RECESS) 
Grade school punk forever! 


FE. LIT 


Still Hatin’ in the Bay 


Sapient — Slump (CAMOBEAR) 

After seven self-produced solo rap albums and 
Lord knows how many beat credits to his name, 
Sapient has finally decided to skip out on the 
MCing altogether in order to craft one hell of 
an indie pop masterpiece. Slump is what hap- 
pens when someone grinds so hard in the hip 
hop scene that they get bored of it, and the 
results are pretty exhilarating. Granted, Sapient 
has been doing the pop singing thing for quite 
a while now, often ending his solo albums and 
his Sandpeople crew albums on a rock-related 
note. But this is the first time he’s taken the ap- 
proach and applied it to an entire full length al- 
bum, and the new direction really allows Sapient 
to explore his beat-making in greater depth. This 
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album represents his finest production to date, 
with beats so strong that it’s easy to roll with 
the cocky attitude and tongue-in-cheek nature 
of the singing. Sapient spends his time getting 
nerdy about rocketships, describing the mortar- 
based diets of monsters, and singing some of 
the sweetest ballads about beating people down 
with baseball bats you’ll ever hear.Very fun, very 
catchy and very original stuff. The LP version of 
the album features some exclusive songs on it 
too, for you record nerds. 


Billy Woods — Dour Candy 
(BACKWOODZ STUDIOZ) 

2013 marks the year that NY producer Block- 
head started meddling with rap music again, 
reaching out to a number of MCs whose work 
he appreciated and offering to collaborate with 
them. This has already spawned some excel- 
lent work with Illogic and an upcoming EP with 
Open Mike Eagle, but the strongest of the col- 
laborations thus far is definitely this new album 
from Billy Woods. Mr. Woods has stirred quite 
a bit of buzz in recent years as a part of the 
Super Chron Flight Brothers and as a solo art- 
ist, with his 2012 release History Will Absolve 
Me appearing in just about every rap bloggers’ 
album of the year lists. While I’ve appreciated 
Billy Woods’ abrasive styles of rapping in the 
past, Dour Candy is the first album of his that 
| can say | straight-up love from start to finish. 
Blockhead’s slow-moving layered instrumentals 
are just the perfect complement to Billy Woods’ 
thick drawl and exceptional lyrics, highlighting 
his style with a polish unprecedented in previ- 
ous Billy Woods works.Aesop Rock even shows 
up to drop a verse on the song “Tumbleweed,” 
though the guest artist that stands out the most 
is Woods’ long-time N.Y. rap fam Elucid, whose 
ferocity shines on songs like “Redacted.” This 
album is such a brilliant piece of work that I’ve 
been forced to limit the number of times | play 
it per day so that | can give other music a shot. | 
only hope that Billy Woods and Blockhead real- 
ize how special their pairing is here and con- 
tinue to craft great albums together as a duo, on 
some Killer Mike & EI-P shit. 


Sunspot Jonz & Boac - 
Skywalkers (SELF-RELEASED) 


Can’t say | ever thought I’d be writing an Amoeba 
Recommends review for a Sunspot Jonz album, 
but here it is. The best Sunspot Jonz solo album 
ever released, and by far my favorite work of 
his. This album is a major success, thanks to the 
excellent beat work from San Francisco’s own 
Boac, who completely outdoes himself on the 
production tip and delivers a very creative ar- 
rangement of synth-driven sounds for Sunspot 


to get weird over. These two have a vibrant cre- 
ative energy about them that reminds me of the 
C.R.A.C. album that Blu and Ta’Raach dropped 
back in 2008, and | definitely fucks with this kind 
of fun leftfield party music. Skywalkers runs 19 
tracks deep and is loaded with great cuts, from 
the happy upbeat sounds of “Smiling” to the 
funk-laced claim to Oakland “The 

Creator.’ Sunspot Jonz_balanc- 
es out his aggressive rapping 
with strange pop numbers 
like “Fooly Booly” and “I’m 
Always Going to Find You,“ 
and his style becomes easier 
to listen to and appreciate in 
context. Hip hop heads needn't 
worry though, since he still finds 
the time to spit some dope verses 
about handing out wack rapper tick- 
ets and thugging folks out at the DMV. 
Entertaining from beginning to end. 
Even Z-Man’s voicemail skit will get you 
hitting the rewind button. 


Prolyphic & Buddy Peace 


— Working Man (stRANGE 
FAMOUS) 

One of the most thoughtfully written hip 
hop albums of 2013, hands down. Working 
Man is more than just Prolyphic’s take on 
working class people and the stresses they 
endure. It’s a deeply personal ac- 
count of Prolyphic’s own life 
over the course of the last cou- 
ple of years, relayed in a way 
that is both political and easy 
to relate to. Prolyphic takes 
jabs at powerful institutions 
like banks and pharmaceutical 
companies that have endangered 
the lives of his own family, even re- 
laying the story of a business that his 
father lost in a Rhode Island flood and 
how he had no insurance to rebuild it with. 
He also gives you a window into his soul as an 
artist, describing the way he was raised on clas- 
sic blues music and how it’s impossible to get 
people’s attention in the music industry with- 
out a live hand grenade in your mouth. Backing 
Prolyphic’s heated manifestos is U.K. producer 
Buddy Peace, who delivers some of the nastiest 
drums heard on a hip hop album this year. The 
breaks on this thing are damn crazy, pounding 
away with a relentless rawness reminiscent of 
hip hop’s distant past. There’s a clear chemistry 
in the way Prolyphic and Buddy Peace work to- 
gether, which is impressive considering the long 
distance separating these two. Pass on the stale 
bread, pick this up instead. 






























Gajah & Mute Speaker — 
On & Offspring (AciD Las) 


Speaking of successful long-distance collabora- 
tions, this pairing of LA rapper Gajah and Brigh- 
ton producer Mute Speaker has one of the most 
original sounds of any indie hip hop album re- 
leased this year. Gajah has been honing his style 
as part of Project Blowed’s high caliber chop rap 
group Acid Reign’for many years now, and 
this latest release of his is my favorite proj- 
ect from him to date. Gajah’s dexterous de- 
livery and smart lyrics work wonders over 
Mute Speaker’s strange spacey electronic 
production, which jitters and echoes under 
Gajah’s verses. The project embraces an off- 
kilter strangeness that’s refreshing, with scat- 
tered sounds and tactical styles that are very 
carefully knit together by the artists to create 
something unique.Along for the ride are Open 
Mike Eagle, Ceschi and Tommy V, who make 
memorable contributions alongside Gajah’s 
Acid Reign brethren Beond and Lyricon. The 
album loosely follows the concept of growing 
up and the ways that we're raised, with high- 
lights including the sure-shot show rocker 
“Party Animals” and the bouncy “Peace of 
My Mind,” which features an excellent soul- 
ful hook from Shuanise. This joint’s bound to 
get slept on, and | hear sleep’s kind of close 
to the offspring of death, so make sure you 
give it a listen.. 


Dessa — Parts of 


Speech (DOOMTREE) 
At the risk of coming 
across aS a complete 
emo kid, | will say that 
Dessa’s Badly Broken 
Code played an enor- 
mous role in my life 
when it dropped in early 
2010. It was a time when 
| was going through a number of 

changes as a person, and her music reso- 
nated with me and played out like a soundtrack 
to everything that was going on at the time. 
Now that her second official solo album, Parts of 
Speech, has dropped, | can safely say that Dessa’s 
music continues to move me, though in different 
ways. Her singing has clearly taken the forefront 
on this album, with only two straight-forward 
rap numbers and the rest playing out like dark 
emotional pop music. But her beautiful voice and 
sophisticated writing style are still fully intact, 
and the fantastic production provided by her 
Doomtree cohorts Paper Tiger and Lazerbeak, 
along with her live band, tie this gorgeous album 
together. Part of me longs for more of the Dessa 
that shows up for “Fighting Fish” to rip a few 
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verses over an ill Lazerbeak instrumental, but 
part of me has grown to love the Dessa whose 
sung ballads of beekeepers sooth me through 
headphones. Even the low-key cover of Bruce 
Springsteen’s “I’m Going Down” doesn’t feel out 
of place, which has got to be some kind of hip 
hop accomplishment in its own right.Very pretty 
stuff for those melancholy moods. 


Willie Green — We Live in the 


Future (FAKE FOUR DISTRIBUTION) 

This new album from one of NYC’s busiest and 
most talented producers is about as fun and as 
funky as you could possibly hope for. Rumor has 
it that Willie Green came up with the idea to 
make We Live in the Future while he was on tour 
in Europe, where he found that Europeans love 
to dance at shows. The album plays out like a 
party, with lots of repeated hooks and upbeat 
poppy singing, but this thing is no college rager. 
This is one of those exclusive Brooklyn block 
parties, thrown with all the classiest ladies and 
gents in the City, and tied together with a lot of 
real musicianship. One of the most impressive 
elements of We Live in the Future to me is how 
Willie Green manages to rope many different 
genres of music into a very complete package, 
with soul, hip hop, rock and jazz all playing roles 
in the mix without ever feeling out of place. Sol- 
id from front to back, but I'll send some special 
nods of appreciation to Illustrate’s extra catchy 
hooks on “High Voltage” and Corina Corina’s 
Disco Queen stylings on “Gettin’ Started” for 
making me move no matter what. ! should prob- 
ably note that this is the first album I’ve reviewed 
for the Amoeba Recommends brochure that is 
not available in any physical format, and can only 
be purchased digitally. You can find it for sale on 
Amoeba.com, should you wish to support our 
humble little establishment over the giants ty- 
rants of the internet like iTunes and Amazon. 


Tip: 

You like hip hop and you live in the Bay? Go to shows and 
support the bands you love on their tours. Choose bars 
that love hip hop like The Legionnaire in Oakland and the 
Elbo Room in SF to support as regular haunts. Buy albums 
from the artists you love, whether it’s CD, LP, tape or digital. 
Oh, and visit www.mybackpackisbiggerthanyours. blogspot. 
com so | can talk at you more. 
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FELIX 


ia Keeping Score: Stravinsky 
- The Rite of Spring (2013) 
(Blu-Ray) — Directed by David 


Kennard & Joan Saffa 
Composed by Igor Stravinsky 
Featuring Michael Tilson Thomas, 

San Francisco Symphony 

Oddly the documentary is in standard definition 
(not sure why), but the actual performance of the 
“Rite” will blow your socks off. Great definition 
of sound for those with a decent system. MTT 
and the rest of the symphony members when 
in front of the camera look immensely polished 


especially when presented in this Blu-ray format. 


MTT definitely has plenty of intriguing things to 
say regarding the history of the Rite’s |00th an- 
niversary. San Francisco is extremely fortunate 
to have MTT as their conductor. And what an 
orchestra! 


ia Die Walkure (Blu-ray) (2010) 


- Directed by Carolos Padrissa 
Composed by Richard Wagner 
Featuring Zubin Mehta, Peter 
Seiffert, Petra Maria Schnitzer, 
Orquestra De La Comunitat 
Valenciana 

Die Walkure is by far my favorite cycle of Wag- 
ner’s Ring, and this one is sung and acted with 
dramatic brilliance. | love the way Sieglinde 
crawls around her twin brother. Interesting di- 
chotomy of caveman-like attire and acting along 
with a high-tech dynamic backdrop. 


ia Die Frau Ohne Schatten 
(Blu-ray) (2012) — Directed by 


Christof Loy 

Composed by Richard Strauss 
Featuring Christian Thielmann, 

Anne Schwanewilms, Stephen Gould, 
Michaela Schuster, Wolfgang Koch, 
and Evelyn Herlitzius with the Wie- 
ner Philharmoniker 

Before purchasing this wonderful Blu-ray of Die 
Frau, | read a few negative reviews which were 
primarily focused on how this production was 
staged and not how it was sung.A staged opera 
with the performers reciting their lines in front 
of a podium? And in modern attire? How dread- 
ful! Uh, | beg to differ. This was one of the most 
beautifully sung and unique (in a good way!) stag- 


ing of any opera | have ever seen (and heard). 


Hofmannsthal’s complicated allegory desperate- 
ly needed such a simple presentation. If you’re 


one of many who thinks that this opera is too 
complicated, | STRONGLY recommend you pick 
this one up. Even if you still have trouble with 
the symbolic libretto, the singing is strong and 
quite breathtaking. 


ia Elektra (Blu-ray) (2011) - 
Directed by Nikolaus 


Lehnhoff 

Composed by Richard Strauss 
Featuring Daniele Gatti, Irene Theo- 
rin, Waltraud Meier, Eva-Maria West- 
broek, Rene Pape with the Wiener 
Philharmoniker 

Twelve minutes in when Elektra (Irene Theorin) 
begins to sing “Alone! Alas, all alone! Father has 
gone, shoveled away into his cold grave ...,” with 
a terrifying close-up of a haggard yet angry Elek- 
tra, who climaxes with the line, “...fed by the 
open wound in your head,” | was left speech- 
less. Quite horrifying and yet dutifully effective is 
lrene Theorin. Waltraud Meier as Clytemnestra 
is not the typical disgusting looking mother yet 
still is theatrically entertaining. | could go on 
about the rest of the fabulous cast (Rene Pape, 
very strong and Westbroek contrasts well with 
Elektra), but enough said. This is the best version 
of Elektra on video; period. 


ia Pique Dame (Blu-ray) (2011) 


- Directed by Gilbert Deflo 
Composed by Tchaikovsky 

Featuring Michael Boder, Misha 
Didyk, Emily Magee, Ewa Podles, 
Orchestra and Chorus of the Gran 
Teatre del Liceu 

This sumptuous production performed by the 
oldest orchestra in Spain unveils St. Petersburg 
in the era of Catherine the Great. The dramatic 
Ukrainian tenor, Misha Didyk as Hermann, is 
quite fantastic. The classy Ewa Podels as the 
countess is too perfect to be true. This opera 
is full of charm, suspense, beauty, tragedy and 
pretty much everything one would want to 
see and feel in an opera. It even showcases an 
opulent ballet scene; an obvious trademark of 
Tchaikovsky. 


This production must have cost a fortune, and 
to see this in a Bu-ray format is quite a treat. 
HIGHLY recommended. 


- GASP < 


Jiw V 


Pat Metheny — Tap: The Book 


of Angels, Vol. 20 

(TZADIK/ NONESUCH) 

On the surface an unlikely pairing, Pat Metheny’s 
take on half a dozen songs from John Zorn’s 
Masada songbook is at once adventuresome 
and accessible. Accompanied only by drummer 
Antonio Sanchez, Metheny plays the dozen plus 
other instruments himself as well as handling all 
the production and arranging chores. Surpris- 
ingly for a near one man effort, some tracks 
harken back to the eclectic fusion of groups like 
the Mahavishnu Orchestra or Return to Forever, 
while others have a more sparse and reflective 
chamber music approach. Tap adds another un- 
expected, yet welcome chapter to the guitarist’s 
catalog. 


ia 20 Feet from Stardom (2013) 


- Directed by Morgan Neville 
After tackling Stax, Muddy Waters, Johnny Cash 
and Hank Williams, director Morgan Neville 
focuses his lens away from the spotlight and 
onto a half a dozen of the most talented back- 
up singers most people have never heard of. 
Combining vintage clips of performances with 
George Harrison, Joe Cocker, David Bowie, Ike 
& Tina Turner, the Rolling Stones and Phil Spec- 
tor with contemporary interviews, some of 
the subjects of 20 Feet from Stardom have suc- 
cessfully carved musical careers for themselves 
while others struggle to keep performing and 
some have left music altogether. In business 
where talent doesn’t always equal success, 20 
Feet from Stardom should help bring some well 
deserved attention to those that have truly 
earned it. 


ia Frank Zappa — A Token of 


His Extreme (1974/2013) 

Official release of an oft-bootlegged TV per- 
formance from 1974, A Token of His Extreme 
features most of the ultra-talented line-up that 
graced One Size Fits All. Despite the video, effects 
and editing being of “vintage” quality, the per- 
formances are all first class. An unmentioned 
bonus feature is a seventeen minute, 1976 Zappa 
appearance on the old Mike Douglas show. Be- 
sides chatting with Mike, as well as other guests 
Jimmie “Dy-no-mite” Walker and Kenny Rogers, 
Zappa turns in a stunning performance on guitar 
of “Black Napkins” with the house band. Should 
be appreciated by any Zappa fan. 
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Bill Frisell — Big Sur 
(OKEH/MASTERWORKS) 

Guitarist Bill Frisell’s latest release is a set of 
musical sketches centered around California’s 
Big Sur coastline. With a group consisting of vio- 
lin, viola and cello along with a drummer, Frisell 
manages to evoke a wide range of moods and 
feelings, at times languid and somber while at 
others humorous, playful and eccentric. Like the 
area that inspired the recordings, Big Sur has a 
lot to offer for those who can spend some time 
with it. 


Turn Me Loose: Outsiders of 
“Old-Time” Music - 

Various Artists (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 

If the cover doesn’t clue you in, the rest of the 
title — “commercial recordings of Anglo-Euro- 
pean-American vernacular music that challenge 
the stereotypes” — should give a hint that this 
not your standard collection of “old-timey” 
music. Eclectic, odd and some times down- 
right head-scratching, the |4 tracks here were 
recorded back in the day before record com- 
panies thought they knew what would sell and 
therefore just recorded everything they could. 
Assembled by musician Frank Fairfield, Turn Me 
Loose provides a hint of the varied sounds that 
were out there at the dawn of the record busi- 
ness. 


Tip: 

While it’s not exactly hot of the presses, Robert Greenfield 
2011 book “The Last Sultan:The Life and Times of Ahmet 
Ertegun” is a great read for anyone with a passion for jazz, 
R&B, soul, blues and rock.As one of the founders and long 
time president of Atlantic Records, Ertegun helped record, 
release and promote a near endless list of some of the 
finest music of the 20th century. From Professor Longhair 
to Led Zeppelin, Coltrane to Mingus and Ray Charles to 
the Rolling Stones, Ertegun’s and Atlantic’s importance is 
one-of-a-kind. 
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KAISER 


Berkeley Boomerang, ne’er-do-well, 
Miserablist. 
Fond of annoying formats for music. 
Has a special plan for this world. 


Come — Eleven : Eleven (MATADOR) 
Best reissue of the year for me, no question 
about it. Finally remastered and given the space 
to unleash all the turmoil, all the languor, the pain, 
the craving and the desire in proper volume and 
dynamics. This was an album that | nearly wore 
through the original copy after so many plays 
over the years. Wanted a soundtrack to a night 
of despairing longing, fueled by hard alcohol and 
ignited by too many cigarettes? This was one of 
the “go to” selections, one of the three or four 
LPs | knew of that fit the bill perfectly. Had a bad 
exchange with your significant other, or one you 
wished was that to you? Bring it on, listen to 
“Sad Eyes” or “Off To One Side” over and over 
again. Wondering if anyone else has felt the level 
of quietly suppressed confusion and disappoint- 
ment you have burning your core? Start with 
“Submerge” and ride it out through the end 
with “Orbit”. Brilliant through and throughout. 
And now it sounds amazingly good too, for the 
first time, really. Comes with a bonus LP (or CD 
if you're that sort) of an early live show record- 
ing, with the band tearing through their material 
in Oct ’92, all in fine fine form. This set includes 
songs from the first 7’/12” as well as several 
from the album, and all take on new passion in 
the live setting too. Lastly, this reissue comes 
with a reprinting of the “Fast Piss Blues” and 
Stones cover “I Got the Blues” 7” single, which 
is another nice touch. But for my blood and 
money, this remaster job is the key. I’d loved this 
album to pieces since buying it in 92 back in the 
shop in Kansas City, but was always disappointed 
that the levels seemed so low and maybe not so 
sharp. The response was to crank it every time 
it hit my turntable. Throw in some Rowland S. 
Howard and maybe select Nikki Sudden materi- 
al with it, and the night just got longer and | was 
decidedly at home in my heart and head. | never 
got to see Come play live until last June, as their 
agent disregarded the MidWest for probably not 
so very inaccurate reasoning. It was worth the 
wait, especially as it was the original line-up of 
Chris, Thalia, Arthur and Sean. Amazing guitars 
slicing through each other, vocals that grab you 
and shake you into attention, anchored by a fluid 
yet tight rhythm section — this was 20 years 
late for me, but brought back the emotions | 
knew when | first heard the album. Total dev- 
astation and redemption after repeated listens. 
No more gushing about this album though, you 


either “get it” or you don’t with this music. It’s 
not plastic, it’s not entirely popular — though it 
rightly should’ve been, and it’s not friendly. This 
is music for drinking to a missed chance or lost 
love, and if you’ve never experienced either of 
those, then skip on ahead to something else. 


MX-80 Sound — Hard Attack 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

| was a bit of a late-comer to the MX-80 Sound’s 
sound, | must admit. It was a bit too twisted for 
my developing tastes when | heard the squall for 
the first few times, but damn it all to hell, it wea- 
seled its way into my consciousness eventually. 
Bruce Anderson’s guitar was on fire it seemed, 
and the rhythm section was doing its damnedest 
to keep up, all while singer Rich was bordering 
on a dada-esque neurotic breakdown. That’s a 
lot to take in for someone whose closest ex- 
perience with Middle American weirdness was 
Pere Ubu or dearly loved but very short-lived 
local outfit Mudhead. Like | said though, | got 
it at some point. | was up to the challenge that 
is MX-80 Sound. And now it’s time to unveil it 
again to the unsuspecting public, quite due time, 
may | mention also. Newly remastered and most 
excellently done, this issue of Hard Attack brings 
clarity to the proceedings that weren’t that 
present before, and a nice touch of volume too. 
Twelve songs on this vinyl version, but the CD 
package (due out shortly?!?) will feature a disc 
of unreleased and live material, where the band 
really brings the strange.An essential document 
in the history of challenging American MidWest 
music, and one that is most welcome now in an 
age of insipid throwback darkwave drek.The late 
’70s and even early ’80s were not all pasty dudes 
with synths and bad hair, and this is the proof. 
Now | wait in great anticipation of seeing Out Of 
the Tunnel get the same treatment ... oh my! 


Die Propylgruppe — Produkt 0! 
(PETIT MAL MUSIC) 

Limited edition 3” CD-R of 100 copies, featuring 
the combined talents and odd methods of Bay 
Area tacticians J.B. Haynes and R.K. Faulhaber 
for just over 20 minutes of enveloping electron- 
ic drone with lots more going on than meets 
the ear at casual listen.A shot to start and the 
sounds of analog keyboards perhaps running off 
on their own, descending glissando into a puls- 
ing throb of low-end electronics, combining and 
pressing with deliberate crawl towards a stut- 
tering loop of rhythmic conclusion. Don’t let the 
labcoats and safety gloves fool you, this is not 
stiff and dry academic twiddling. Nope, this is a 
living entity of sound, rising and falling like the 
breath of a sick patient sweating out whatever 
that damn infection might be. Highly recom- 





BACK TO SCHOOL 
SALE 
August 8th - October 6th 
All Blick Canvas on Sale! 
50-70% Off List 


Select Brushes & Paints 
50% Off List 


BLICK MADNESS 
August 26th 


Live Art & Music 
Food 
Great Deals! 


PRINTING & 
FRAMING 
SALE 


August 15th - August 25th 
40% off entire custom 
framing order 
20% off printing 
orders 


7301 W. Beverly Blvd. 
(323) 933-9284 
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mended listening for the active listener, espe- 
cially with headphones! And don’t even think 
about putting this 3” disc into your Mac laptop 
unless you want it to live there until you take 
it to the repair shop. If you don’t have a tray to 
place it in, or a proper CD player, just walk away. 
Leave the fuel behind, and walk away, | give you 
safe passage through the wasteland. | said “ac- 
tive” listener, after all. Comes with a hand-made 
wood insert front cover, numbered edition of 
100 only, and reportedly not very many are left. 
Straight outta the East and South Bay, available at 
the Berkeley shop in particular. 


Pale Reverse — Words of Ash, 


Walls of Smoke, Minds of Glass 
(PETIT MAL MUSIC) 

One of the Common Eider King Eider and fre- 
quent Thomas Carnacki participant has gone 
solo with this 19-plus-minute release. Gregory 
Hagan, the man sometimes behind the projec- 
tor, has dug through boxes and years of cassette 
and four-track recordings for archival mate- 
rial, and after painstakingly combining these lost 
drones with new segments and snippets, the 
result is a ride through a humid and desolate 
dreamscape. Be aware of your footsteps, lest 
the train from the distance find and run over 
you. Layers of solitude get woven into a steeper 
descent, and the slowly oscillating tones crest 
and recede like warm waves through your ear 
canal, washing away whatever was occupying 
your subconscious. The quiet becomes louder in 
your head until you’ve trained yourself to lis- 
ten for those perhaps buried conversations and 
monologues.And then the low-end kicks back in 
and the pulsing returns to finish your headtrip. 
This is another limited edition run of a 3” CD-R 
by yet another prolific but low-radar flying Bay 
Area sound artist. Catch him with his viola and 
voice in CEKE, or as part of the flux friendly 
live and studio expeditions of Thomas Carnacki 
with more esoteric devices as well. Only 73 
copies made, as Pale Reverse is not fond of nice 
round numbers. Another Berkeley store semi- 
exclusive. 
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Jim Haynes —- The Wires 


Cracked (EDITIONS MEGO) 

Local rust merchant Mr. Haynes has been on a 
roll lately it seems. Several high-quality releases 
have popped up on various formats and from 
varying labels in the past two years, each worthy 
of further investigation (see Die Propylgruppe 
nearby as well). This particular vinyl only release 
delights us from the esteemed Editions Mego la- 
bel out of Austria, and proves itself a very good 
fit in that label’s stead of electronic/field re- 
cording/drone artists. The sounds Jim has docu- 
mented and pieced together come from collect- 
ing the very quiet and close-quartered sources 
that most likely get filtered out as white noise 
in everyday life, but here take on new life with 
processed amplification and a touch of musique 
concrete techniques to combine into another 
fine example of an invisible film soundtrack. It 
works well enough at a low volume, adding to 
the sounds present in whatever space you find 
yourself located, but the real reward and joy is 
when the volume is jacked up higher. Individual 
sources scream vibrantly to make themselves 
distinct through the processed filters and willful 
obfuscation of the whole, demanding your at- 
tention. Currents passed through high-tension 
wires overhead and though the ley lines in the 
sand underfoot transform in waves of physical 
sound to cause firings in the synapses of your 
brain matter, teasing you to try to pick out 
individuals and narrative in this semi-ambient 
structure. It’s a worthwhile effort, and this full- 
length vinyl release gives ample stimulation for 
such exercises. Catch Jim perform live whenever 
the chance arises, especially when he adds a pro- 
jected visual element to the proceedings that as 
often as not throws yet another layer of mys- 
tery to unfathom in an attempt to understand. 
Or better yet, relax yourself and let the sounds 
take over the space around you and transport 
you wherever they direct. Sometimes it’s best 
not to fight such things. In the trusted hands of 
Mr Haynes, both your journey and destination 
should prove to be quite enjoyable. 


irr.app.(ext.) — The Other Side 


Is Blank (EQUATION) 

This very limited edition is probably sold out, but 
| thought it deserved attention regardless. M.S. 
Waldron, the prime instigator of irr.app.(ext.) 
again pays homage to the amazing output of Da- 
vid Jackman’s “Organum”’ project, this time in the 
form of a one-sided LP and one-sided 7”. Rever- 
ent and accurate, this release sits at home very 
nicely next to both a collection of Waldron’s and 
Jackman’s previous works. Once again, however, 
this one is most likely out of print, so I'll not 
spend that much time dissecting the contents. 


And as with other works by irr.app.(ext.) and for 
that point also, the Organum catalog, you either 
knowingly jump into the morass, or you don’t. |, 
for one,am happily swimming in it. Join me if you 
will! And here’s a good place to start, with the 
regularly updated Nine Day Antler Society blog 
page, and follow the rabbit-hole further into the 
strangely beautiful world of more irr.app.(ext.) ... 
http://sevengallery.blogspot.com/ 


Zoviet France — 7.10.12 (ALTVINYL) 
An interesting combined meaning in the title of 
this release, it reflects the three sizes of the vinyl 
therein as well as the release date for the origi- 
nal issue. Unfortunately, that box set of clear 
vinyl and other esoteric ephemeral was limited 
to 250 copies, which now as one may expect, 
are the fodder of overly ambitious and greedy 
folks that troll Discogs and Ebay. But thankfully, 
and without changing the title, Altvinyl released 
the same audio material in a far less costly and 
more readily available set back in April of this 
year, which qualifies this release for my top list 
for this cycle. Three black sleeves, attached in a 
geometric layer, three pieces of black vinyl. It’s 
all a bit of a return to a more organic sounding 
Zoviet France than some of the more recent 
releases by various splinter groups over the past 
decade or longer. More quasi-ethnic and diverse, 
warmer and patient, and also more rewarding. 
As with the classic releases under this group 
name, it thrives in a quiet environment, as there’s 
little to really grasp onto and no hooks to be 
caught by. Rather, it’s beauty is as a passing thing 
of ephemeral shimmer and meditative listening. 
Small moments prick your attention back to the 
knowledge that there is something indeed play- 
ing, it’s not all ambiance with the windows open 
and your weird neighbor playing an ethnologi- 
cal field recording through the wall of the next 
apartment. There’s a sublime flow to the work 
here, everything fits, knows it’s place, knows 
when to exit the premises before overstaying a 
welcome ... which is a flaw found in far far too 
many ambient releases in my humble unsolic- 
ited opinion. This does not lose my interest, and 
that’s pretty key in the evaluation of music in this 
realm. It’s presence is felt and appreciated, rarely 
too jarring nor too distant, but residing in the 
middle space of alert hearing and subconscious 
experience. Well done, and welcome back, long- 
time aural friend; you’ve been missed. 


Main — Ablation (EDITIONS MEGO) 

Another amazingly fine release by the good 
people of Editions Mego, both on CD and vinyl 
this time around. And | must say that as usual, | 
recommend the vinyl version, thanks to the ana- 
log warmth it conveys, as opposed to the digital 


alternative, especially regarding a piece such as 
this particular one. Main returns to circulation 
with a brilliant bit of ambient/concrete joy, lead 
instigator Robert Hampson now working with 
like-minded drone specialist Stephan Mathieu, 
which adds an extra dimension of intricate com- 
binations. While the olden days of Main utilizing 
the guitar as the principal instrument for drone 
and rhythmic pulses is a rather distant yet fond 
memory, this new album is a welcome return to 
the use of less strictly electronic items for com- 
position. Prepared piano, guitar, farfisa, concrete 
abstractions and of course electronic elements 
feature throughout this selection of drone-based 
material, breathing an organic touch of life into 
the proceedings that | honestly felt was lacking in 
some of Hampson’s recent material. Four pieces 
in total, the first side begins with the most “ex- 
perimental” track, featuring some of the above 
mentioned instrumentation, then settles into a 
more ambient ride for the rest of the listen. Side 
two is perhaps more subdued than | would have 
craved, perhaps bettered in my opinion by a re- 
turn to the opening track as a coda, but this is in 
fact a very small quibble. The listen throughout, 
from start to finish, is beautifully composed and 
so well-arranged that | should really not posit 
any change. It flows with an organic sense and 
rides without hitch as easily one of my favorite 
repeated listens these past several months. It’s 
so very good to be this happy about an old proj- 
ect returning to activity. 


Tip: 
Why are we here? 
Decide for yourself. 


JOEY 


Senior cashier. 


Black Sheep Wall -— [it Begins 


Again (SEASON OF MIST) 

The follow-up to 2012’s No Matter Where It Ends 
is a real “provider.” Black Sheep Wall should be 
in every stoned delinquent’s music collection 
who likes heaving sludge from a place where 
nothing happens. Bleak variations on a theme. 


ia Room 237 (2013) -— Directed 
by Rodney Ascher 


It is no surprise that a film as dense as The Shin- 
ing would foster an audience that watches with 
an almost religious attention to detail. This doc- 
umentary is somehow able to replicate, if not 
heighten, that chilling paranoia felt in watching 
the actual film in documenting the theories of a 
number of watchers. 
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HOLLYWoop ¢ 


More than just 
a wax museum 


Buy the LA Locals 


Super Saver Ticket Online & 


SAVE 50% 


at www.MadameTussauds.com 
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ia Spring Breakers (2013) —- 


Directed by Harmony Korine 
Harmony Korine is at once able to pull people 
into a theatre and make them squirm by playing 
off their fears and desires. Hyper-sexual adven- 
ture into Florida’s subterranean party culture. 
Racial dynamics in this one should encourage 
conversation. As a filmmaker Korine is a monu- 
ment to the America that doesn’t have to be rel- 
egated to the dustbins of pre-9/1 | history. Our 
experiences are messy, and films should reflect 
that — if only to hold a mirror up, however dis- 
torted. Dubstep included. 


im The Gatekeepers (2013) - 
Directed by Dror Moreh 


Documentary proof of the banality of evil. 


Tip: 
Call (510) BAD-SMUT for show listings. Leave a message. 


JNST 


Mid-August signifies the end of my 
decade-plus tenure as an employee at 
Amoeba Music. 

The people that make up this historic 
institution are my family for life, 
and | greatly cherish the entirety of 
my time here. Now | am on to educating 
young people in the public school system. 
Kisses & hugs! 





Carlos Nino — Aquariusssssss 
(PORTER) 

L.A. composer/producer/musician Carlos Nino 
has put together a lovely record with some of 
his friends (e.g., Build An Ark, DNTL, Miguel 
Atwood-Ferguson). The music is a combination 
of loops, electronics, nature sounds, acoustic in- 
strumentation and ensemble work for a dreamy 
affair transporting one between the varying 
worlds. Bordering on New Age (but in the best 
ambient way). Contained within is a certain soft- 
ness that allows for one to enter a contempla- 
tive state. 


Bio Ritmo — La Verdad 

(ELECTRIC COWBELL) 

Bio Ritmo is an amalgamation of Richmond, Va. 
ex-pat Puerto Rican punks, rastas and jazzheads. 
Their bi-line is only mildly appealing, but the re- 
cord is certainly a pleasure to hear. The sound 
is reminiscent of the best qualities from ’70s 
salsa (e.g., Fania sounds). Heavy synths, quality 


syncopation, excellent musicianship and the like. 
| slept on this release from 2011 and am happy 
to have finally discovered La Verdad. 


Neneh Cherry & The Thing - 


The Cherry Thing 

SMALLTOWN SUPERSOUND) 

Neneh Cherry is back and handling business. 
On this album she pairs up with The Thing, a 
group of talented Scandinavian Avant-Garde jazz 
musicians (saxophonist Mats Gustafsson, bass- 
ist Ingebrigt Haker Flaten, and drummer Paal 
Nilssen-Love). This group does it well. The Thing 
remain reserved, while Cherry performs her vo- 


cals then let loose during instrumental sections. 


They cover, like champs, tunes from Ornette 
Coleman, MFDoom and Suicide, and perform a 
few of their own compositions. Highly recom- 
mended listening! 


Helado Negro -— Invisible Life 
(ASTHMATHIC KITTY) 

Roberto Carlos Lange aka Helado Negro has 
created another album of soulfully swaying elec- 
tronic music on Invisible Life. Songs contain vocal 
performances in both Spanish and English. | have 
been an addict for his albums Awe Owe & Canta 
Lechuza. Invisible life follows right in line with 


my compulsive desire to hear his performance. 


Helado Negro’s music allows for the preoccu- 
pation of pleasant thoughts. You should check 
them all out and see what you think. 
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Chico Mann - Magical Thinking 
(SOUNDWAY) 

Marcos Garcia aka Chico Mann keeps putting 
out Afrobeat, Latin, tropical, "80s synthed-out, 
danceable, poppy, soulful records. The latest is 
called Magical Thinking, from Soundway Records. 
Garcia is a multi-instrumentalist and has collab- 
orated with such greats as The Roots, Antibalas, 
DAM-Funk and TV on the Radio. Magical Think- 
ing is definitely mood-inducing, and you will find 
your rear moving upon listening. 


Domenico — Cine Prive 

(PLUG RESEARCH) 

Domenico Lancellotti, aka Domenico, is the 
son of samba legend Ivor Lancellotti. He got his 
fame from the +2 collaborations with Kassin 
& Moreno (Caetano Veloso’s son) and built his 
chops from work with legendary musicians such 
as Takako Minekawa & Arto Lindsay. Cine Prive 
(Private Cinema) is soulful and rock/bossa nova/ 
tropicalia influenced, with a light sprinkling of 
electronics, all produced and performed live in 
the studio. Check out his meat-car in the video 
for the title-track “Cine Prive” and get hooked 
on this record. 


ia The Story of Film: 
An Odyssey (201 I) - 
Directed by Mark Cousins 


Film historian, Mark Cousins, conducts a fan- 
tastic |5-part review/study of the international 
history of film. Often these types of documenta- 
ries are Hollywood-centric, but this piece does 
an excellent job of showing the importance of 
film worldwide. Cousins displays the stories, 
techniques, and performances that humans have 
constructed since the advent of this important 
technological advancement. Plus, you will get to 
see clips (with elaboration) from some of your 
favorite films and directors (e.g., Sergio Leone, 
Orson Welles, Akira Kurosawa). Highly recom- 
mended! 


() Comedy Bang! Bang! (2013) - 
Directed by Scott Aukerman 
This show is funny! Comedy Bang! Bang! doesn’t 
seem to be on DVD as of this writing (buy it 
from Amoeba when it is released), but you can 
check it out on Netflix Streaming and IFC. Plus 
the podcast is worth a listen as well. Scott Auk- 
erman was a writer for Mr. Show and produces 
the internet sensation, Between Two Ferns with 
Zach Galifianakis. Investigate, then laugh. 


Tip: 

“One should practice what one considers to be one’s duty, 
guided by reasons, instead of blindly following the practices 
of the world” .:Mahabharata:. 
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“Yo, keep an eye on these juggalos 
creepin in the hip hop section 
while | go praise | Jah!” 


Jacuzzi Boys — Jacuzzi Boys 
(HARDLY ART) 

This the follow-up album to the truly awesome 
Glazin’ LP released on Hardly Art in 2011. This 
recommendation is being written a couple 
months prior to the record’s release, but if the 
record comes even close to 7” “Double Vision” 
single recently released on Hardly Art, this al- 
bum will be stellar. 


Fuzz — Fuzz (iN THE RED) 

Fuzz!! The sound is the amalgamation of Blue 
Cheer, Black Sabbath and MC5 filled with heavy 
drum licks and big booming guitar that instantly 
transports you into your hesher cousin’s smoked 
filled old van as it careens down the side of an 
old highway. This band is fucking amazing live. 
Their first two 7’”’s, sequentially on Trouble in 
Mind and In The Red, were nothing short of in- 
credible. Fuzz has successfully updated the heavy 
fuzzed out lo-fi sounds of the ’60s and ’70s, this 
time hippie free! ... Oh yeah and Ty Segall is be- 
hind this whole mess ... 


ia A Band Called Death (2013) - 
Directed by Jeff Howlett 


This compelling documentary chronicles the 
early ’70s proto-punk band Death’s humble and 
unique beginnings from a room in urban seven- 
ties Detroit to the long waited rediscovery of 
the truly amazing band. This is one of the best 
music documentaries you will see. If you liked 
the stunning music documentaries Searching for 
Sugar Man or The Devil and Daniel Johnston, this 
one is for you. 
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Glow Kit — Glow Kit 

(P TRASH / FDH) 

This one was definitely a sleeper, but let me 
wise you up to this shit! Glow Kit is a two-piece 
power-popped fuzz-punk outfit from Denmark, 
comprised of members from the Cola Freaks 
and Snow Kite. Glow Kit definitely borrow from 
the energy and sound of the Cola Freaks and 
their stint as Jay Reatard’s backing band. Add to 
that a heavy dose of the Carbonas and that de- 
licious lo-fi punk sound that the Atlanta scene 
does so well (GG King, Predator, Gentleman 
Jesse, Cops), then combine some Joy Division 
post-punk darkness and a bit of psych eeriness a 
la Thee Oh Sees, then imagine all sorts of synth 
punk and power pop bands trading members 
back and forth, and there you go. 


Thee Mighty Ceasers - 


Wiseblood (DAMAGED GooDs) 

Thee Mighty Caesars were a primitive garage 
punk group, formed by Billy Childish in 1985, 
after the demise of The Milkshakes. Damaged 
Goods has given this 1985 classic a long awaited 
reissue, and it sounds damn good.Actually, Dam- 
aged Goods has just reissued four Thee Mighty 
Caesars albums: Beware The Ides Of March, Acrop- 
olis Now, Thee Caesars Of Trash and Wiseblood on 
LP and two sets of two-on-one CDs. That’s a 


fuckin’ bargain, if you buy them shiny little discs. 


There is also a really limited GOLD VINYL box 
set coming out very soon as well, with all four 
records. I’m putting a paycheck aside for when 
it does! 


The Ballantynes — 
Faith/Velvet 7” (LA-TI-DA) 


This is the third 7” release by Vancouver’s kings 
of self described “garage gospel.’ This seven- 
piece band draws from legends like Lee Fields 
& The Expressions, The Reigning Sound, The 
Pointed Sticks and Vancouver heavyweights 
The Pack A.D. Their live show is a mus,t and 
so are these damn singles, man, so get ’em and 
spin ’em! 


Tip: 

Other great albums from late 201 2: 

UV Race - Racism, Tyvek - On Triple Beams, Legendary 
Wings - Legendary Wings, Low Pressure - Screens, Red 
Dons - Auslander 7”, OBN III’s - OBN III’s, Useless Eaters 
- Addicted to the Blade 7”, Mean Jeans/Big Eyes split 7“, 
Needles - Desesperacion 7”, Sonny Vincent & Bad Reac- 
tions 7”, Pangea - Killer Dreams 7” 


2013 releases to look forward to: 
Bad Sports, Oblivians, Black Lips, Criminal Code, Mean 
Jeans, Jacuzzi Boys ... 


RPG 


In memory of Sarah Kirsch 
(RIP), RPG. 


imi Witness: A World in Conflict 
Through a Lens (2012) - 
Directed by David Frankham 
and Abdallah Omeish 


HBO Documentary Films’ Witness is a four- 
part series that follows war photographers 
into conflict zones in Mexico (Ciudad Juar- 
ez), Libya, South Sudan, and Brazil (Rio). Eros 
Hoagland, one of the photographers for the 
series, offers some practical tips during one of 
his embedded trips with the Mexican military 
in Juarez: “You don’t want to arrive too soon, 
because the gunman are still going to be there.” 
Hoagland knows too well the dangers of his 
profession. On March 16, 1984, Hoagland’s 
father, John Hoagland, 36, was shot and killed 
while on assignment for Newsweek in El Salva- 
dor. At his father’s wake, Newsweek’s editors 
handed Eros Hoagland his father’s cameras in a 
bag.As Hoagland recalls, “It was like: These are 
yours now. Kind of like: “What are you going do 
with them???” 


im London: The Modern 
Babylon (2012) — Directed by 


Julien Temple 

When the British cultural studies scholar Paul 
Gilroy published his seminal book, They’e Ain’t 
No Black in the Union Jack: The Cultural Politics 
of Race and Nation (1987), he called attention 
to racist discourses and practices within con- 
servative right-wing British society but also, 
within much of much of the Left and so-called 
progressive circles. Julien Temple’s two-hour, 
time-traveling documentary sheds light on the 
relationships between race, class, nation and 
gender within London’s historical trajectory. It 
covers events from the racist violence during 
the Notting Hill riots of 1958 and the Poll Tax 
riots of 1990 to the riots that took place after 
the killing of Mark Duggan, a Black citizen of 
Tottenham (north London) on August 6, 201 I. 
But, where there is oppression, there is resis- 
tance, and Temple’s documentary is filled with 
it. As the director of other great documenta- 
ries such as Joe Strummer: The Future Is Unwrit- 
ten (2007) and The Great Rock ’n’ Roll Swindle 
(1980), Temple’s work consciously highlights 
many of the great London musicians, writers, 
filmmakers and radical artists, showing how 
they shaped the city and how, in turn, the city 
changed them. 


ii The Revisionaries (2012) —- 
Directed by Scott Thurman 


This frightening and, at times, hilarious docu- 
mentary is about the re-election of Don McLe- 
roy, a Sunday school teacher, avowed young- 
earth creationist and chairman of the Texas 
Board of Education. His board’s decisions on 
science and history curriculum standards placed 
Texas on the national stage, reminiscent of the 
1980s “culture wars.’ And, like in any war, body 
bags aren’t the only things that pile up: Critical 
thinking skills go out the window, hegemony 
reigns and soon enough, religious newspeak 
supplants the scientific method, with all its con- 
sequences for society. One of my favorite char- 
acters in this doc is Cynthia Dunbar, a lawyer, 
Christian author and member of the McLeroy’s 
Board. In 2008 Dunbar published One Nation 
Under God: How the Left is Trying to Erase What 
Made Us Great, where she argued that public 
schools are unconstitutional and even “tyranni- 
cal.” According to the Houston Chronicle, Dun- 
bar wrote this book as “an educational tool to 
the body of Christ,” and to serve as a “wake-up 
call [for Christians] to be informed [and] to 
get involved,” and as the documentary suggests, 
many have taken her call. 


ia How to Survive a Plague 
(2012) -— Directed by David 


France 

Nominated for an Academy Award for Best 
Documentary in 2012, How to Survive a Plague 
beautifully pays homage to courageous activists 
and organizations like the AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power (ACT UP). ACT UP, founded in 
1987 by queer activists in New York, forced U.S. 
government agencies like the FDA and private 
drug companies to develop and market new 
treatments throughout the 1980s and into the 
1990s. Bob Rafsky, an active member of ACT UP 
in the New York chapter, helped organize “politi- 
cal funerals” in public streets, such as the one he 
helped lead on Nov. 2, 1992, to the re-election 
headquarters of President George Bush Sr. This 
is part of Rafsky’s speech: 


“We asked for this ceremony not so we could bury 
[Mark Fisher], but so we could celebrate his undying 
anger. This isn’t a political funeral for Mark; it’s a 
political funeral for the man who killed him and so 
many others, and is slowly killing me, whose name 
curls my tongue and curdles my breath. George Bush, 
we believe you will be defeated tomorrow because 
we believe there’s still some justice left in the uni- 
verse and some compassion left in the American 
people. But whether or not you are, here and now, 
standing by Mark’s body, we put this curse on you. 
Mark’s spirit will haunt you until the end of your 
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days, so that in the moment of your defeat, you will 
remember our defeats, and in the moment of your 
death, you will remember our deaths.” 


On February 20, 1993, Rafsky died of AIDS-re- 
lated complications. He was 47. 


ia Music From the Big House 
(2012) - Directed by Bruce 
McDonald 


Filmed at the notorious the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary (aka “Angola Prison”), Music From 
the Big House, shot in black and white, tells the 
inspiring story of Canadian blues singer Rita 
Chiarelli as she and Angola prison inmates put 
together a concert. Angola, a former slave plan- 
tation, is no stranger to the blues. Many of the 
slaves at the Angola slave plantation sang spiri- 
tual work songs, those that usually involve a call 
and response between one or more people. 
Historians describe these as “field hollers.’ Ac- 
cording to the documentary, 90% of the inmates 
at Angola are sentenced to life and will never 
leave these prison walls. However, for one night 
— even if for only an hour — three bands dem- 
onstrate how words and the power of music can 
free spirits all while bodies are caged. As one 
Angola prisoner stated in Music From the Big 
House, “music helps me escape.” For those of 
us “outside” the prison walls, one wonders how 
much — if any — we have escaped the prison 
called capitalism, the one that makes the condi- 
tion of possibility for a prison industrial complex 
that has locked up more than 2 million people, 
making the U.S. the country with the highest in- 
carcerated population in the world. 


. Speaking of prisons, if you haven’t done so 
yet, | highly recommend you check out the doc- 


umentary directed by Stephen Vittoria, Mumia: 


Long Distance Revolutionary (2012). It might sug- 
gest a different reading of the so-called “Liberty 
Bell” next time you are in Philly. 


ia Ferlinghetti: A Rebirth of 
Wonder (2010) — Directed by 


Christopher Felver 

Lawrence Ferlinghetti, in his book Poetry as 
Insurgent Art (2007), makes a suggestion to his 
readers: “If you would be a poet, create works 
capable of answering the challenge of apocalyp- 
tic times, even if this meaning sounds apocalyp- 
tic.” At 94 years old, Ferlinghetti, the renowned 
poet, painter and book publisher, continues to 
be an important cultural worker and an activist 
who strongly holds to his praxis of “philosophi- 
cal anarchism.” In 1953, Ferlinghetti co-founded 
the first all-paperbound bookstore in the United 
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States, City Lights Bookstore, located on the 
nexus North Beach and Chinatown in San Fran- 
cisco. Two years later, Ferlinghetti launched the 
publishing wing of City Lights, publishing some 
of the most important works from the Beats, 
as well as works that range from Charles Bu- 
kowski to Noam Chomsky. This documentary 
covers a wide range of issues that engage the 
life and work of Lawrence Ferlinghetti. The doc 
also brings to light important little details like 
the fact that, while it is historically accurate that 
the birth of the Beat Generation has it origins 
in New York City, many of the Beats really so- 
lidified their work and came to prominence in 
San Francisco. | had forgotten that. Ferlinghetti, 
the documentary, does an excellent job in situat- 
ing Ferlinghetti, the person, within the social and 
political contexts of the 1950s and 1960s (e.g., 
the Free Speech Movement to the countercul- 
ture and beyond). Dig it. 


ia The Story of Film: 
An Odyssey (2012) — Directed 
by Mark Cousins 


If there ever were to be only one single docu- 
mentary on the history of cinema, | would 
choose this one. Seriously. Based on the 2004 
book by Irish film critic Mark Cousins, the I5 
monumental one-hour chapters make this docu- 
mentary over 900 minutes long! What | really 
appreciate about The Story of Film is Cousins’ 
treatment of Third World Cinema, not in some 
token fashion like other docs do, but in a seri- 
ous engagement with the aesthetic and political 
projects of filmmakers from Latin America, Af- 
rica and Asia. | highly recommend this. 
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In a Nutshell then, the new ORTOFON 2M 
BLUE and Red moving magnet cartridges 
offer a thoroughly modern sound that suits 
today's albums. Both are highly revealing and 
an engaging listen that is nothing other than very 
impressive at the price. 
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The convenience of an t 
automatic turntable and 
the fidelity of a top-notch 
Ortofon cartridge, expertly 
mounted and aligned by the 
Needledoctor staff! 
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Your favorite PICTURE on 
Your favorite GADGET 





_ YOO are unique and awesome! 
YOO deserve your own customized case. 
Our ultra cool cases are the perfect item 
fo show off your favorite moments, 
proudly displayed on your case. 






/ Text your picture & 
your discount code 


to 
or Visit: 


Amoeba customers save $10! 


Code: amoeba 


ia The Abolitionists (2013) — 
Directed by Rob Rapley 


The Uruguayan historian and social critic Edu- 
ardo Galeano once noted, “The powerful who 
legitimize their privileges by heredity cultivate 
nostalgia. History is studied as if we were visit- 
ing a museum; but this collection of mummies 
is a swindle. They lie to us about the past as 
they lie to us about the present: they mask the 
face of reality.’ This PBS documentary, American 
Experience: The Abolitionists, is no swindle and is 
definitely not about cultivating nostalgia. Instead, 
it is the story about people who put their bod- 
ies where their minds told them. People like the 
great Frederick Douglass, John Brown, William 
Lloyd Garrison, Harriet Beecher Stowe, and 
countless others who fought against the very 
idea and practice of slavery.As a side note, his- 
torically speaking, | felt that the documentary 
underestimated the ways in which the Under- 
ground Railroad — that is, the leadership and 
resistance of the slaves — led the Abolitionist 
movement and not the other way around. 


ia The Central Park Five (2012) 
- Directed by Sarah Burns, 
David McMahon, and Ken 


Burns 

To be honest, | was really impressed with this 
documentary, especially coming from Ken Burns 
and colleagues. The Central Park Five takes us back 
to the night of April 19, 1989, when five young 
men of color — four Black and one Latino — 
were wrongly accused of assaulting and raping 
Trisha Meili, a white female jogger in New York 
City’s Central Park. For the first time, because 
of this great PBS documentary, we hear the per- 
spective of the five teenagers, helping to give us 
a sense of the racial politics of New York City 
during that time period. It wasn’t until Matias 
Reyes confessed to committing the crime alone 
and DNA evidence confirmed it that the convic- 
tions were overturned. By that time — as the 
documentary painfully demonstrates — each of 
these young men had already spent between 6 
and |3 years in prison. 


ii The Source Family (2012) - 
Directed by Maria 


Demopoulos and Jodi Wille 

Inspired by the book The Source:The Untold Story 
of Father Yod, Ya Ho Wa | 3, and the Source Family 
(2007), this documentary is a must for all those 
who might want to start their own cult down 
the road someday. How to get your own veg- 
etarian restaurant with unpaid child labor; how 
to set up your own commune and get everyone 
to do as you say; how to get your shitty band to 


put out many records and go on tour; and, fi- 
nally, how to get all the Hollywood hipster types 
to think you are the best thing since everyone’s 
town got its own hipster barbershop. Yes, it’s all 
here. Dig it; you might just find yourself lead- 
ing a cool cult some day, if you aren’t doing that 
already. 


CHECK OUT THESE AMAZING 
MOTION PICTURES! 


Mosquita y Mari (2012) — Directed by Aurora 
Guerrero.All you need to know is that the film- 
maker pays homage to queer Chicana feminist 
writers Cherrie Moraga and Gloria Anzaldua 
(pay attention at the end!). 


Neighboring Sounds (2012) — Directed by Kleber 
Mendonca Filho. The black-and-white photo- 
graphs of sugarcane workers at the plantation 
that open this picture are important. So is the 
date April 27, 1984, in Brazilian history. 


A Man Escaped (1956) — Directed by Robert 
Bresson. A new high-definition digital restora- 
tion on Criterion, with special features on two- 
DVDs and an excellent booklet. Robert Bresson 
is by far one of my all-time favorite motion pic- 
ture directors. 


The Devil and Miss Jones (1941) — Directed by 
Sam Wood. If Karl Marx and Rosa Luxemburg 
were filmmakers, this would be their picture. 


Mac 


I’m from Reno. 


Evanescence — Fallen (wind up) 
!Oth anniversary vinyl reissue. 


Bastard — Wind of Pain 
(FERAL WARD) 
The only band to ever battle and defeat Godzilla. 


Living Eyes — Who Will Remain? 
| 2”? (DEATHWISH INC.) 
Single-sided brutality. 


Sickoids — No Home sorry STATE) 
Sick Oids, brah. 


AC4 - Burn The World 
(DEATHWISH INC.) 
Swedish celebs raging hard. 
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Double Negative — 
Hardcore Confusion Vol. 3 & 4 
7”? (SORRY STATE) 


This shreds so hard | can forgive them combin- 
ing two volumes on one 7”. 


Coke Bust / Vaccine — Split 7” 
(DRUGGED CONSCIENCE) 
Fast/Faster 


Replica — Replica 7” (PRANK) 
Ultra aggrocity. 


Grabbies — Live 7” 
(FASHIONABLE IDIOTS) 
This IS punk. Period. 


Iron Lung — White Glove Test 
(PRANK RECORDS) 

Brutal supremacy delivered with surgical preci- 
sion. 


Integrity — Suicide Black Snake 
(A389) 
Silverbacks droppin’ the hammer once again. 


INFEST — Days Turn Black 7” 
(DEEP SIX/DRAW BLANK) 

Couple new-old songs and a Negative Approach 
cover. Perfection. 


Hatred Surge — 


Human Overdose 12” (IRON LUNG) 
This is what happens when you mess with Texas 
and it messes back. 


Left For Dead - Devoid of 
Everything (A389) 

The only relevant hardcore band. 
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MICHAEL 


~ http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ ~ 


Portraits — Portraits (IMPORTANT) 
Meditative, spiritual music of great depth and 
beauty. The sidelong orchestral drone on side A 
is expertly arranged, transcendent and therapeu- 
tic. The B side begins with a vocal drone which 
adds more layers of voices, evolving into a man- 
tra of sorts. A watery sounding gong workout 
closes the album with some shimmering pools 
of tuned metal vibrations, with subtle overtones 
of Gamelan. 


Mountains — Centralia 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

Probably my most listened to album of 2013 so 
far, for what that’s worth. Kosmiche skyswirls 
and resonant caverns of analog and digital bliss. 
This feels like a big step forward for them.A gor- 
geous sounding and fully realized work from a 
duo that continues to hone their musical con- 
nection after over 10 years, creating some of 
the finest deep ambient synth and guitar zones 
around. 


Date Palms — The Dusted 


SeSsiONns (THRILL JOCKEY) 

A fantastic album of desert dronescapes, lum- 
bering bass grooves and cascading keys, capped 
off by some lovely, lilting flute and viola melodies. 
At times vaguely reminiscent of a classic Mor- 
ricone soundtrack, the album is true to its name 
and evokes an endless horizon of tan sand with 
sunrays shining down, bathing the earth below 
in a dry heat. 


Bruce Langhorne - The Hired 
Hand [OST] (scissorrait) 


Recorded in 1969, this charming and innovative 
original soundtrack to Peter Fonda’s film is a 
true gem. Langhorne is best known as a folk- 
rock session player who performed and record- 
ed with many notable names from the Green- 
wich Village scene, including Bob Dylan. Going 
solo here, and using just some very primitive 
multi-tracking technology and a handful of string 
instruments, including banjo, sitar, and fiddle, he 
infuses these lonely spare western vignettes 
with a truly cinematic feel. 


Midday Veil — The Current 
(TRANSLINGUISTIC OTHER) 

Midday Veil’s new album is a maelstrom of thun- 
dering grooves, with slinky synth and guitar 
lines wrapping around everything like snakes. 


This is cosmic, psychedelic rock shamanism at 
its finest. Their sound is unique and adventur- 
ous, and feels both modern and classic at the 
same time. Hard to describe exactly, but this 
should appeal to fans of Krautrock legends 
Amon Duul Il, Guru Guru, Fasut and Can, along 
with Hawkwind, Sun City Girls and some more 
contemporary psych-rock legends such as Bar- 
do Pond and Oakland’s own excellent Lumer- 
ians. Highly recommended! 


Glochids — Originals 

(WEIRD EAR) 

Mid-fi, experimental sound collage incorporat- 
ing elements of found sound and field record- 
ings from several locations, along with some bits 
of folky campfire jams, playful drum-machine & 
keyboard noodling, some gongs,a little piano and 
a touch of musique concrete. Does that sound 
good to you? Then do yourself a favor and buy 
a copy of this on LP or tape from a fledgling 
Oakland label run by Raub Roy (aka Horaflora), 
whose own recorded music and live sets are ab- 
solutely fantastic as well. 


Laurie Spiegel - 

The Expanding Universe 

(UNSEEN WORLDS) 

Beautiful tapestries of warm, playful synthesizer 
melodies. Laurie’s work on this album is inspir- 
ing, a true wonderland of vibrant ambient/elec- 
tronic works made with computers back in the 
1970's. So ahead of its time, this masterpiece 
could easily be mistaken for a contemporary re- 
cording. Although the album is available on both 
LP and CD, | recommend buying the CD, since 
it’s got a surplus of bonus tracks on it, giving you 
nearly three times as much music as the single 
slab of wax would. 


Califone — Roomsound 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

An early classic from this great band, now finally 
available on LP! Rustic yet modern, with ele- 
ments of folk, blues, rock and even some subtle 
traces of ambient electronica. Nobody else re- 
ally sounds like these guys. Roomsound might still 
be my favorite album from them, but keep an eye 
out for their new one, Stitches, this fall as well 


Boards of Canada - 


Tomorrow’s Harvest (warp) 

More moody, melancholy magic from this enig- 
matic duo who sound like no other and are 
rightfully respected by the electronic music co- 
gnoscenti. | kind of wish they’d take more risks, 
but that’s like asking Monet to paint like Picasso. 
Who’s Picasso, you ask? Amon Tobin. 


My Bloody Valentine —- MBV 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

| can’t wait for the next record, | hear it will be 
done by 2029. That’s a full five years faster than 
this one! All kidding aside, | kind of wish this were 
a bit more “modern” sounding, broke more new 
ground, or was maybe just a bit weirder. That 
said, the fact that KS actually finished this thing 
and released it is a bit of a miracle, so | suppose 
I'll just accept it and enjoy it for what it is. 


Panabrite — Xenon District (vco) 

Another fantastic tape from Seattle’s Norm 
Chambers aka Panabrite. Xenon District is filled 
with watery synthesizer melodies and arpeggios, 
all interlaced perfectly to create a pleasant ce- 
lestial soundworld that feels at once comforting 
and mysterious. 


Tip: 

Support your local bands, labels and record stores. Build 
community, make friends and share your gifts with the 
world. 


RAMO 


Goodbye, Jonah. I’ll miss Hate Talk ... 


Qwel & Maker — Beautiful Raw 
(GALAPAGOS4) 

Raw Hip Hop. Period. From the soul-laced title 
track to the childhood lamentations of “Wreck 
Room” to the pick-you-up verses and hook on 
“Through The Sidewalk,” this release is every- 
thing Hip Hop needs, and is, and more. Features 
appearances by The Grouch, Qwazaar, Swam- 
burger and more. Seriously one of the best al- 
bums this year. 


Acid Reign — Synergy 

(ACID LAB RECORDS) 

Synergy: (n) “The interaction of elements that 
when combined produce a total effect that is 
greater than the sum of the individual ele- 
ments...” The veteran Project Blowed chop- 
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pers, along with the “West-Coast 8bit” produc- 
tion duo Chrono Triggers create just that. Six 
tracks of innovative Hip Hop with the classic 
lyrical chop-style Acid Reign is known for, and 
electronic chiptune beats makes for some seri- 
ous neck-snapping. 


Gajah & Mute Speaker -— 
On & Offspring (AciD LAB) 


Acid Reign member Gajah teams up with pro- 
ducer Mute Speaker to deliver some classic 
West Coast underground Hip Hop slappers. |4 
tracks of pure L.A. on disc. Features appearances 
by Open Mike Eagle, Ceschi, Tommy V, Shames 
Worthy and more. For heads only! 


Dessa — Parts of Speech 
(DOOMTREE) 

Doomtree songstress and lyrical beast steps out 
again with another solo album.Almost devoid of 
raps, yet the powerful ballads do not suffer for 
it. Her ability to channel experience into coher- 
ent storytelling is scary good, like x-ray vision 
for the soul. Truth be told, she can do no wrong 
in my book. However, even the thuggiest thugs 
who ever thugged a thug would melt in the pres- 
ence of her musical form. Ok, that was a weird 
sentence. Just listen ... Vinyl & CD release. 


K-Def — The Exhibit (REDEFINITION) 

A mostly instrumental album (only two tracks 
have raps by Seven Shawn, Blu and Quarter- 
maine), with most sounding like classic Hip Hop 
beats sprinkled with a bit o’ jazz or soul. Others 
sounds almost like a film score.All of it is great 
listening. Black or Blue-Green vinyl.Also on CD. 


K-Def — One Man Band 
(REDEFINITION) 

This prolific producer re-imagines classic re- 
cords from jazz to soul to Hip Hop.A project 
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surely worth a listen by anybody with a love for 
instrumentals. It’ll steady keep ya head noddin’. 
Black or green vinyl.Also on CD. 


Toro y Moi - Anything In 
Return (CARPARK) 

The man behind the music delivers another as- 
tounding collection of lovely electronica. Mood- 
altering instrumentals and happy-go-lucky verses 
and hooks glide through meadows of insecuri- 
ties and deserts of over-confidence, providing 
just the right amount of medication to keep 
you floating inches off the ground. One of his 
strongest offerings yet. Vinyl & CD release. Viny| 
includes download code. 


Black Milk — Synth or Soul 
(COMPUTER UGLY) 

A Record Store Day vinyl-only release, Black 
Milk crushes you with the hard choice. Thank- 
fully, you won’t have to make it. All instrumen- 
tals, the Synth-side provides a digital backdrop 
of intense flavors of zeros and ones. Storybook- 
like production with subtle nefarious feelings of 
doom. The Soul-side switches moods with that 
funky and soulful head-bop Hip Hop rhythm. 
Samples used deftly and creatively, you should 
not sleep on this. Comes in yellow or black vinyl. 
Includes download code. 


Chico Mann - Magical Thinking 
(SOUNDWAY) 

More Afro-Latin-laced, synth-heavy electro-funk 
from the “time-traveling, multi-instrumentalist 
producer” Chico Mann. Irresistible dance-floor 
cuts full of passion and culture and message. Put 
on your disco suit and Mayan headdress, board 
the intergalactic pyramid and bop to this.Vinyl & 
CD release.Vinyl includes download code. 


Dj Day — Land of 1000 Chances 
(PIECELOCK 70) 

Palm Springs’ DJ Day creates a phenomenally 
well-conceived instrumental album that has an 
emotional urgency and feel-good quality un- 
matched so far in releases this year. Flush with 
live instrumentation, giving it that full, round 
sound; it’s summer in your ears. Vinyl and CD 
release. Limited edition vinyl includes download 
code. 


Homeboy Sandman - Kool 


Herc: Fertile Crescent 12” 

(STONES THROW) 

As the title suggests, our Homeboy increases 
the status of good Hip Hop with another lyrical 
whirlwind of societal and human observations, 


layered with jazz, funk and oldies samples that 
float his voice on a lush cloud of sound.A vibrant 
cacophony of mind movies whose growth is fed 
by the fertile inspiration of one of Hip Hop’s 
founding fathers, Kool Herc; from beginning to 
end, the tapered ends of the crescent come full 
circle. 12” only. Includes download code. 


Tip: 

A message to the music makers: More vinyl releases 
please, especially you Hip Hop dudes.And make the 
download code a standard. 


SPENSAUR 
COOPER 


In-store promotions, rock floor monkey 
and professional crazy handler. 
I’m sure | forgot some titles, 
but here are some of my favorite 
ones from the past few months. 


Devo — Hardcore Devo 

Vol. | & 2 (SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

Devo’s long-out-of-print mid-’70s demos have 
been reissued on vinyl. By far, the quintessential 
way to listen to this legendary synth-punk band. 


Justin Timberlake - The 20/20 


Experience (RCA) 
JT takes a cue from Frank Ocean, and it works. 


Charles Bradley — 


Victim of Love (DAPTONE) 
The most legit singer in soul music today. 


Veronica Falls — Waiting For 


Something To Happen 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

The sophomore LP from London’s dreamy-pop 
band has so many hooks, it’s hard to not get 
caught. 


Big Eyes — Almost Famous 

(GRAVE MISTAKE) 

Second full-length from the riff-heavy Seattle- 
based power trio. 


RVIVR -— The Beauty Between 
(RUMBLETOWN) 

The latest LP in a flawless catalog from these 
Olympia melodic punks. 


Replica — Replica 7” (PRANK) 
Damn fine East Bay hardcore. This will be on ev- 
ery top I0 list at the end of the year. 


Die Hard — Demo Flexi 7” 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Debut offering from this lightning-paced lady- 
fronted hardcore quartet from Oakland. 


Joyride! — Joyride! 12” (LAUREN) 
Twee-Punk from SF! 


Wet Spots — Wet Spots (BURGER) 

A refreshing take on the garage genre, featuring 
ex-members of Neon Piss, Little Queenie and 
Panty Raid! 


Survival Knife -— Traces of Me 
7°” (SUB POP) 

Rhythmic and dynamic first single from ex-mem- 
bers of Unwound. 


Pang — Pang 7” (SELF-RELEASED) 
All-lady Bay Area post-punk that broke up 
shortly after this release. 


Jabber -— Too Many Babes 7” 
(BLOATED KAT) 

Three-part girl/boy haromnies in front of a sac- 
charine punk backdrop. 


Wet Drag — Demo (SELF-RELEASED) 
Like a walk home after huffing paint. 


Yi —- Punk Memories 7” 
(SELF-RELEASED) 
Neo-Weirdos with an East Bay filter. 


Musk — Moments (sELF-RELEASED) 
Tangy Twangy Slop from the depths of Lake Mer- 
ritt. 
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Feeling creative? 
Want to get into the music industry? 
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SAN FRANCISCO 





TRASKO 


Lion’s Law — Watch ’Em Die 7” 
(SYDNEY TOWN) 
French Oi! on local S.F label. Support anti-fa Oi! 


Hard Skin — On The Balls 

(JT CLASSICS) 

“Kin” ’EIl. Exactly what it says on the tin. You 
know what to expect. 


The Oppressed -— Dead & 
Buried (RADIATION) 


Oppressed red Oi! classic reissued by Radiation. 


If you don’t already own it. 


Hard Skin — Why Do Birds 
Suddenly Appear (JT CLASsIcs) 


Exact same album as “On The Balls” except with 
birds singing. Geddit? 


Sydney Ducks - Sydney Ducks 
7” (SYDNEY TOWN) 


Best Oi! band to come out of the Bay Area. 


End of. 





AARON A. 


The other Aaron A. 


Queens Of The Stone Age - 


«Like Clockwork (MATADOR) 

Josh Homme and many of the usual Queens sus- 
pects have finally gone back into the studio with 
an eclectic mix of cameos (including Dave Grohl 
and Elton John) to give us a thick and heavy al- 
bum of dark pop. ...Like Clockwork leaves behind 
the more manic and grizzly aspects of previous 
albums and showcases the more melodic and 
rhythmic sides of the band. The slide guitar of 
“| Sat By The Ocean” exemplifies the melodic 
brilliance that has always underlined the band 
(even in their dirtier and rougher days), and the 
standout track “If | Had A Tail” is one of those 
steady rockers that make you want to get in the 
car and drive away from the sun until you run 
out of gas. 


The Strokes — Comedown 


Machine (Rca) 

Most Strokes fans in 2001 probably wouldn't 
have guessed that the band would end up where 
it did on their latest album, Comedown Machine, 
but avoiding everyone’s expectations have be- 
come one of the quintet’s hallmarks. Unabashed- 
ly drawing on new wave, ’80s pop and disco, The 
Strokes have created a more atmospheric and 
smoother version of their stripped-down guitar 
rock. This is not Is This It?, but it is their most co- 
hesive and fresh sounding album in years. Stand 
out tracks include “Tap Out’, “80s Comedown 
Machine” and “Happy Ending.” 


The Ventures — Walk Don’t 


Run (SUNDAZED) 

Once again Sundazed has reissued a sparkling 
remaster of a classic album. Beautiful and taste- 
ful surf rock and a smokin’ cover make this one 
essential for any old school guitar-head. 


ia Skyfall (2012) — Directed by 


Sam Mendes 

The latest Bond film is both a return to form for 
current leading man Daniel Craig and the fran- 
chise itself, while still creating a spy film for the 
2st century that will stand out over the years 
as one of the unique 007s. Skyfall is full of great 
action, good scripting and charismatic charac- 
ters, but it is Roger Deakins’ stunning camera 
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work that gives the film a sense of exotic sen- 
suality that has been lacking since, some might 
argue, the days of Sean Connery. 


The Jimi Hendrix Experience 


- Axis: Bold as Love (Mono) 
(LEGACY/EXPERIENCE HENDRIX) 

Not the definitive way to listen to this classic 
album, nor is this for the casual Hendrix listener, 
but hardcore Jimi fans will get a kick out of hear- 
ing all the subtle, and not so subtle, differences 
between this mono mix and its well known ste- 
reo brother. Taken from the original master, this 
crisp 200 gram remaster by original engineer 
Eddie Kramer is an audiophile’s dream. 


Ty Segall & Mikal Cronin — 


Reverse Shark Attack (INTHE RED) 

If Dick Dale had played guitar for The Saints, it 
might have sounded something like this garage/ 
surf pop punch in the face. 


ALLEN 


Older, but wiser? 


Dawn Upshaw/ Maria 
Schneider — Winter Morning 


Walks (ArTISTSHARE) 

If there’s such a thing as an album that’s both 
broad and intimate at once, this is it. The first 
half is a series of pastoral art songs, poems of ru- 
minations formed during pre-dawn walks down 
country roads in Nebraska, set to orchestral 
music, given flight by Upshaw’s supple mezzo- 
soprano but earthed by a jazz trio. The sound is 
expansive; the poems are personal and reflect 
observations of the pleasures of rural mid-west- 
ern life, big and small. The second half consists 
of orchestral settings of Brazilian poetry set 
to music, and as the songs progress Schneider 
brings out the churning rhythms that typify that 
country’s beats. The poetry has more bite; bit- 
ter humor, dark fates and warm memories, the 
writer talking himself down from suicide. This 
CD doesn’t offer its bounty quickly or easily; in 
an interconnected world, one has to step away 
for a minute to appreciate the vast landscape, 
but it would do us all good to get there. (Art- 
istShare.com) 


Ryan Truesdell/Gil Evans 


Project — Centennial (ARTISTSHARE) 

The instrumentation is not all that unusual — 
the usual big band brasses and woodwinds, 
maybe a tabla, piccolo, oboe or a French horn 
or two. So why does it sound so light and airy, 
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\3. 


so full of possibility? Two words: Gil Evans. Trues- 
dell dug into private libraries to find unrecorded 
charts — some of them 60 years old, but they 
sure sound spry for their age. The older charts 
betray hints of bebop; the later ones still sound 


other-worldly and forward-thinking even now. 
(ArtistShare.com) 


Kate McGarry -— Girl Talk 
(PALMETTO) 

Her inspiration may have been the classic jazz 
female vocalists, but her approach is still reso- 
lutely modernistic and ear-opening. Maybe it’s 
due to guitarist Keith Ganz’s co-arranging, but 
the tunes feel more light-footed than the usual 
earthbound piano-centric bands. Extra points 
for re-framing “We Kiss In A Shadow” for a gay- 
marriage context. 


ia 20 Feet From Stardom (2013) 
- Directed by Morgan Neville 


The stories about back-up singers and their 
defeats and triumphs are poignant and moving, 
but I’m really glad the filmmakers included inter- 
views with their bosses, too. Despite what you 
may think of Springsteen or Sting, their training 
as songwriters has given them the verbal skills 
to outline the travails the singers have to recog- 
nize, work with and live under. The singers know 
how to do their job, and do so brilliantly, but it 
sometimes takes another voice to spotlight and 
explain how and why they’re doing it. 


ALLEN 


Loves to dish the ”'Info.” 


Steven Stills — Carry On (RHINO) 
great 4 cd set that proves that stills is rock ’n’ 
roll royalty. great unreleased stuff that includes 
stills at 16 doing “travelin,’ a Hendrix jam ses- 
sion, the au go go singers and lots of other cool 
stuff, great booklet too. 


O) The Office: Season Nine 
(2013) 


one of my favorite comedies comes to and end, 
a great ensemble cast goes out strong, they 
made me laugh and cry. thanks pam, jim, michael, 
dwight and all you crazy characters. 


ii Searching For Sugar Man 
(2012) -— Directed by Malik 


Bendjelloul 

a wonderful, emotional, uplifting rock ’n’ roll 
story, talk about paying your dues, it was great 
to see success for such a deserving artist 


ia Premium Rush (2012) —- 
Directed by David Koepp 


joseph gordon-levitt and michael shannon are 
terrific as a bike messenger and a crooked cop. 
this exciting and tense new york city film is 
worth seeing 


ia The Sapphires (2013) —- 
Directed by Wayne Blair 


a wonderful true story of a girl group from Aus- 
tralia touring war-torn Vietnam in the ’60s. chris 
o’dowd is great as their manager, and all the girls 
shine as the sapphires, great music. 


Boz Scaggs — Memphis (429) 


boz playing the blues, check it out 


Tip: 
Wilco - Impossible Germany - Letterman. Check out the 
YouTube video of one of the greatest riffs in music. 


ANDREW 


Milk Music — Cruise Your 


Illusion (FAT Possum) 
“Dance naked in a state of bliss — with a cobra 
in your fist” 


Bill Fay — Time Of The Last 


Persecution (4 MENWITH BEARDS) 

Heavy vibe. Been waiting for a proper reissue 
of this 71 album for quite some time, and Four 
Men With Beards got it right. Fay has shed the 
strings from his previous album and catches the 
groove along with guitarist Ray Russell, whose 
skills are heavily on display. There are plenty of 
wonderful, subtle songs that jump out, but they 
are best listened to as a whole. 





S. E. Rogie — The Sounds Of 
S.E. Rogie Vol. I (mississippi) 


Here is a flawless reissue of an ’80s comp that 
brings together the 60s recordings of Sierra Le- 
one’s S.E. Rogie. In my opinion this is the kind 
aof music that should be easily accessible, for 
a nice price to boot, and justifies the concept 
of “the reissue,” in which it seems every old, 
under-the-radar recording hits wax these days. 
Whether playing solo acoustic or electric with 
his band, The Morningstars, Rogie’s guitar playing 
is simply breathtaking. His gentle vocals, which 
switches between English and three other lan- 
guages, weave perfectly into the songs as well. It 
must be something in the Palm Wine! 


Six Feet Under —- 


Various Artists (MississiPP!) 

This is a ROCK solid comp of obscure rock ’n’ 
rollers from days gone by. Surf, country, rocka- 
billy, instrumentals and howling at the moon are 
all touched upon here ... 


AUDRA 
WOLFMANN 


AKA Odessa Lil: 
available for weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, 
seances and home foreclosures. 


() Girls (2012) -— Created by 


Lena Dunham 

“No one could ever hate me as much as | hate 
myself, okay? So any mean thing someone’s gon- 
na think of to say about me, I’ve already said to 
me, about me, probably in the last half hour!” 


It is true that Lena Dunham is “a voice of a gen- 
eration.” 
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OjArcher: The Complete 
Season Three — Created by 
Adam Reed 


“It’s pretty hard to stay anonymous when you’re 
the world’s greatest secret agent.” 


Archer continues its fast-paced, joke-packed, of- 
fensive awesomeness into season three. 


ia Killer Joe (2011) — Directed 
by William Friedkin 

“If you insult me again, | will cut your face off and 
wear it over my own. Do you understand?” 


This movie is hard boiled AND deep-fried. An 
astonishingly well-written and disturbing script 
gets Friedkined in the best of ways. Stellar roles 
for Matthew McConaughey and Gina Gershon. 


Hanni El Khatib — Head in the 
Dirt (INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 
— Push the Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD) 


They Might Be Giants — 
Nanobots (iDLEWILD) 


The Black Angels — Indigo 
Meadow (BLUE HORIZON VENTURES) 
Tip: 


Check out my TV-on-the-Internet show, Speakeasily: www. 
youtube.com/odessalil 


4 
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BENJAMIN 


Those who stare into the mouth 
of the beast, blessed be. 


Aosoth —- IV: An Arrow 
In Heart (AGONIA) 


Antediluvian — Logos 
(NUCLEAR WAR NOW! PRODUCTIONS) 


Paysage d’Hiver — Das Tor 
(KUNSTHALL PRODUKTIONEN) 


Head Of The Demon -— 


Head Of The Demon 
(THE AJNA OFFENSIVE) 


Nightbringer / Dodsengel - 
Circumambulations of 

the Solar Inferno 

(DAEMON WORSHIP) 


Cultes Des Ghoules — Henbane 
(HELLS HEADBANGERS) 


CARLY 


Li? Red 


Agent Orange - Living in 
Darkness (DRASTIC PLASTIC) 

Great mix of surf rock and punk. Always a good- 
ie to dance around to. 


Bags — Survive 7” (REVOLVER) 
Classic L.A. punk rock. 


Bikini Kill — Bikini Kill 
(KILL ROCK STARS) 
Girls to the front. 


Darkthrone — Underground 


Resistance (PEACEVILLE) 
They always satisfy my palate 
it's Darkthrone. 


Pagan Altar — Lords of 


Hypocrisy (SHADOW KINGDOM) 
NWOBHM proto-doom masters rooted firmly 
in the traditions of Sabbath. 


Vice Squad — No Cause For 


Concern 7” (Dojo) 
Classic female U.K. street punk awesomeness. 


DANIMAL 


Deux Filles — Silence & 
Wisdom/Double Happiness (.1™) 


lasos — Celestial Soul Portrait 
(NUMERO GROUP) 


Ignatz — Can | Go Home Now? 
(FONAL) 


Steve Hauschildt — Sequitur 
(KRANKY) 


Kuupuu — Sisar/Sous Juju (E™) 


Vazz -— Chronoillogical (Glasgow 


Recordings 1982 - 1987) 
(FORCED NOSTALGIA) 


Terry Riley & Don Cherry — 
Live Koln 1975 (NO LABEL) 


Peter Jefferies — 
The Last Great Challenge 
in a Dull World (DE sTIL) 


Dean Blunt — The Redeemer 
(HIPPOS IN TANKS) 


Stellar OM Source — Joy One 
Mile (RVNG INTL) 


Ilaiyaraaja — Ilectro 
(FINDERS KEEPERS) 
Woo - It’s Cosy Inside (DRAG ciTY) 


Tip: 
INNERCITY 


SNACKS WE LIKE 


BORN & RAISED IN 


SAN FRANCISCO 
“& PAPALOTE SALSA 

SS 3 TWINS ICE CREAM 
“& GELATERIA NAIA BARS 
“& LARTISAN MACARONS 
“S LOVE & HUMMUS 

“> TCHO CHOCOLATE 


PLUS TONS OF LOCAL 
& SEASONAL PRODUCE! 


WHOLE 
FOODS 


M A R K E T 


LOCATED ACROSS 
THE STREET FROM 
AMOEBA SF! 

690 Stanyan Street , SF 


415.876.6740 
Open Daily, 8 am — 10 pm 


f facebook.com/WFMHaight 
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HUFFLE 


AgnosticTrue Believer 


Todd Rundgren - State 

(CHERRY RED) 

Classic Todd with an electronica flavor, some- 
thing he’s attempted before but really nailed this 
time. 


Duane Allman —- Skydog 
(ROUNDER) 
The last word on Brother Duane. 


Pat Metheny -— Tap: John 


Zorn’s Book of Angels, Vol. 20 
(NONESUCH) 
Another seemingly daft idea done right. 


Led Zeppelin — One More 


Night (No LABEL) 
Southhampton, January 1973. Possibly the best 
sounding Zep out there. 


The Bryan Ferry Orchestra — 


The Jazz Age 
(BMG RIGHTS MANAGEMENT) 
A daft idea done right. 


Del Shannon —- Drop Down and 


Get Me (UNIDISc) 
Tom Petty produced and the Heartbreakers play 
back-up on this early ’80s gem. 


Daevid Allen/Magick Brothers 


— Live In San Francisco (GONZO) 
Charming snapshot of a sublime gig. 


Tubes — Remote Control 
(ICONOCLASSIC) 
Maybe the Tubes best, most rocking album. 


Tip: 
Ya gotta buy it when ya see it, cause next time it might 
not be here. 


46 MUSIC WELIKE »* Fall/Winter 2013-2014 





DAVID HARBER 


| became insane, 
with long intervals of horrible sanity. 


The Oblivians — Desperation 

(IN THE RED) 

What else is there to say? It’s The Oblivians! 
Desperation is the first studio album for them in 
16 years, and they still have the force of a wreck- 
ing ball. A must have! 


Fuzz — Sleigh Ride/You Won’t 


See Me 7”? (INTHE RED) 

Even though it’s a mere 45, you will not be dis- 
appointed with Ty Segall’s new onslaught, Fuzz. 
These two songs hold more raw power than 
some bands’ entire records. 


Detroit Rock City - 


by Steve Miller (DA capo press) 
Finally, the uncensored oral history of arguably 
the greatest rock and roll city, Detroit. For read- 
ers who loved Please Kill Me, Detroit Rock City 
encapsulates the city’s history from the MC5 and 
The Stooges all the way to The Gories, Rocket 
455 and The White Stripes. 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 


-— Push The Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD) 
Push The Sky is the 15th studio album by Nick 
Cave and the Bad Seeds and follows up Dig!!! 
Lazarus Dig!!! Though this record is musically 
more mellow then other Cave albums, its lyrical 
content is a power house. Push The Sky Away is 
a dark and perfect new release from the king of 
murder ballads. 


Blind Willie McTell - 

The Complete Recorded Works 
in Chronological Order Vol. [-3 
(THIRD MAN) 

Jack White teamed up with Document Records, 
re-releasing all of Blind Willie McTell’s original 
recordings. A must have for any blues lover. 






FRAME SE 


wear 


Charley Patton - 
The Complete Recorded Works 


in Chronological Order Vol. [-3 
(THIRD MAN) 

Charlie Patton is arguable the first true blues- 
man. Having all of his original recordings back 
on vinyl is a true gem. His voice and stuttered 
guitar playing releases primitive emotions that 
are truly beautiful. Too much of a good thing is 
never enough, and there is never enough Charlie 
Patton. 


Davin JAMES 


MUSIC!!! 


Ceramic Dog — Your Turn 
(NORTHERN SPY) 

Marc Ribot’s second album with Drummer Ches 
Smith and multi-instrumentalist Shahzad Ismaily 
is a largely song-oriented (vocals by Ribot) 
power trio raveup. Jazz? Who knows? Kicks butt 
though, | know that. 


Jacky Terrasson — Gouache 
(SUNNYSIDE) 

Well, I'd just started to formulate pretty strong 
opinions about contemporary jazz piano (most- 
ly negative). Of course, then | actually hear this 
and the newest Marc Cary album. At the mo- 
ment, this record tickles me. From Latin-tinged 
opener “Try to Catch Me” to a soft-shoe piano 
trio version of Amy Winehouse’s “Rehab,” this 
is a fun record. A “nice” record, even. | don’t 
mean that in a bad way. Features Michel Portal 
on bass clarinet and Cecile McLorin Salvant on 
vocals. Nice. 


Cecile McLorin Salvant — 


WomanChild (MACK AVENUE) 

The first time | saw Cassandra Wilson perform 
live, | heard a woman remark that Wilson was “a 
poor man’s Betty Carter. Well, I’ve already heard 
McLorin Salvant compared to Carter, Billie Holi- 
day and Sarah Vaughan. | think these are meant 
as compliments (and | would add that her voice, 
as an instrument, shares qualities with Abbey 
Lincoln), but this 23-year-old has a lot of original 
ideas happening (check out her take on “Jitter- 
bug Waltz’) as well as technique (see “What a 
Little Moonlight Can Do”). It should be fun lis- 
tening to her develop over the years. 


Kobo Town —- Jumbie in the 


Juke Box (CUMBANCHA) 
Calypso moderne. 





SW \ ee 


“ 
Buika — La Noche Mas Larga 
(WARNER MUSIC LATINA) 
Good God!! That Voice!!! That amazingly soul- 
ful voice. And that funk Afro-flamenco groove. 
Imagine that combination of goodness interpret- 
ing standards by Jacques Brel, Billie Holiday, Ab- 
bey Lincoln and others, as well as her own tunes. 
If you like the way that sounds in the ear of your 
imagination, check out the reality. It might be 
even better! 


Dave Douglas — Time Travel 
(GREENLEAF) 


Anna Webber - Percussive 
Mechanics (PiROUET) 


Marc Cary — For the Love of 


Abbey (MOTEMA) 
Marc Cary. Solo piano. Abbey Lincoln tunes. 
What. 


Bill Frisell — Big Sur 

(SONY MASTERWORKS) 

I'd steeled myself, prepared myself to not like 
this. Surprise!!! | like this! His compositions for 
this guitar-cello-viola-violin-drums quintet are 
sometimes sweet, sometimes soaring, never 
straying into cloying. 


Bill Frisell — Silent Comedy 
(TZADIK) 

This is a very different side of Bill Frisell — the 
side | didn’t think he’d show in public anymore. 
The solo electric guitar-plus-effects side. 


DERECK 


Wolf Eyes — No Answer: 
Lower Floors (DE STIjL) 


Gila — Bury My Heart at 
Wounded Knee (warner) 
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APPLE Books 


Since 1967 


506 Clement St. @ 6th Ave. 
(415) 387-2272 
greenapplebooks.com 


Open Late Daily 
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Richard Pinhas — 
Desolation Row (CUNEIFORM) 


Aaron Dilloway - 
Corpse on Horsebdck (crGor) 


Devo — Hardcore Vol. | & 2 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Zoviet France — 7.10.12 
(ALT.VINYL) 


DERRICK 


Buika — La Noche Mas Larga 
(WEA) 

It must be a difficult task to pull off, but this is 
both elegant and earthy, African and Spanish, 
jazzy and dancy, but in a latin-esque sorta way. 
| wish | knew what she was saying. She reminds 
me a bit of Nina Simone. 


Femi Kuti - 
No Place For My Dream 


(KNITTING FACTORY) 
Toughest grooves, most blastingest horns, pow- 
erful vocals ... “No Work No Job No Money!” 


Bettie Serveert —- Oh Mayhem 
(SECOND MOTION) 

| love Bettie Serveert. They write angular, con- 
templative pop songs, Carol Van Dijk’s lilting 
vocals. Smart stuff. This new album is much 
more straight forward than usual, but no less 
sharp. 


London Is The Place For Me 


Vol. 5 & 6 — Various Artists 
(HONEST JON’S) 

Two CDs. Yes, it’s expensive, but so is breath- 
ing! Afro-cubism, calypso, highlife from the ’40s 
& ’50s. You can’t beat this! 


ia Mama (2013) — Directed by 
Andrés Muschietti 


Horror movies are not meant to change your 
life, just alter your reality for an hour and a half. 
Guillero Del Toro’s name will get me to watch 
anything. There are a handful of classic haunted 
house moments here, and the original short film 
it was based on is included. 


DUNCAN 


i buy movies. 


Caveman — Caveman (FAT Possum) 
Like Grizzly Bear? Beach House? Perhaps you 
even remember French Kicks fondly (Nick 
Stumpf, their frontman, produced this)? You 
should be listening to Caveman. Or do | have 
to club you over the head and drag you home 
to my stereo? 


Phoenix — Bankrupt! (GLASsNOTE) 
Better than Amadeus? Surprisingly so. 


The Strokes — Comedown 


Machine (Rca) 

| never thought I’d be recommending a Strokes 
album again, but Casablancas’ solo stint seems 
to have energized him creatively and softened 
him to the idea of being in a band again (you 
know, like, actually in the same room during a 
recording session). This is their most exciting set 
of songs since their beginning, and what’s more 
impressive is that all of it is unmistakably The 
Strokes and yet, almost none of it sounds like any 
other Strokes album (although it will certainly 
add fuel to the “did the Strokes rip off Phoenix 
or did Phoenix rip off The Strokes” fire). If this is 
their end (as many signs seem to point toward), 
it’s not a bad stroke to climax on. 


Savages — Silence Yourself 
(MATADOR) 

If the world hasn’t gone terribly wrong then, 
by the time this book sees print, recommend- 
ing Savages will be rather a “DUH” proposition. 
Has the world gone terribly wrong? Well then, 
what better time than now to listen to these 
intense, precise, purposeful banshees. Yes, their 
major tropes are undeniably post-punk, but they 
also call to mind PJ Harvey, Pixies, early Jane’s 
Addiction — bands which seemed to spring fully 
formed from the heads of their members and 
were immediately impossible to ignore. Check 
them out tearing Jimmy Fallon’s show a new one 
for the proof. These gals are the most exciting 
new band i’ve heard or seen in ages. 


im Upstream Color (2013) - 
Directed by Shane Carruth 


| believe this film is the definition of haunting. 
Dream-like in its presentation and as obscure in 
the way it communicates its ideas (sometimes to 
the point of frustration), but always engaging for 
the patient, thoughtful viewer, and lovely to look 
at. If you enjoyed the more experimental aspects 


of The Tree of Life or read and loved Charles 
Burns’ graphic novel Black Hole, give this one 
some of your brain power for a few months. 


ia Jack Reacher (2012) - 
Directed by Christopher 


McQuarrie 

Usual Suspects scribe Christopher McQuarrie 
returns to directing more than a decade after 
the under-appreciated Way of the Gun with an- 
other 1970s-film inspired slice of machismo. 
Three parts “Justified” swagger, two parts John 
Grisham thriller and one part “Sherlock Hol- 
mes”; served with a spritz of good ol’ Robert 
Duval seltzer and a garnish of unexpected Wer- 
ner Herzog menace. 


im Lupin the 3rd: Green vs. Red 
(2008) — Directed by Shigeyuki 
Miya 

For the 40th anniversary of the series, the Lupin 
gang have pulled off their most impressive feat, 
yet: They've done something new. This feels like 
a Lupin film written by Charlie Kaufman (Being 
John Malkovich). As such, it may be too light on 
action and too heavy on concept for the casual 
fan, but it is the most daring Lupin film ever. 


Tips: 
always appreciated. 


FDGARDO 


“Just because you put a cat in the oven 
doesn’t make it a biscuit.” 


Big Country — At The BBC 


(Box Set) (UNIVERSAL) 

This is a wonderful collection of BBC Radio & 
Television performances between |982 and 1990 
by this truly original band. The majority of the 
material contained in this deluxe box set (three 
CDs + one DVD) are previously unreleased. A 
hardbound book, archive photos, a poster and 
postcards complete this super package. 


Blackbelt Andersen — 


Blackbelt Andersen II (FULL Pupp) 
Blackblet Andersen (Daniel Tjus Andersen) is 
a Norwegian DJ/producer who makes catchy, 
funky, disco-y techno-house. His sound has been 
described as “Juan Atkins jamming with Airto 
Moreira with a bit of Larry Levan thrown in.” A 
bonus second disc is included, which includes a 
continuous mix of the entire album. 
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Ahmir “Questlove” 
Thompson & Ben Greenman 
-— Mo’ Meta Blues: The World 


According To Questlove 

(GRAND CENTRAL) 

Since we now have books, | would like to rec- 
ommend this new release written by the mul- 
titalented Questlove. This musical memoir re- 
veals his insightful perspective on Hip Hop and 
all things music, along with some very amusing 
anecdotes about his experiences with fellow 
music artists and celebrities.A really good read 
indeed. 


Bach Arias — J].S. Bach 

Featuring: Ensemble Pulcinella 

with Ophelie Gaillard 

(ARKIV MUSIC) 

Among the numerous releases of J.S. Bach Can- 
tatas, this is definitely unique. The selections on 
this album feature the rare piccolo cello (es- 
sentially a 5-string |8th century cello). Bach’s 
cantatas are among his most beautiful composi- 
tions and his sublime style shines in these per- 
formances with gorgeous singing and ensemble 


playing. 


GABRIEL 


Video man. 


Melvins — Everybody Loves 


Sausages (IPECAC) 
Awesome covers record by the Melvins. Check 
out Black Betty” and Queen’s ’’Best Friend”! 


ia Repo Man (1984) - 
Directed by Alex Cox 


Criterion’s Blu-ray of Repo Man is fantastic! It 
includes the edited-for-TV version too. A must 
see for fans of ’80s movies. 


ia Spring Breakers (2013) - 


Directed by Harmony Korine 
Best movie I’ve seen in a long time. 


Mikal Cronin — MCII (merce) 


Excellent! 


Thao & The Get Down Stay 


Down — We The Common 
(RIBBON MUSIC) 
This is good stuff. 
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GRACE 


ia Pina (2011) — Directed by 
Wim Wenders 


ia Lincoln (2012) -— Directed by 
Steven Speilberg 


im Wuthering Heights (1939) — 
Directed by William Wyler 


Mac DeMarco — 2 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Nick Cave and The Bad Seeds 
— Push the Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD.) 


House of Psychotic Women: 
An Autobiographical Topogra- 
phy of Female Neurosis in Hor- 
ror and Exploitation Films — By 
Kier-La Janisse (FAB PRESS) 


Tip: 
dics.bandcamp.com and R.I.P Kevin Ayers 


GREG 


On two wheels preferably. 


The 5.6.7.8’s — The 5.6.7.8’s 

(AU GO GO) 

These kooky Tokyo ladies play straight-up surf/ 
lounge rock with a punk edge. | always listen to 
them when I’m feeling low and usually perk up 
right away. Also featured in one of those Kill Bill 
films. You’ve seen ’em and heard ’em, now buy 
"em!!! 


Clara Rockmore — 
Clara Rockmore’s Lost 


Theremin Album eriDceE) 

The theremin is an early electronic musical in- 
strument that is played without touch. You might 
remember Jon Spencer humping a theremin at 
the Blues Explosion in-store @ Amoeba SF a 
few years ago. Clara Rockmore is the supreme 
virtuoso of the instrument. This album features 
her solo and accompanied by a piano on some 
tracks. Otherworldly, haunting, deeply touching; 
these are all words | would apply to Clara Rock- 
more’s skill on the instrument, and this CD is a 
great set of tunes. 


This Is Dubstep 2013 - 


Various Artists (AE! MEDIA) 

Have you heard dubstep yet? | bet you have as 
the “bass drop” sound is all over TV commercials 
and U.S. pop music nowadays. Stemming from 
the U.K. drum ’n’ bass, 2-step, garage & grime 
scenes of the 90s and ’00s, Dubstep pulls heavily 
on the influences of reggae and dub, while us- 
ing electronics to achieve the goal of you shak- 
ing your groove thang. Some of these songs are 
more poppy than other truly frightening dubstep, 
but you still get the essential elements. Give it, 
or any of our other dubstep titles, a try. 


Desperadoes Steel Orchestra 


— The Jammer (DELOs) 

| didn’t realize | have a favorite steel pan orches- 
tra, but | do, and this is it. The Desperadoes are 
the award-winning orchestra from Trinidad. The 
recording is amazing, when you step back and 
think this is all done with steel drums. Then you 
realize that the “orchestra” appellation is not 
a farce. There are at least 100 musicians in the 
band, and they all keep on time together. The 
result is truly brilliant. Favorite track: “Musical 
Volcano.” Check it out. 


Club Ska ’67 — Various Artists 
(MANGO) 

Ska, progenitor to rocksteady & reggae. This al- 
bum was my introduction to ’60s Ska, and it is 
a doozy.All the greats: the Skatalites, the Flames 
(a.k.a. Toots & the Maytals), trumpet great Baba 
Brooks and Mr. Rocksteady Desmond Dekker. 
Every track on this disc is pure gold. Even after 
27 years (yeah, I’m old), this is one of my all-time 
favorites. | could listen to it again and again. 


, 
eecFe EcEK: 


Berlin Symphony Of A Great 
City Largo — Timothy Brock 
Featuring Timothy Brock, David 
Beck, Olympia Chamber Orchestra 

(K RECORDS) 

A classical CD on K Records? That’s what | said 
when | found this one. Not being much of a clas- 
sical music buff, | thought the crossover poten- 
tial would be great. The music is sweeping and 
moving, and generally enjoyable. Specifically, it 
would be an ideal accompaniment to walking 
around Berlin, or any of the other great cities 
of the world. Yep. 


Tip: 
If you're low on cash, try busking in the Powell Street Sta- 
tion. | made at least five dollars every time | did. 


JACOB 


Electronic music wrangler, cat herder. 


Johnny Marr — The Messenger 
(WARNER) 

Simply rockin’, of course. What can | really say 
about Johnny Marr? He’s the man. He’s played 
with everyone who’s mattered in the last 30 
years of rock music, from The Smiths to Mod- 
est Mouse, Talking Heads and Electronic with 
Bernard Sumner (Joy Division/New Order). 
The guy knows how to write a good tune. Any- 
way, this is on heavy rotation at the house. It’s 
definitely one of the records my girl and | lis- 
ten to a lot these days. There’s also some really 
nice Nick Lowe-ish power pop moments here. 
Can’t go wrong with that. RIYL catchy jams to 
sing along to. 


KMFH —- Boat Party (witD oats) 

Killer, playful, and crunchy debut LP from Kyle 
Hall whose mentors include Detroit legends 
such as Theo Parrish, Omar-S, Carl Craig, Rick 
Wilhite and Mike Huckaby. Kyle manages to 
reference ghettotech, Moodymann, garage 
house and even touches of industrial.All filtered 
through his funky a$$ mind. Standout tunes are: 


“Flemmenup” — A nasty piece of electro busi- 
ness, at least it’s Kyle’s own version of that sound. 
All snares and throbbing kicks forcing your head 
to nod and booties to shake. 


“Crushed” —A Detroit house jam with a soul- 
ful filtered vocal refrain weaving its way through 
stomping kick drums and stinging hi hats soaked 
in reverb at times. It’s simply gorgeous. 


MUSIC WELIKE »%& Fall/Winter 2013-2014 51 


“Measure 2 Measure” — Another soulful house 
affair with a dubbed-out vocal loop and drums 
that dip in and out of the mix. It’s like Lee Perry 
and Moodymann smoked some green and went 
to town in the studio (minus the cows). 


“KIXCLAP$CHORD$NHAT$” — The first 
tune on the album and clocks in at just under 
two minutes, so | suppose it could be the intro. It 
sounds like a Detroit take on Garage house, and 
it’s a shame it’s so short! RIYL Detroit Techno. 


K-Maxx — Sweater Funk 
Presents...K-MAXX! 


(SOUND BOUTIQUE) 

Boogie/modern funk from San Franciso’s multi- 
instrumentalist, singer, MC, radio host, and all- 
around good guy Ken Hopkins aka K-Maxx! 
Ken’s been making music since the ’90s and has 
hosted his own radio show Ghetto Gumbo on 
KPOO for about a decade now. This EP is Ken’s 
reaction to the lack of men professing their love 
in modern R&B. It’s set up to document the 
course of most relationships, from the first flir- 
tations (“Eye On You”), to those LONG week- 
ends (“Cupcakin”), admitting that you can’t do 
without her (“Make it Official’), and it wraps up 
with “My Medicine” — an ode to that significant 
other that you know will make everything al- 
right, no matter what hurdles life throws at you. 
RIYL Dam-Funk, Slave, Onra, Peoples Potential 
Unlimited. 


Plaza — Flip Phone / Midnight 


Ocean Rendezvous 7” 

(SOUND BOUTIQUE) 

Another San Francisco record from local D) 
and producer Johan Churchill (aka Plaza). It 
reflects Johan’s DJ] sets, raw boogie and italo, 
some disco and some early house music. His 
live performances are no joke either; tables 
sprawling with gear (not just a laptop and a 
keyboard), all manipulated to maximum dance- 
floor effect. This is his first release. Expect 
more goodness from this young producer. RIYL 
Moon B, Simoncino. 


Chico Mann —- Magical Thinking 
(SOUNDWAY) 

Chico Mann is the pseudonym of Marcos Garcia, 
guitarist in Brooklyn-based Afrobeat band Anti- 
balas. The first time | saw them perform was at 
a record release party for a Joe Cuba best of 
on Fania a couple of years back. The band com- 
prised of electric drums, keyboards/guitar, and a 
laptop triggering effects and such. That night the 
band ran through their regular brand of Afro- 
beat fused with freestyle and Afro-Latin music, 
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while also included their own versions of classic 
Joe Cuba boogaloo joints like “Wobble Cha’?! It 
was insane! My mind was blown! Freestyle and 
boogaloo? Two styles of music | hold dear to 
my heart brought together by this band? Two 
styles of music that existed in their respective 
eras solely to make young Latinos dance? | was 
instantly a fan, no one sounds like this! Well, this 
new record takes the sound to new heights by 
adding a heavy boogie/modern funk sound to 
their arsenal. Imagine Dam-Funk jamming with 
WAR, that’s your thing then you HAFTA pick 
up this record! 


Tip: 

When boarding MUNI or BART, head immediately for an 
empty seat or find someplace else to stand that’s NOT in 
the doorway. Other people are boarding too! 


JAMES 
DILLON 


you CAN buy happiness!!! 
www.potatopotato.etsy.com 


Enjoy the Experience — 

Various Artists (NOW AGAIN) 

This is a collection of self-released albums. It is 
out on LP and CD, but you really need to pick 
up the book that has a million examples of weird 
album covers. With the exception of maybe the 
Shaggs, | guarantee you have never seen these 
before, and the music is far out, man! “Featuring 
the best (and worst) music that was too good 
for major label backing, Enjoy The Experience is 
a hilarious and obsessively passionate collection 
of vanity and insanity from the depths of human 
creativity.” — John Zorn 


Conet Project — Recordings of 


Shortwave Numbers Stations 
(IRDIAL DISCS) 

This is an amazing collection of shortwave 
numbers stations. No one knows where they 
originate, but they are believed to be operated 
by government agencies to communicate with 
secret agents. The original release had four discs, 
but this new edition contains a fifth disc of not 
numbers, but noise stations. One of the strang- 
est and intriguing releases | have ever heard. 


Devo — Hardcore Devo 

Vol. | & 2 (SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

Early demo versions of Devo’s greatest songs, 
finally pressed on vinyl. Think I’m only a spud boy 
looking for a real tomato. 







ry <= 


TV AGKNS 


Solid Foundation - 


By David Katz (AwWBONE PRESS) 

This is the definitive history of Jamaican music 
by the man called Dave Katz. Newly revised and 
expanded featuring interviews with everyone 
involved in the creation and history of Jamaican 
music. This is essential reading for music lovers. 


Spinal Tap — This is Spinal Tap 
(THE CONTROL GROUP) 

One of my all time favorites, reissued on vinyl for 
the first time in 30 years. | still have my original 
copy, and if you do not, do yourself a favor and 
buy it! A fine line between clever and stupid. 


CQ Johnny Sokko and His Flying 
Robot (1969) 

Here is the complete “Johnny Sokko” that | have 
not seen since | watched them as a child on Cap- 
tain Cosmic that aired on KTVU channel 2 in the 
60s. Fans of Ultraman will dig this. Featuring a 
24-page booklet written by Japanese sci-fi ex- 
pert August Ragone. 


im Winsor McCay: The Master 
Edition (1914) — Directed by 
Winsor McCay 


The most amazing animation ever produced. 


Featuring every surviving film that McCay hand 
drew from I9II to 1921. My favorites are 
“Gertie the Dinosaur,’ “How A Mosquito Op- 
erates” and the incredibly realistic “The Sinking 


Of The Lusitania”’ Must be seen to be believed. 


You also need to check out the reprints of his 
many comic strips in our newly expanded book 
section. 


Dj) Nu-Mark - Broken Sunlight 
(HOT PLATE) 

I’ts nice to hear some quality hip hop for a 
change. Uncle Nu pulled out all of the stops and 
this is all killer, no filler. You can get this on a 10” 
vinyl series or get the CD for the bonus DVD. 


Judas Priest — Screaming for 


Vengeance (LEGACY) 
This reissue is great for the original album and 
bonus tracks, but the real reason to pick this 


©LifeFood 
organic 


GRAB & GO 
RAW 
ORGANIC 
VEGETARIAN 
CUISINE IN 
THE HEART OF 
HOLLYWOOD 


1507 N. Cahuenga Blvd. 
Hollywood, CA 90028 
(323) 466-092 
LifeFoodOrganic.com 
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up is the second disc that contains a DVD of 
the U.S. festival performance from 1983 in its 
entirety. It is truly amazing as these metal gods 
are at the peak of their powers. | have watched 
it many times. 


Tip: 

Be the life of the party with these high-quality novelty cel- 
luloid buttons. These beauties provide subjects for pleasant 
jokes and amusing conversation, and thus smooths the way 
to a more familiar acquaintance and cordial friendship. Just 
wear one and watch the effect. Get yours now at all three 
Amoeba stores or at www.potatopotato.etsy.com 


JEFF 


Qwel & Maker - Beautiful Raw 
(GALAPAGOS 4) 


Searching For Sugar Man (2012) 
- Directed by Malik 
Bendjelloul 


JEFFERSON 


Ivo Malec — Triola ou 


Symphonie pour moi-meme 
(RECOLLECTION GRM) 


Veronica Falls — Waiting for 


Something to Happen 
(SLUMBERLAND) 


Invisible Hands - Invisible 
Hands (ABDUCTION) 


Go — Fiesta (BURGER) 
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Public Nuisance — 
Gotta Survive (THIRD MAN) 


Bernard Parmegiani —- 


De Natura Sonorum 
(RECOLLECTION GRM) 


Joakim Skogsberg — Jola Rota 
(SUBLIMINAL SOUNDS) 


Milk Music — Cruise Your 
Ilusion (FAT POssUM) 


Kat Epple & Bob Stohl - 
Sanctus Spiritus (DEAD-CERT) 


Tip: 
Hawkwind performing the Warrior on the Edge of Time 
LP on Tour this October. 


JOF 


Roots Music Maven 


Maurice Tani & 77 El Deora — 


Blue Line wir 0113) 

Good album from local songwriter and perform- 
er Maurice Tani. Maurice has a very appealing and 
unique voice a la Willie Nelson and is a very ac- 
complished songwriter. He usually works in the 
C&W vein, but borrows from many genres. He 
enlists Jenn Courtney and Pam Brandon to sing 
some of the songs. Check out “Nadine,” one of 
the few covers, which has a Tom Waits vibe. 


Jeff Lynne — Armchair Theatre 
(FRONTIERS) 

This is a remastered version with a couple of 
bonus tracks of Jeff’s masterpiece from 1990. 
“Now You’re Gone” is probably my favorite, but 
every song is great. 


Slide Brothers — 
Robert Randolph Presents: 


The Slide Brothers (CONCORD) 

Cool album from excellent Sacred Steel players 
Chuck & Darick Campbell, Aubrey Ghent and 
Calvin Cooke. Robert Randolph produces and 
probably chose most of the blues based songs. 
Blues is a bit of a departure for most of these 
guys, but stylistically their gospel roots work 
perfectly. My favorite tune is “Motherless Chil- 
dren,” a standard that was popularized by Eric 
Clapton. 


The Gay Family — God WII 


Take Care Of You (GOSPEL FRIEND) 
The Gay Family were a very popular female vo- 
cal group from Chicago who hit their stride in 
the 1950s. They recorded many singles for vari- 
ous labels and one album for Savoy. This album 
features their excellent songwriting and great 
vocal sounds, which sound a bit like the Ward 
Singers. 


Tip: 
Check out my vinyl blog on Amoeba.com and everything 
vinyl at Vinylbeat.com. 


Joun © 


Barn Owl — V (THRILL JOCKEY) 


Blue Hawaii — Untogether 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


Broadcast — Berberian Sound 
Studio (warp) 


Crime & The City Solution — 
American Twilight (MUTE) 


Daughter — If You Leave 
(GLASSNOTE) 


Dirty Beaches — Drifters/Love 
is The Devil (Zoo music) 


The Haxan Cloak - 
Excavation (TRIANGLE) 


The Knife — Shaking The 
Habitual (Mute) 


Still Corners — Strange 
Pleasures (SuB PoP) 


Suede - Bloodsports 
(INGROOVES) 


Ulfur — White Mountain 
(WESTERN VINYL) 


Var — No One Dances Quite 
Like My Brother (sacreD BONES) 


Sigur Ros — Kveikur (x1) 


Julia Holter — Loud City Song 
(DOMINO) 


Zola Jesus — Versions 
(SACRED BONES) 


JOHN W. 
GARCIA 


#54 


S.0.S. (John Surman / Alan 
Skidmore / Mike Osborne) 


- Looking for the Next One 
(CUNEIFORM) 

Not the soul band, but a sonically well-heeled 
archival set from the triune, Anglo-Saxophonic, 
godheads. 


Terje Rypdal / The Hilliard 


Ensemble —- Melodic Warrior 
(ECM) 

A massive, momentous occasion of orchestral 
pulchritude. 


Long Story Short (curated by 
Peter Brotzmann) - 


Various Artists — (TROST) 
Five-disc multinational, ultra-tonic, conflagrative 
basheroo! 
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BEDROCK:-LA 


rehearseerecorderenterelax 


+ /bedrockLA @bedrockLA 


Rehearse here. 
Record a hit record. 
Rent gear. 

Get your gear fixed. 
EN eybaley lle 


Oye (smd atom (oh) (-1-1 Melalecmeyalasa 
(o(=t-hanego)aam@)¢-bale(-mmivk-hel-y am Ukelole 
Blue, Telefunken, Cleartone + more! 


BEDROCK.LA IS POWERED BY 


ORANGE YOO 
(Cz 


AY ITer ney ey atey ates 


We are Echo Park's massive music mecca. Our 
mission is to provide top shelf service to the 
working musician at reasonable rates with zero 
attitude. Open 11am-midnight every day. 


213.673.1473 
| >J-Yo holed dA. WMeroy i! 
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JOHNNY 
Macs 


Los Salvajes — Lo Mejor de 
Los Salvajes (viNiLisssiMo) 


Cumbia Beat Vol. 2: Tropical 
Sounds from Peru 1966-1983 —- 
Various Artists (VAMP! SOUL) 


Los Huracanes - 
Los Huracanes (VINILIssiMo) 


Fitz And The Tantrums — 


More Than Just A Dream 
(ELEKTRA) 


() Breaking Bad - The Fifth 
Season (2012) — Created by 
Vince Gilligan 


JORDAN 


Oscar Pettiford — Lost Tapes: 
Germany 1958/1959 (jazz HAUs) 


It’s impossible to get enough Oscar Pettiford, 
making this previously unreleased material very 
exciting. The album includes live and studio sets, 
both of which highlight Pettiford’s ability to hold 
the rhythm section together while providing just 
a bit of flare. All the musicians perform excep- 
tionally, but Pettiford’s unique style shines. 


Christian McBride — People 


Music (MACK AVENUE) 

There have been a lot of straight-ahead releas- 
es this year, and this has to be one of the best. 
McBride and pianist Peter Martin play incredibly 
together making for a powerful rhythm section. 
The compositions are simple enough while be- 
ing fresh and interesting. Some great playing by 
Steve Wilson and Warren Wolf as well. 


Chris Potter — The Sirens (Eéc™) 
Chris Potter shows a bit more restraint than 
in his earlier work with somewhat slower and 
more mellow compositions. While less intense 
at times, the playing still shows a great deal of 
thought and has a dramatic feel. 


Pantha du Prince & The Bell 


Laboratory — Elements of Light 
(ROUGH TRADE) 

Even more bells in Pantha du Prince’s most re- 
cent album. Not quite as strong as Black Noise, 
but still a very good album with some interest- 
ing bell playing. 


Tip: 
The Answer Is Always Pork 


JULES 


ii Sonatine (1993) — Directed 
by Takeshi Kitano 


I’ve watched three Takeshi Kitano movies since 
the last edition of Music We Like [special shout- 
out to the VHS Department, where | found all 
three for cheap], this was my favorite, but | en- 
joyed all of them. This one features Okinawa and 
the best collection of deadstocked Haiwaiian 
shirts i’ve ever seen, most of the cast just spends 
the movie killing time on the beach wearing Ha- 
waiian shirts waiting for some Yakuza action to 
die down. 


You may recognize Takeshi Kitano, who usually 
stars in the movie he directs, as the adult in Bat- 
tle Royale, or, if you had cable and spent any time 
smoking weed and drinking budweiser between 
2003 and 2005, you might recognize him as a 
host from Most Extreme Elimination Challenge, 
which was a dubbed version of a late 80s Japa- 
nese game-show called Takeshi’s Castle, as in... 


| love his movies because they alternate be- 
tween tranquility and senseless violence, and 
Kitano has mastered the stonefaced look that 
somehow communicates so much, a la Dirty 
Harry. if violence can be poetic and meaningful, 
here’s where to find it. 


ia Boiling Point (1990) - 
Directed by Takeshi Kitano 


Yakuza + Baseball 





ia Fireworks (1997) - 
Directed by Takeshi Kitano 


an ex-cop goes on a killing spree to raise money 
so he can take his dying wife on a nice vacation. 
in a nutshell. 


Enjoy the Experience - 
Homemade Records 1958-1992 


- Various Artists 

(SINECURE BOOKS) 

this started out as a coffee table book with a 
bonus 7” and a download code for a sampler of 
some of the privately pressed weirdness written 
of therein. then they pressed a 2LP set and made 
a 2CD version also available. this stuff is incred- 
ible and weird! the book is the best format of 
the three, because there are high quality scans of 
all the covers, 100+, with essays and all kinds of 
great info about the artists. Have you seen that 
documentary Scratch? if you like records, it’s a 
must-watch. it’s about turntablism and scratch- 
ing but so much more. a touching scene with 
DJ Shadow visiting his hometown record shop’s 
basement full of so many stacks of records from 
“all these cats that thought they were gonna 
make it big, but never made it.” With this lov- 
ingly produced book/record set, some of them 
have. Buy on sight! 


Neil Hamburger - 
Hot February Night 


(DRAG CITY) 

This is the funniest Neil Hamburger perfor- 
mance I’ve ever heard. He’s opening for Tena- 
cious D, and the crowd, for some reason, hates 
him. Honestly I’d’ve thought there’d be some 
crossover appeal, but there’s much humor in 
the ensuing performance due to the lack of it. 
The audience justs wants the D, but Neil taunts 
them for 45 minutes, with many fakeouts along 
the way ... “Let’s hear it for ... TENACIOUS D’s 
... DRUM TECH!!!” “Let’s hear it for ... TENA- 


ia Brain Candy (1996) - 
Directed by Kids in the Hall 


I’ve also gotten into Kids in the Hall since the 
last edish of MWL, starting with their movie 
from 1996 about the new antidepressant Glee- 
monex, which not only cures your depression 
but may also cause you to rethink why you’ve 
been hanging out in dark bathrooms in public 
parks and vigorously watching buff guy workout 
videos and fantasizing about your drill sergeant. 
From here | dove right into the show and just 
finished watching the third season. Buddy Cole 
gives me a reason to live!!! 
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lasos — Celestial Soul Portrait 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

MUST BUY! LONER HOUSE BOAT MUSIC! 
75-85! THE ORIGINAL NEW AGE! FROGS & 
LOONS & WAVES AND PEDALS ON PEDALS! 


KAITLIN 


“So long, farewell, 
auf wiedersehen, adieu.” 
It’s been swell, 
thanks for the memories. 


Daft Punk — Random Access 


Memories (COLUMBIA) 

So many amazing guest appearances, full band 
sound, catchy hooks ... | mean, it’s Daft fucking 
Punk! 


The White Stripes -— Elephant 
(THIRD MAN) 

lO0th Anniversary reissue. Another amazing al- 
bum that I’ve listened to so many times it would 
be impossible to count. GET IT!! 


Kings of Leon — Aha Shake 


Heartbreak (Rca) 

Gatefold, 180 gram reissue. | just love this al- 
bum so much, and for all of you who didn’t get 
it when it was first released in 2004, now’s the 
time to get it on vinyl! 


ia Sound City (2013) -— Directed 
by Dave Grohl 


Amazing documentary and labor of love about 
Sound City, a recording studio in L.A. area. Ap- 
pearances by Frank Black (the Pixies were his 
first band!), Lindsey Buckingham and Stevie 
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Nicks (while the two were recording, Mick 
Fleetwood just happened to hear them for the 
first time ... have you ever heard of Fleetwood 
Mac?), Josh Homme, Paul McCartney, Krist No- 
voselic, Tom Petty, Rick Rubin, Rick Springfield, 
Neil Young and so many more. If you love real 
rock ’n’ roll or any of the mentioned rockers, | 
highly, HIGHLY recommend this film. Oh, and | 
heart Dave Grohl. 


()Game of Thrones Season 2 
(2013) 


| mean, it’s Game of Thrones. | know, | know, | 
still need to read the books, but oh, how enter- 
taining this show is! 


im They Live (1988) — Directed 
by John Carpenter 


They Live, a childhood favorite of mine, has fi- 
nally received the collector’s edition treatment 
that it deserves. “Rowdy” Roddy Piper is truly 
awesome in this sci-fi/horror film about special 
sunglasses that allow real humans to see the 
truth of the aliens who have infiltrated Earth. 
Seriously, so good. ’80s magic, pure magic. 


O)Star Trek: The Next 
Generation (1987-1994) 


I’ve just recently started watching this master- 
piece of television and quicky became addicted. 
Perfect cast, great stories and 35mm filming 
make this one of the best shows ever on televi- 
sion.And looking back, it’s not really dated at all. 
Some shots look similar to the original series, 
and some look straight outta The Matrix. 


ia The Quiet Man (1952) - 
Directed by John Ford 


| grew up watching a lot of John Wayne films 
with my dad and grandpa. The Quiet Man is one 
of my favorites, along with True Grit and Rio Bravo, 
among others. The Quiet Man has finally gotten 
a Blu-ray treatment, which lends itself beautifully 
to the gorgeous, lush, colorful landscape of Ire- 
land. Maureen O’Hara is beautiful and fiery as 
Mary Kate, the love interest.As Nick Offerman 
said, “It’s a rather tempestuous love story, you 
know, there are fists flying as equally as kisses 
being planted.’ A true classic, entertaining from 
beginning to end. Directed by John Ford. 


Cliff Martinez — Drive [OST] 


Movie’s good, soundtrack’s good. It’s just all 
good. 


Tip: 
Listen to more records! 


KATHY 


Alison Moyet — Minutes 
(METROPOLIS) 


David Bowie — The Next Day 
(COLUMBIA) 


Otis Clay — Truth Is (cD BABY) 


Daft Punk — Random Access 
Memories (COLUMBIA) 


Patty Griffin — American Kid 
(NEW WEST) 


LJ Newsroom: Season One 


ia Django Unchained (2012) - 
Directed by Quentin 
Tarantino 


i A Royal Affair (2012) —- 
Directed by Nikolaj Arcel 


C) Downton Abbey: Season 
Three 


You will find this in the BBC section in San Fran- 
cisco Amoeba. 


C) Justified: Season Three 


() Breaking Bad: Season Five 


Tip: 
Buy vinyl, it sounds great!! 


KELLS 


“One guitar is never enough” 


iu GLOW: The Story of the 
Gorgeous Ladies of Wrestling 
(2012) -— Directed by Brett 
Whitcomb 

Growing up a little girl in the ’80s | cannot 
stress enough how much a show like G.L.O.W. 
(Gorgeous Ladies of Wrestling) spoke to me about 
my life (even if those whispers were chiefly cen- 


tered around the power of glamor, which com- 
manded copious applications of glitter, and the 
plain-as-dayglo-spandex fact that these women 
were on par with, if not more exhilarating than, 
their male counterparts in wrasslin’. This doc is 
a nostalgic look back at an overnight sensation 
that phenomenally changed lives both in and out 
of the ring; it’s so good | cried. 


Meridian Brothers — 


Desesperanzad (SOUNDWAY’) 
Unclassifiable experimental Latin rhythms, ran- 
dom samples and distorted electro-collisions, 
fuzzy surf distortions, pureed psychedelic 
’60s/’70s Peruvian and Colombia cumbia mud- 
dled with highlife and Ethiopian sojourns for 
fans of ondatropica, Latin playboys and/or extra- 
terrestrial explorations, in general. Beware the 
aerobic BPM. 


Ray Stinnett — A Fire Some- 


where (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 

Country-fried twangy Memphis soul-rock boo- 
gie-woogie meets lost 60s San Francisco cos- 
mic psych-folk hippie shit on this winning slice of 
would-be private press sensitive-guy introspec- 
tion by a former Sam The Sham & The Pharaohs 
denizen. | imagine this record sounds as fresh 
today as it did when Stinnett pulled his tapes 
from the clutches of superstar-makin’ pop ma- 
chine A&M just prior to its late, late 60s release 
only to turn it loose via Light In The Attic all 
these years later. 


Takako Minekawa & Dustin 


Wong - Toropical Circle 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

I’ve been waiting almost thirteen years for Taka- 
ko Minekawa to follow up her most excellent 
Maxi On! record, and though Toropical Circle is 
NOT a full-on return to form for Ms. Minekawa 
(some credit is due to ex-Ponytails guitarist 
Dustin Wong who, we have to assume, coaxed 
this collaborative effort into existence), it does 
not disappoint. There’s plenty of playful blippy 
melodies and wispy vocal whimsies, attributes 
long associated with the keyboard-collecting, 
color-obsessed, cat-loving experimental electro- 
pop singer/songwriter, but when paired with 
Wong’s heavily affected sunny, surf-inspired gui- 
tar twangs ’n’ thangs, the music achieves a sort of 
high next poetic justice, even when their weav- 
ings sound so loosely composed one suspects 
the album of being more an ode to the organic 
process of random jamming a sonic mixed bag of 
unpolished gems rather than two gurus seeking 
to showcase a painstakingly chiseled monument 
to their technical prowess. | especially like track 
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“Swimming Between Parallel Times,’ as the lu- 
minous instrumentation resembles a piece that 
OOIOO might've dreamed up during one of 
their heady gamelan orchestra collaborations. 
There are also many shimmering magic mo- 
ments pulsing throughout Toropical Circle that 
bring to mind another collaborative effort, Tu- 
jiko Noriko and Aoki Takamasa’s 2005 album, 28 
(though the vibe there was more late night neon 
seduction rather than coltish pastel whimsy and 
stratified “Mary Had A Little Lamb” tangents). 
Overall, this record is a satisfying listen if for no 
other reason than it hopefully signifies the clos- 
ing of an era in which the world heard neither 
beep nor peep from Minekawa. Here’s hoping 
this Toropical Circle isn’t an exclusive revolution. 


Mirror to the Soul: Music, 
Culture and Identity in the 
Caribbean 1920-1972- 


Various Artists (SOuL JAZZ) 

Another killer Soul Jazz comp. Both the CD and 
double LP issues come with a DVD featuring 
rad people making rad music. Infotaining sum- 
mer jams. 


Wicked Lady -— Axeman Cometh 
& Psychotic Overkill (GueRsseN) 


Heavy, heavy shit. These reissues showcase 
Wicked Lady’s raw, doom-y swaggers of Zappa/ 
Hendrix/Floyd/Lizzy-informed riffage and un- 
adulterated hard-psych tatters within two new 
*sexy* album covers for the nonce. NOTE: Psy- 
chotic Overkill features the near 22-minute epic 
“Ship Of Ghosts” — ahoy-hoy. 


Irma Thomas — In Between 


Tears (FUNGUS/ALIVE) 

Southern soul met West Coast funk when New 
Orleans soul queen Irma Thomas relocated to 
Los Angeles, disappeared from public view for a 
few years, only then to resurface later via a series 
of singles produced by Swamp Dogg, culminating 


in this deeply groovy eight-track release in 1973. 


More outspoken and wounded-sounding than 
her better-known recordings, this heavy slab is 
a smack of ’70s soul so raw and resonant that 
tracks like “You’re the Dog (| Do The Barking 
Myself)” had me beggin’ for every last crumb on 
the shelf at first listen. This 2013 reissue includes 
bonus cuts and a pre-album B-side. Smokin’. 


Swamp Dogg - Total Destruc- 
tion to Your Mind (CANYON/ALIVE) 
“Sittin? on a cornflake, ridin’ on a rollerskate...” 
Soul brother Swamp Dogg and | share an affinity 
not only for the absurd, be it a nutritious break- 


fast on wheels or feeling out of place for only 
having one face, but we were also born in the 
same little pissant tidewater town, which some- 
how makes me feel closer to him than | nor- 
mally would, given that I’ve never met the man. 
Despite any personal revelations | might attach 
to his class act, | love Swamp Dogg because he 
is 200% true-to-self legit and he knows it. Total 
Destruction To Your Mind, 1970, is stoned blue- 
born proof of Dogg’s timeless validity, reissued 
this year in contempt of his status as the “soul 
genius that time forgot.” 


Thin Lizzy: The Boys Are 
Back In Town —- Harry Doherty 
& Scott Gorham —- By Harry 


Doherty & Scott Gorham 
(OMNIBUS PRESS) 

This new, somewhat coffee-table caliber Thin 
Lizzy book packs a very detailed account of 
Lizzy history, including a ton of photos — many 
of which this super fan has never seen before, 
into a quick yet satisfying read. Melody Maker/ 
Metal Hammer/Hard ’n Heavy music journalist 
Harry Doherty provides an attentive, fact-filled 
framework that allows for longtime Lizzy gui- 
tarist Scott Gorham to adequately illuminate 
the recesses with his informed personal takes 
on the band’s many wins and wounds as per his 
experience since joining up with the boys in ’74. 
Long live Phil and his Lizzy! 


Hall of Fame Vol. 2: More Rare 
and Unissued Gems from the 


FAME Vaults — Various Artists 
(ACE) 

It cannot be stressed enough how important 
the Fame studio in Muscle Shoals, Alabama is, er, 
was. No, still *is*. Ace has been digging away of 
late, excavating the Fame studio vaults and the 
resulting trickle of rare and unheard gems are 
stunners, beginning with the 2011 three disc set 
The Fame Studios Story: 1961-1973 and the first 
Hall of Fame comp (which we could barely listen 
to in the store for selling out of stock before the 
collection played halfway through). This second 
volume in the Hall of Fame series or rarities 
and unissued southern soul (please say there'll 
be more) serves further proof of just how deep 
the talents ran down in Muscle Shoals. 


i Queen of Versailles (2012) - 


Directed by Lauren Greenfield 
A portrait of one of America’s most heinous 
families readying plans to build their (full body 
dry heave-inducing) “dream” mansionplex, Ver- 
sailles. Co-starring The Great 2008-09 Reces- 


MUSIC WELIKE »%& Fall/Winter 2013-2014 61 





i 


sion in a devastatingly Oscar-worthy perfor- 
mance, this engaging train wreck of a vignette 
begs the question: Is this an anti-thrift portrait 
of the contemporary American dream or is it 
a bigger picture representative of a consumer- 
culture we’ve come to condone? Frightening 
and enlightening. 


Game of Thrones: Seasons Two 
& Three (2012-2013) 


If David Simon and Jack Vance got it together to 
create an epic TV show, Game of Thrones would 
probably still kill it and call it a wedding. Oops. 
READ THE BOOKS! 


ia Iron Maiden: Maiden England 
788 (2013) — Directed by Steve 


Harris, Andy Matthews 

DOUBLE DUH! Two disc DVD reish from the 
existing 1989VHS release, specially upgraded and 
extended to include the encore performances 
“Running Free,’ “Run To The Hills” and “Sanctu- 
ary,’ thus FINALLY presenting this 1988 Birming- 
ham concert in FULL, another massive peak in 
lron Maiden’s mountainous career captured on 
film for the ages. If only they had thought to keep 
the original Derek Riggs cover art. 


Enjoy the Experience: 
Homemade Records 1958-1992 


-— Various Artists (NOW-AGAIN) 

This is a companion double LP to the limited 
edish Record Store Day 2013 book of the same 
title. A treasure trove of outsider private press 
rarities and highly sought-after oddities for fans 
of Lesbian Folk, Psychedelic Disco Shit, Awkward 
Teen Pop Combos, Pizza Parlor Organists, Reli- 
gious Cult Leaders, Swank Sinatra Imitators etc. 
etc. All you weirdos probably already copped 
this. Sheesh. 
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Egyptian Sports Network - 
Interstitial Luxor 


(NEW IMAGES) 
Imagined “sports broadcast” BGM/etc. jams 
aligned from on high by modern purveyors of 
contemporary faux retro weird-guy new "new 
age” music Matt Mondanile (Ducktails/Real 
Estate) and Spencer Clark (Skaters), featuring 
a few shimmering synth-sleights courtesy of 
Mark McGuire (Emeralds). Tracks like “Jai Lai 
Space Jump” and “Leo in Cyan” are exemplary 
prismatic polyrhythmic flux capacitors fully re- 
alizing a couple of dudes’ charming fantasies of 
an eternal afterlife soundtrack for a presumed 
(defunct?) North African athletic coverage out- 
let. Imagine accidentally exhuming an aged cache 
of VHS tapes from the gold dust-colored sands 
of the Karnak Temple Complex, each cassette 
labeled ESN ... 


D}) Hennessy Youngman - 


CVS Bangers Vol. I & 2 
(HTTPS://SOUNDCLOUD.COM/HENNESSY 


YOUNGMAN/CVSBANGERS) 

| feel like | am forever going on about how they 
be jammin’ up in Walgreens. DJ Hennessy Young- 
man gets it, he’s into all those yacht rockin’ 
beats, AM Gold, AOR and Between-the-Sheetz 
jams too. He just gilds the lily by adding airhorns, 
guns and “more fire” to his mixes. His latest ef- 
fort, NSA BANGERS, also rules. 


Nick Nicely — Psychotropia 
(GRAPEFRUIT) 

This collection of mega-baked, roots-of-Ariel 
Pink lo-fi acid pop drops are a bit much when 
taken altogether as a collection, *BUT* standout 
track,““On the Beach,” (circa 1994) is a gem mint 
ten sun-faded, foggy summer jammer so won- 
drous in its component parts that, like any feat 
of compositional genius, repetitive indulgence 
reveals levels on levels of magic moments. An- 
other one of those guys that never “made it” but 
contributed greatly to many who did. 


Tip: 

At the risk of sounding unduly pretentious (or duly preten- 
tious, depending on your general regard for record store 
clerks) ... 

Just like the words fish, bread, furniture and sperm, the 
plural of vinyl is not vinyls. Rather, it is vinyl. Egregious use 
of the word “vinyls,” even when deployed in a tongue-in- 
cheek manner, can sometimes hinder conversations, derail 
queries and dampen meaningful exchanges with avid 
nerds. Don’t be misheard; “vinyls” is not a word. 


SHREECEEERN 


KINDLE 


Keepin it gnar since 1974. 


VHS is still a great format, even if its just to watch 
the goofy previews alone.Also they're cheap! Here’s 
a few ’80s horror titles to look for. 


Serpent Throne — Brother 


Lucifer (PROPHASE) 

Each Serpent Throne record has a theme — sa- 
tanic bikers, desert isolation, earthly destruction 
and now ... Vietnam. All instrumental riffage 
with ’70s hard rock influence. These guys are 
the best at what they do. 


Kadavar — Abra Kadavar 
(NUCLEAR BLAST) 

These guys got a little lighter but are still keep- 
ing it heavy. Summer time blooze! 


Uncle Acid and the Deadbeats 


— Mind Control (Rise ABOvE) 
Heavy Fuzzy Psych from England. Black Sabbath 
meets the Beatles on All Hallows Eve. 


Windhand — Windhand (LIFEFORCE) 
This band is working on a new release for Re- 
lapse Records, which will be out soon. They also 
put out a split with Cough, which is available 
now. Dorthia Cottrell’s vocals accompany all the 
crushing fuzzed out doom so amazingly. Watch 
out for this band! 


The Black Dahlia Murder — 


Everblack (METAL BLADE) 
The unstoppable force that is TBDM deliver 
again. 


ia Lifeforce (1985) — Directed 


by Tobe Hooper 
You can find aVHS copy for about $1.99. One of 
my favorites from the ’80s. 


ia Alligator (1980) — Directed 


by Lewis Teague 
This one might be a bit harder to find, but usu- 
ally at a reasonable price on VHS. JAWS in the 
sewer. (And at a wedding!) 


ia Fright Night (1985) — 
Directed by Tom Holland 

Take a look in the horror section and find this 
classic for a $1.99 on VHS. The make-up effects 
still hold up pretty well! 


ia The Stuff (1985) — Directed 


by Larry Cohen 
Most likely goes for $2.99 (or less!) on VHS. Just 
eat it! Then eat more! 


ima Razorback (1984) -— Directed 
by Russell Mulcahy 


Track this Australian gem down for about $4.99 
on VHS.The opening scene alone is worth it. 


Tip: 
Local boys Hot Lunch have a new record out, and it’s a 
shredder. 


LAUREN 


Tame Impala — Lonerism 
(MODULAR) 


Toro y Moi - Anything In 
Return (CARPARK) 


Vampire Weekend - Modern 
Vampires of the City (x1) 


Phoenix — Bankrupt! (GLASsNOTE) 


Melody’s Echo Chamber - 


Melody’s Echo Chamber 
(FAT POSSUM) 


Beach House — Bloom 
(SUB POP) 


LUCIANO 


Woo —- Whichever Way You Are 


Going You Are Going Wrong 
(EMOTIONAL RESCUE) 


Deux Filles — Silence and 
Wisdom/Double Happiness (.1™) 


Dean Blunt — The Redeemer 
(HIPPOS IN TANKS) 


Lansing-Dreiden — 


The Dividing Island 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 
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Debruit — From The Horizon 
(CIVIL) 


Cairo Pythian — Unity Mitford 
12%? (PERENNIAL) 


Vazz — Chronoillogical 
(Glasgow Recordings 1982- 
1987) (FORCED NOSTALGIA) 


lovesliescrushing — 


Ghost Colored Halo 
(PROJEKT) 


SKINDY 


OI! OI! Mindy From Baltimore! 


Hard Skin — Why Do Birds 


Suddenly Appear (FERAL WARD) 
Though put out by the band Hard Skin, this is 
actually the companion record to their recently 
released LP On The Balls, rerecorded with all 
guest female vocalists from various other bands. 
Both records are great, but this one is a f**k 
load more fun. 


Lee Fields — Let’s Talk It Over 
(TRUTH & SOUL) 

If you love older soul/souldies you'll love Lee 
Fields. It’s not every day a newer artist can come 
out with the soul of the ’60s/’70s, and if | hadn’t 
known better, | would have easily thought he was 
from that time period. This album is a little bit 
more funky then his album My World, released in 
2009 with the group The Expressions, but they 
are both a greats, if you’re looking for something 
new with the old feel. 


The Ethiopians — 


Freedom Train 

(KINGSTON SOUNDS) 

This is pretty much the re-release of the album 
Train to Skaville, which includes some of their 
greatest hits. The Ethiopians are one of the great- 
est influential albums from early rocksteady and 
ska music, and if you don’t already own one or 
more of their albums, you have to have this, no 
matter what your taste in music. 


Tip: 

Support your local music scene! Weather it’s going to 
shows, buying records or shopping local, you are at the 
heart of what makes music what it is, and without you, 
there’s nothing; you are important! Keep the faith! 
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MARK 


Camera Obscura — Desire Lines 
(4AD) 


Mikal Cronin — MC II (merce) 
She & Him — Volume 3 (MERGE) 


Smith Westerns -— Soft Will 
(MOM & POP) 


ia Spring Breakers (2013) —- 
Directed by Harmony Korine 


MATT 


Dean Blunt — The Redeemer 
(HIPPOS IN TANKS) 
Best pop record of 2013. 


Think And Change - 


Various Artists (NONPLUS) 
Some of the best modern house and techno 


and WTF bangers compiled in a beautiful box. 
Still have some of the |2”s from this collection. 


KILLERS 


Oneohtrix Point Never — 


Betrayed In The Octagon 
(SOFTWARE) 

This is a reissue of a tape. Beautifully emotional 
and far out synthscapes for the modern adult. 


Don Cherry & Terry Riley - 


Live Koln [975 (NO LABEL) 

Newly pressed, this white label contains an abso- 
lute transcendent live performance of these two 
giants, with some vibraphone by Karl Berger on 
one of the tunes as well. BEAUTIFUL, sounds 
really good too. Look for it on da wall. 


Kendrick Lamar — Good Kid, 


m.ad.a.d. city (AFTERMATH) 
duh 


Holly Herndon -— Movement 
(RVNG INTL.) 

Very cool experimental dance jams from this 
incredible, and local, artist. 


Dirty Beaches — Drifters / 
Love Is The Devil 


(ZOO MUSIC) 
More Suicide vibes meets lofi KOSMISCHE jam- 
mys on this double LP. Sick stuff brah. 


Madteo — Noi No (sAHko) 

Fractured gauzey sort of house Music record 
from this NYC avant producer. Beautiful warm 
and broken beats music, including a killer Drake 
refix. Bug your local provider. 


NICKENITE 


ALL T, NO SHADE 


Quadron — Avalanche cic) 


City & Colour — The Hurry and 
the Harm (DINEALONE) 


Anika — Anika EP 
(STONES THROW) 


James Blake -— Overgrown 
(REPUBLIC) 


The Postal Service — Give Up 


(10th Anniversary Edition) 
(SUB POP) 


Neko Case -— The Worse Things 
Get, the Harder I Fight, the 
Harder I Fight, the More I Love 
You (ANTI-) 


Rhye — Woman (UNIVERSAL) 


After Dark 2 - Various Artists 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 


Wolf Eyes — No Answer: 
Lower Floors (De Stijl) 


Nine Inch Nails — Hesitation 
Marks (coLumeiA) 


()Game Of Thrones: Seasons 
One & Two (2011-2012) 


Tip: 
the night is dark and full of terrors 





ELABREW 


- COFFEE - 


BRING YOUR 
AMOEBA RECEIPT 
& RECEIVE 10% OFF 


NEXT TO AMOEBA 
IN FRONT OF CNN TOWER 


6430 SUNSET BLVD (CAHUENGA) 
HOLLYWOOD, CA 90028 
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RICHARD 


These recent releases range between tickling my 
fancy and moments of pure bliss, and are listed in 
no particular order regarding obtaining similar re- 
sults. The beauty content of all will make your life 
better, maybe for only for moments at a time, but 
add up those moments and you should at least have 
a mighty fine day. Repeat as necessary. 


Westminster Legacy: 
Chamber Music Collection 
Limited Edition 


Bill Frisell — Big Sur (OKEn) 


Vieux Farka Toure — Mon Pays 
(SIX DEGREES) 


Vinicius Cantuaria — Indio De 
Apartamento (NAIVE) 


Richard Thompson -— Electric 
(NEW WEST) 


The Cover Story - Album Art 
(2012) -— Directed by Eric 


Christensen 

Lots to be learned here by the novice and this 
old hand garnered a few things as well. The artist 
interviews are particularly satisfying, the energy 
and enthusiasm invigorating. Has the 3 E’s: Enter- 
tainment, Education and Enlightenment. 


Taj Mahal -— The Hidden 
Treasures of Taj Mahal 
1969-1973 (LEGACY) 


Basselou Kouyate & Ngoni Ba 
— Jama Ko (OUT HERE) 


Jah Wobble & Keith Levene - 
Yin & Yang (CHERRY RED) 


Esprit D’ Armenie — Jordi Savall 
& Hesperion XX (ALIAvox) 
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Pro * Pacem - Jordi Savall/ 
Montserrat Figueras/ 
Hesperion XXI/La Capella 
Real De Catalunya (ALIAvox) 


ia L?7nsoumis-the Enigma — 
Sviatoslav Richter — Directed 


by Bruno Monsaingeon 
Finally! 


Tip: 
Listen. 


OBERT 
DWIN 
HAINES 


One foot in the door. 
The other one in the gutter. 
Rest In Peace 
Robert Calvin “Bobby Blue” Bland. 
The greatest voice to ever take 
an unworthy breath. No gods. 
No hall monitors. 


Lucian Perkins & 
Alec Mackaye — Hard Art: 
DC 1979 (AKASHIC) 


Awesome new photo book from year zero of 
the Washington DC hardcore scene. Photog- 
rapher Lucian Perkins striking images & narra- 
tive description from Alec Mackaye (singer of 
DC punk legends Faith & Ignition & brother 
of Dischord Records founder lan Mackaye of 
Minor Threat & Fugazi) give a fly on the wall 
account of being in the middle of a shitstorm 
of energy by kids, about kids & for kids. Also 
includes a great essay by Henry Rollins, who 
fronted DC crew S.O.A. before moving to L.A. 
to join Black Flag. 


Get Shot: A Visual Diary 
1985-2012 — By Martin 


Sorrendeguy (MAKE A MESS) 

Incredible black-and-white photo chronicle 
of the journey through punk of Los Crudos, 
Limpwrist & Needles vocalist/lyricist Martin 
Sorrendeguy. Photos dating from 1985 to 2012 
document his travels from the Chicago hard- 
core scene to the San Francisco queer punk 
scene as well as traveling the world to docu- 
ment scenes in South America, the Far East & 
Europe. 


Ruby Ray — From The Edge 
Of The World: California Punk 


1977-8 1 (SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

Awesome photo book of first wave San Fran- 
cisco & L.A. punk by New York transplant Ruby 
Ray, who moved to S.F’s North Beach when the 
Mabuhay Gardens were ground zero of a scene 
incorporating legends like Crime, The Aveng- 
ers, Flipper & Dead Kennedys as well as docu- 
menting the Sex Pistols final show at Winter- 
land. Includes a |6-track CD of early cuts from 
GERMS, THE ZEROS, THE DILS, THE AVENG- 
ERS, CRIME, THE SCREAMERS, CHROME, THE 
BAGS, MUTANTS, FACTRIX, THE SLEEPERS, 
NEGATIVE TREND, NOH MERCY, PINK SEC- 
TION, THE OFFS and Z’EV. 


Hoax — Collected (ADAGIO 830) 

The Adagio 830 label brings Hoax’s three 7” 
EP’s & a song each from their split 7” with Sewn 
Leather & their cassette demo to the LP format. 
14 songs in 22 minutes of horrifying, murder- 
ous hardcore from Western Massachusetts in 
the style of ’80s hate merchants like Void, Jer- 
ry’s Kids, Poison Idea & the face-melting Mas- 
sachusetts legends Siege. Jaw busting titles in- 
clude “‘Fagget,” “Suicide Pact” & “Dead Weight.” 
Members of the killer bands SQRM & Aerosols 
kicking the nihilism up a couple fucking notches. 
Fuck ... 


Bo Carter — Banana In Your 
Fruit Basket: Red Hot Blues, 


1931-1936 (YAzOO) 

New Yazoo LP pressing of the positively filthy 
sides from the incomparable Mississippi blues 
man Bo Carter. Born Armenter Chatmon in 
1892, he was the oldest of the three musical 
Chatmon brothers. His brothers Harry & Sam 
performed as 2/3 of the legendary Mississippi 
Sheiks (an ensemble that Bo occasionally re- 
corded with). Using the name Bo Carter, their 
older brother recorded some of the nastiest & 
most lascivious raunch ever etched into shel- 
lac. Inspirational songs include “What Kind Of 
Scent Is This?,” “Mashing That Thing,’ “Don’t 
Mash My Digger So Deep,” “Pin In Your Cush- 
ion,’ “Ram Rod Daddy,’ “Pussy Cat Blues,’ “My 
Pencil Won't Write No More” & the title track, 
“Banana In Your Fruit Basket.’ All children must 
be accompanied at the turntable by a parent or 
guardian. 


Blind Boy Fuller — Truckin’ My 


Blues Away (YAZoo) 

New pressing of the classic Yazoo collection 
of some of the finest 1930s recordings by this 
master of the East Coast Piedmont style blues 


guitar. The title track is a pumping road blues not 
dissimilar to what Big Bill Broonzy was doing at 
the same time, but Fuller also delivers rowdy & 
raunchy party blues like “Meat Shakin’ Woman,” 
“‘Jivin’ Woman Blues” & the incredibly subtle 
“Sweet Honey Hole.” 


Francoise Hardy -— Francoise 
Hardy (Doxy) 


Reissue of the debut album from the greatest of 
all the 60s & ’70s French pop chanteuses. This 
material was issued in the U.S. as The Yeh-Yeh Girl 
From Paris on the 4 Corners Of The World la- 
bel, but this pressing maintains the artwork of 
the original self titled French Vogue label issue. 
Includes the international smash hit “Tous Les 
Garcons Et Les Filles” as well as the beautiful 
“Ca A Rate’ & “Les Temps De LAmour.” If you 
ever want to tumble down the rabbit hole of 
swoon, spend a few hours watching You Tube vid- 
eos from her classic 60s to early ’70s period. 


Rudimentary Peni - 


Cacophony (OUTER HIMALAYAN) 

New CD & deluxe vinyl re-issue of the insane 
second LP from the most creative & challeng- 
ing U.K. anarcho punk band. After their classic 
early seven inches & their near-perfect debut LP 
DEATH CHURCH, four years lapsed before RP 
leader Nick Blinko returned with this confound- 
ing noisescape that slams spoken word passages 
against grating guitars & nearly pop melodic 
flourishes against tribal rhythms. As per usual 
Blinko’s skills as a visual artist are on display in 
the complex cover & lyric insert artwork. It has 
been described as the TROUT MASK REPLICA 
of U.K. punk. Sure. Why not? 


ia Eclipse Series 39: Early 
Fassbinder (Criterion Collec- 
tion) (1969-1971) — Directed 


by Rainer Werner Fassbinder 

It takes a truly prolific film-maker to enable a 5 
DVD retrospective called EARLY FASSBINDER 
that actually consists of the directors fourth, 
fifth, sixth, ninth & fourteenth films all made in 
the period of 1969-1971. Fassbinder’s films of 
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this time lean heavily on Godard’s 60’s output 
(GODS OF THE PLAGUE & BEWARE OF A HOLY 
WHORE) but the German director’s love for 
assimilating genres (the Gangster Noir-isms of 
LOVE IS COLDERTHAN DEATH & THEAMERICAN 
SOLDIER as well as the soap opera Douglas Sirk 
trappings of KATZELMACHER) set him apart. 
Fassbinder went on to make nearly 50 films in 
a career that spanned from the late 60’s until 
his early death at the age of 36 from a cocaine 
induced heart attack in 1982. 


Tip: 

Free Punk blogs are the modern equivalent of trading zines 
& tapes with your friends. Don’t give squares your money 
to sell you your scene. You're never gonna get ahead giving 
head to the man. 


RANDY 


QUAIDS GHOST 


The VHS section is a labor of love 
for me, so check it out! 
VCRs can be found on most 
street corners for free, so get one 
and live the dream! 


ia Jack Reacher (2012) —- 
Directed by Christopher 


McQuarrie 

If you’re like me, you probably thought Tom 
Cruise stopped making good movies a long time 
ago, but Jack Reacher is awesome! Watch it for 
Werner Herzog as a villian so evil he’d prob- 
ably eat the brains straight outta some Bond vil- 
lians’ skull. The story’s a well-done mystery, with 
plenty o’ ass-kickin’. 


ia The Burning (1981) - 
Directed by Tony Maylam 


Scream Factory reissue. The Shout! Factory’s 
Scream label has recently been killing it (the 
good way) with it’s horror reissues. Each comes 
with great art and bonus features. The Burning is 
an overlooked little gem. It’s kind of like Friday 
the | 3th, but a little different. Special f/x done by 
horror legend Tom Savini (around the time he 
did the original Maniac), and he was really push- 
ing the “Ah! That’s gross” factor. Classic. 


ii Halloween 3: Season of the 
Witch (1982) -— Directed by 


Tommy Lee Wallace 

Scream Factory reissue. Yes, | love the original 
Halloween movie, but Season of the Witch is the 
best. It’s a standalone film, it has nothing to do 
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with Michael Myers or The Shape or Jamie Lee. 
It’s the tender tale of a novelty-company-owning 
witch who hates kids and makes Halloween 
masks that make kids’ heads split open and bugs 
and snakes come out. Oh, and you think the 
hero has sex with a woman, but she’s a robot!! 


RW 


| 6-year veteran of Amoeba SF 
Director of Amazon sales. 
“When | grow up, | want to work 
at a record store.” 


Primal Scream — More Light 
(IGNITION) 

Whether it be stoners’ blues or ecstasy-laden 
beats, Primal Scream continues to consistently 
satisfy. 26 years later and I’m still listening. 


The Knife — Shaking the 


Habitual (Mute) 
My favorite Swedish singer and her boy-genius 
brother. 


Waylon Jennings — Goin’ Down 
Rockin’: The Last Recordings 
(SAGUARO ROAD) 

The last songs by the king of Outlaw Country. 
As good as anything he laid down in the ’70s. 


Scott Walker — Bish Bosh 

(4AD) 

A compelling and challenging listen. Not for the 
faint of heart. 


Lee Hazelwood — Trouble Is A 


Lonesome Town (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 
The 1963 classic with incredible bonus tracks. 
A satisfying taste of Americana from the eyes of 


RYAN 


“It begins as an attempt to do 
your work well and ends with being 
branded an enemy of society. ” 
~ Vaclav Havel 


Burnt Friedman & Jaki 


Liebezeit — Secret Rhythms 5 
(NONPLACE) 

Fans of Flanger and Can keep an eye out for this 
project in its fifth installment. 


Theppabutr Productions — 
The Man Behind the Molam 


Sound 1972-75 (LIGHT IN THEATTIC) 
The music from Isan is my favorite music from 
Asia. Thai people regard this area similar to an 
American’s understanding of West Virginia. It’s 
backwoods moonshine music, presented on two 
crisp sounding records. 


Crying Princess: 78 Rpm 
Records From Burma - 
Various Artists 


(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 

The music of Burma is not that easy to find. This 
is a nice historical piece spanning the last century. 
For something more modern, check out Yangon 
Calling, a documentary focused on the current 
punk music of Burmas biggest city. You may also 
like DVB TV. Democratic Voice for Burma is an 
on-line news and entertainment channel. 


Andy Kaufman — Andy and 


His Grandmother (1-2-3-4-Go!) 
In the late ’70s, when the ol’ fat back TV had two 
channels, three when the wind was just right, a 
guy named Andy came along. This changed ev- 
erything | had thought about television. 


Jerry Moore - Life Is A 


Constant Journey Home 
(ESP-DISK/CIT Y HALL) 

Reissued in March on ESP this title has spent 
much of the last 40 plus years OOP. Great folk 
record. 


Terry Riley & Don Cherry — 
Koln Concert 1975 


Only available as a “live import” but keep an eye 
out for this. If heaven is a planetarium with free 
admission. This is the music they play. 


ia Frank Zappa: A Token of His 
Extreme (2013) 


Recorded in a TV studio over by Tom Waits’ 
restaurant circa 1974.The amazing Ruth Under- 
wood and five dudes with mustaches take on 
some next level shit. The FZ curious should also 
pick up the Freak Out LP just reissued in June. 


Tip: 

Sound advice: If you enjoy your twisted pop culture news 
with a heavy dose of music reference, visit Dangerous 
Minds on the Internets. 


If you distrust the Internets like | do, you may enjoy reading 
the books of Jaron Lanier. 





SEAN MurpHry 


| need a catchphrase. 
How about “Nerd Boner’? 
Is that any good? 


Aziz Ansari — Dangerously 


Delicious (COMEDY CENTRAL) 

Aziz kills it in his second stand-up special for 
Comedy Central. Fans of his stories about his 
chubby cousin Harris from his first special will 
be delighted with this one, in which Aziz reads 
excerpts from Harris’s actual college application 
essay. Bananas. 


Brian Posehn — The Fartist 

(NEW WAVE DYNAMICS) 

Let’s face it people, farts are funny. So are jokes 
about your weiner. Brian talks about farts and 
his weiner a lot on this album. He even throws 
in a joke about what if his weiner could fart. 
Genius. 


Richard Pryor — No Pryor 


Restraint: Life in Concert 

(SHOUT! FACTORY) 

Seven CDs and two DVDs containing more than 
|2 hours of stand-up from arguably the greatest 
comic who ever lived.A must. 


Grand Theft Auto 5 

(ROCKSTAR GAMES) 

All right, last Music We Like | included a pre- 
emptive recomendation of this game when 
the release date was “Spring 2013.” Then it got 
pushed back to “September 2013.’ So here we 
go again! This is gonna be the last great game of 
this console generation, so don’t miss it. Don’t 
make a fool of me again, Rockstar Games! 
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() Breaking Bad: Season 5 
(2013) 

All hail the king! With his transition from schlub 
to Scarface now complete, this season we get 
to see what lengths Walter is willing to go to 
to maintain his newfound empire. The best TV 
show currently in production. 


Gimme Something Better - 
By Jack Boulware & Silke 


Tudor (PENGUIN) 
Finally someone has done for the Bay Area punk 
scene what Please Kill Me did for New York’s and 


what We Got The Neutron Bomb did for L.A’s. 


This book covers it all, from the earliest days 
of the Mabuhay with Nuns and The Avengers to 
Green Day’s rise from Gilman Street goons to 
arena rock gods.An awesome read. 


Tip: 
Nerd Boner! 


SHAYDE 


[2 years here. Still love it. 


Deerhunter — Monomanid (4AbD) 
Always reinventing themselves. Easily their best 
record yet. 


Savages — Silence Yourself 
(MATADOR) 
Actually worth the hype.An amazing live band. 


Kid Congo & the Pink 


Monkeybirds — Haunted Head 
(IN THE RED) 
A living legend. Pure rock ’n’ roll. 


Kurt Vile — Wakin’ On a Pretty 


DdZe (MATADOR) 
One of the greats. 


Sonny & the Sunsets — 


Antenna To The Afterworld 
(POLYVINYL) 
Few artists age this well. Love the synthy vibes 


GASP: 
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SHONA 


Irma Thomas —- [In Between 


Tears (ALIVE) 

Lost Swamp Dogg recordings from the ’70s by 
the Soul Queen of New Orleans. This is some 
deep Southern soul, showcasing Irma’s sultry 
smokey voice. (Didya know she recorded “Time 
Is On My Side” first?!) Check her early 60s re- 
cordings — found on the Kent comp Time Is On 
My Side, and the two-CD Soul Queen of New 
Orleans put out by Snapper, which includes her 
rare 70s live set from the New Orleans Jazz & 
Heritage Festival. 


ia Thunder Soul (2010) —- 
Directed by Mark Landsman 


This is a wonderful documentary about alumni 
from the funky ’70s Texas high school sensa- 
tion The Kashmere Stage Band, reuniting to pay 
tribute to their ailing elderly band director and 
mentor, “Prof” Conrad O. Johnson. You might 
also want the Kashmere Stage Band’s two-CD 
set Texas Thunder Soul as a companion piece. 


ia 20 Feet From Stardom (2013) 
- Directed by Morgan Neville 


Fantastic movie about the unsung women of 
rock ’n’ roll — the serious soul sister back up 
singers! Featuring Darlene Love, Merry Clay- 
ton, Dr. Maxine Brown, Gloria Jones, Tata Vega, 
Lisa Fischer, Judith Hill and so on ... fascinat- 
ing and informative. In the words of DJ Shona’s 
dad, “If you like music at all, then you need to 
see this!” Hopefully, this should be on DVD by 
the time this goes to press — seriously, check 
for it. 


Hall of Fame Vol. 2: More Rare 
and Unreleased Gems From the 
FAME Vault — Various Artists 


S (FAME/KENT) 

Serious old school Southern Soul here from 
Fame Records, many rare gems recorded 1964- 
1972, with 20 tracks previously unreleased. Hey 
— pick up Hall of Fame Vol. | while you're at it, 
you won't be disappointed. 


im Always For Pleasure (1978) - 
Directed by Les Blank 


May be hard to find, but sooo worth it. One of 
my many favorite documentaries by Les Blank, 
who recently went on to the great gumbo party 
in the sky, this one is about parades in New Or- 
leans.And it’s about music, and life, and food, and 


back that ass up, and finery, and history and cul- 
ture. Made in the 1970s, it’s also about a bygone 
New Orleans. R.I.P. Les Blank. 


Tip: 

Track down Peter Miller and Will Hechter’s documentary 
“AKA Doc Pomus”, a loving, moving, and joyful portrait 

of the larger than life songwriter who penned “Save The 
Last Dance For Me” (the story behind that song is gut- 
wrenching and beautiful) and so many, many, more. Hope 
it will be on DVD soon. 


STEPHANIE 


Junip — Junip (Mute) 

Jose Gonzalez’s first project follows up Fields 
with more intimate electronic folk. Check out 
the first two tracks “Line of Fire” and “Sud- 
denly” for an example of the band’s sweeping, 
quietly intense sound. 


Foxygen — We Are the 
21st Century Ambassadors of 


Peace and Magic (jAGj|AGUWAR) 
Sweet, fun psychadelic twee pop for sunny days. 


The Conet Project — 
Recordings of Short-Wave 


Numbers Stations (iRDIAL) 

New five-CD reissue of spooky, fascinating re- 
cordings of short-wave numbers stations run by 
government agencies communicating with spies. 


Boards of Canada - 
Tomorrow’s Harvest (warp) 


ia Badlands [Criterion 
Collection] (1973/2013) - 
Directed by Terrence Malick 


My Bloody Valentine — MBV 
(MBV) 





STEELEE 


| need the shelf space. 


London Is the Place for Me, 

Vol. 5 & 6: Afro-Cubism, 
Calypso, Highlife — Various 
Artists (HONEST JON’s) 

Compared to the amount of source mate- 
rial floating around out there, there just aren't 
enough calypso comps to satisfy this fella. The 
two latest installments of this essential series 
collect all varieties of West Indies via London 
jazz and vocal music, but | skip straight to the 
calypsos and sort out the rest later. This music is 
pure candy. From Vol. 5, the head-cutting crown 
goes to Mighty Terror’s ode to the fairer officer, 
“Women Police In England,” wherein our hero 
fantasizes about being handcuffed and restrained 
tight tight tight by a lady of the force. Vol. 6 is a 
stunner all the way through, though two towers 
of wit stand above the rest: Tony Johnson’s snap- 
py version of “Me Donkey Want Water” comes 
in a close second to the infamous King Timothy’s 
“Jiu jitsu Calypso.” “You know, you really gotta 
put me down,’ Tim intones with a wink. “I like 
it better on the ground.” Got the 2Ist century 
blues? You need some calypso. 


Mirror To The Soul: Music 
Culture & Identity in the 
Caribbean [920-72 — 


Various Artists (SOUL JAZZ) 

This comp has the word “Calypso” on the cover, 
so | bought it. There are less calypsos as a per- 
centage of total tracks here compared to the 
Honest Jon’s releases, but a wider net is cast 
across the world of West Indies sounds and 
beyond, including Cuban shimmying, Guyanan 
skanking, Puerto Rican shuffling, Colombian 
crooning, Jamaican weed music and more. It’s 
two LPs long and includes bios galore, with 
deets and dates to geek out on. Did you know 
Lord Flea died at age 25? Me neither, nor did | 
know that his band consisted of people named 
Count Spoon, Porkchops, Fish Ray, Lord Largie 
and Prince Charles. Lord Flea chimes in with a 
take on the Calypso standard “Calypso Be Bop,” 
a clarion call to island musicians warning of the 
invasion of Diz and Miles and their ilk, pollut- 
ing the clubs with their modern scoobadeedoo. 
Lord Brynner holds his own with “The Queen 
Sings Calypso,’ while my fave pick has to be 
Duke Of lron’s ode to gastrointestinal malady, 
“Vitalogy.” The sequencing and pacing are lovely, 
the packaging pristine, and as a bonus you get a 
DVD of archival newsreels and mini travel docu- 
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mentaries made by the British Pathe company 
about some of the countries represented. Brit- 
ain still thought of the world as its personal play- 
ground then, so obviously it’s through the lens 
of a sagging empire, but the footage is mesmer- 
izing nonetheless. A release to spend an entire 
day with. 


Calypso A La Mode - 


Various Artists (PENNY) 

| was a little late in picking this one up, cuz among 
heavy hitters like Kitch, Lord Creator and Roar- 
ing Lion sit the likes of Robert Mitchum, Harry 
Belafonte and Josephine Baker doing lightweight 
’Murican takes on classic calypsos. Hence the 
title, right? A little scoop of vanilla next to the 
real stuff.Well, turns out tuff-guy Mitchum is just 
swell at cheeky imitation of our Caribbean he- 
roes, and we all know Belafonte’s earnest, sugary 
sweet contributions to the genre. The thing flows 
quite well, considering the First-to-Third-World 
chasm it documents. The tunes picked skim the 
surface of the more well-known standards and 
warhorses of the calypso world, including Young 
Tiger’s rendition of “Calypso Be (Bop),” Roar- 
ing Lion’s “Mary Ann” and Blind Blake (!) tackling 
“Gin and Coconut Water.” The real prize here 
is Count Lasher’s tale of infidelity foiled by tat- 
tling pets, “Talking Parrot.” | love this sh*t! It’s all 
about spinning a clever, randy yarn and wiggling 
your a$$. 


Brainbombs - Obey [reissue] 
(ARMAGEDDON RECORDS) 
Vile, mesmerizing Swedish cruelty. 
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SUZANNE 
Lee JAMES 


Cecile McLorin Salvant - 
WomanChild (MACK AVENUE) 

By the time you read this, Ms. McLorin Salvant 
will have blown up in jazz land and beyond. An 
amazing talent recalling Betty Carter and Sarah 
Vaughan. 


Ebo Taylor — Ebo Taylor & 


Conflict (MR. BONGO) 

Two great albums by the Ghanaian guitarist and 
bandleader reissued and remastered.Also, check 
out Taylor’s 2012 release Appia Kwa Bridge on 
the Strut label. At 77, he’s keeping the highlife 
sound current. 


Bobby Kalphat and The 


Sunshot All Stars — Zion Hill 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 
melodica, melodica, melodica! 


Quadron -— Avalanche cic) 
Modern soul with a throwback sound 


THUMPER 


Picture Frame Seduction -— 
Hand of the Rider (Prs) 


Awesome early 80’s U.K. punk reissue. Similar to 
GBH and the likes. 


Boys — Alternative Chartbusters 
(FIRE) 
Great reissue of a great ’77 punk rock ’n’ roll 
band. 


The Epileptics — Smash Guitar 


Solos (OVERGROUND) 
A collection of rare pre Flux of Pink Indians,demos 
and singles 


Blitz — All Out Attack (GET BACK) 
Another great reissue of the classic U.K. Oi! 
band 


Symarip — Skinhead 


Moonstomp (SECRET) 
An amazing reissue of this rare, old-school, ska- 
reggae band. 


Tow LYNCH 


Dr. Ross — In Person: 
The Sensational Harmonica 


Boss 7” (JUKEBOX JAM SERIES) 
Double 45 rpm EP of Sun Studio takes. 


Charlie Feathers — Nobody’s 
Darlin’ But Mine: The Goldwax 
Recordings 7” (AcE) 


Four song 45 rpm EP of Rockabilly hero’s Gold- 
wax session. 


Adrian Lloyd — Lorna 7” 
(SUNDAZED) 

Unhinged rock ’n’ roll raver. He looks like such a 
mild-mannered fellow. Crazed. 


Sir Douglas Quintet — 
Interpreta En Espanol 7” 


(SUNDAZED) 
“You just can’t live in Texas if you don’t got a 
lot of soul ..”” and be able to sing it in Espanol. 


Double 45 rpm EP. 


The Seeds — Bad Part Of Town 
(SUNDAZED) 

Final two Seeds singles on MGM released in 
1970. Double 45 rpm EP. 


The Relatives — The Electric 


Word (YEP ROC) 
Gospel/soul group’s 2nd release in 40 years, 
wonderful. Terrific live act, see them & believe. 


Hank Davis — One Way Track 
(BEAR FAMILY) 

NYC honky tonk man’s below the radar career 
retrospective. Rocker, bopper, singer-songwriter. 
Highly recommended. 


Wade Ray - Idaho Red 

(BEAR FAMILY) 

Western swing/honky tonk sounds. Tip-top stuff. 
Highly recommended. 


George Jackson — Don’t Count 
Me Out: The Fame Recordings 
Vol. I (KENT SOUL) 

Singer, writer, producer Jackson career ret- 
rospective, some of the finest Southern soul 
ever. 


George Jackson — Let The Best 
Man Win: The Fame Recordings 


Vol.2 (KENT SOUL) 
More grit and soul from this overlooked hero of 
American music. 


TONY GREEN 


Working towards embiggenment... 


Toy Love — Toy Love 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

first vinyl reissue for this cult NZ band, cir- 
ca 1979-80. Singles and demos, killer! (See 
my Amoeblog for embarrassing fanboy TL 
stories...) (LP only) 


Wayne Hancock - Ride 
(BLOODSHOT) 


Clinic — Free Reign (DOMINO) 
...a Slow burner... 


Anat Cohen — Claroscuro 
(ANZIC RECORDS) 
jazz clarinet given a 2013 jolt. 


Kurt Vile — Wakin’ On A Pretty 
Daze (MATADOR) 


Tip: 
Jim Jefferies Legit” on F/X...funniest under-the-radar 
comedy TV show of the year! And he’s Australian! 


DJ TRIZZAE, 
A.K.A. 
DJ TRAECERATORS 


| love music. 


Danny Brown -XXX (Fools GOLD) 
If you can get past his voice (yes, dude hella 
sounds like Bootie Brown doing a Dizzy Rascal 
impersonation), you will be rewarded with some 
of the most amusing, witty and disturbingly re- 
alistic lines that you are likely to hear. Yes, dude 
seems like a lot of things but no matter what 
he’s dressed like, or what his hair looks like, the 
music is pretty much awesome (and | don’t even 
use that word). The album is titled XXX, and 
dude is no stranger to sex, drugs and rock ’n’ 
roll, so expect that to come up in his music. A 
lot. (Adderall Admiral is a fave.) This album is not 
for the kids man, not for the kids. 
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AMOEBA.COM 









CDS AND VINYL 





EXPLORE AMOEBA’S CURATED BOUTIQUE 


MP3 - M4A (ALAC) - WAV 





ON MUSIC & MOVIES IN THE U.S. 





We offer digital downloads for sale in 
MP3, as well as higher quality M4A 
(ALAC/ Lossless) & WAV formats. 
Listen to and download free MP3s from 
new releases, remixes, and exclusive 
“Live at Amoeba’ tracks, too! 


Music & Movies Ship Free 


Music and movies always ship free to U.S. 
addresses with no minimum purchase 





Shop New, Used, Rare and Collectible 
CDs, LPs, 12”s, 45s, 78s & more. 
Free shipping to U.S. addresses; 

no minimum purchase required. 


Vinyl Vaults is our boutique, curated 
collection of digitized vinyl and 78s, available 
for download exclusively here! Enjoy the 
depth and warmth of these vinyl masters, 
and for the full sonic impact — upgrade to 
M4A (Lossless) or WAV Files. 


required. 


MOVIES 






POSTERS 
BOOKS 
T-SHIRTS 


Live At Amoeba Posters, Books & More 









im Git 


Not just music! Amoeba.com has a wide 
Selection of new and used DVDs and 
Blu-rays. 





Artists, Customers and Staff share some of 
their recent discoveries from Amoeba racks 
in our Webby-award winning video series. 


View photos and videos from live, in-store 
performances on the Amoeba stage at all 
three of our stores. 


Explore our selection of new & collectible 
posters as well as books, t-shirts and more 
merch including Amoeba logo gear. 


No Matter Where You Are — Amoeba.com is Your Neighborhood Record Store! 





Nick Cave — Push The Sky 


Away (BAD SEED LTD) 

Dude, Nick Cave kicks ass. That dude is like at 
least 70 something and he just kicks ass. His 
show is worth whatever they charge for the 
tickets (and you really can’t say that about too 
many artists). Listening to the album is cool, but 
you should see them live. 


MF Doom - King Geedorah: 
Take Me to Your Leader 


[Reissue] (BIG DADA) 
Nice reissue. 


De La Soul -— 3 Feet 
High & Rising [Reissue] 
(RHINO) 

Nice reissue. 


Gza — Liquid Swords: 
The Chess Box Vinyl Edition 


(Record Store Day) 

(GET ON DOWN) 

Full-sized chess pieces and the top turns into a 
chess board. 


Wicked Witch — Chaos: 
1978-86 (EM) 


im Star Trek: Into Darkness 
(2013) -— Directed by 
J) Abrams 


This was a fun movie. Sylar does a pretty good 
Spock. Way more intense than the “Let’s have a 
drink and some tasty aliens in space & kick-it 
with Kirk” Star Trek, and that feels like a good 
thing. Still no Picard though. Not even a mention 
(some ubernerd is bound to try to correct me 
... please don’t though ... just don’t. Learn to 
watch the movie like normal people and shhh- 
hhh.) Trizzle out. 


im The Avengers (2012) —- 
Directed by Joss Whedon 


| thought that | had seen this movie before. I’ve 
seen all the other Marvel Universe films, and 
the beginning of this one was vaguely familiar. 
Turns out | hadn’t, and it was a blast. Full of witty 
one-liners and date-night explosions and villains 
(that dude that plays Loki is brilliant). Just good, 
clean, nerdy fun. This movie doesn’t even need a 
review, everybody already knows that it’s good. 
(Or that something is wrong with them.) | just 
like typing stuff, and | know that Amoeba will 
print anything that | write. Good times :) 
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SHREEFEEEM 


Demigodz — Killmatic 

(DIRTY VERSION/TRAFFIC ENT) 

Best real hip hop album that you probably never 
heard of or took time to listen to. They sound 
like 3rd Base marinated in the best of the 1990s 
lyricists (Eminem included). You can tell that 
these dudes love real hip hop and are commit- 
ted to creating only that. Much respect to these 
cats. Peep their album when you get a chance. 
Demigodz current lineup: Apathy, Celph Titled, 
Ryu, Esoteric, Blacastan & Motive. Features R.A. 
the Rugged Man, Termanology, Scoop Deville, 
Eternia, Planetary of Outerspace & Panchi of 
NYGz. Produced by DJ Premier, Marco Polo, 
Snowgoons, Apathy, Will C., Teddy Roxpin, Skam- 
madix & Chumzilla 


VINNIE 
ESPARZA 


www.djvinnie.net 


Baris Manco — Sakia Samani 


Gelir Zamanii (GUERSSON) 
The perfect fusion of Turkish folk/psych and 
funk. Unreal. 


Bobby Kalphat — Zion Hill 
(PRESSURE SOUNDS) 

Fans of Augustus Pablo listen up! Heavy melodi- 
ca dub from the mid-70s. 


Wendy Rene - After Laughter 


7” (LIGHT IN THEATTIC) 
Finally reissued on vinyl! This song is one of the 
best things ever released on Stax. Perhaps a 
Charmels reissue next??? 


Eccentric Soul: A Red, Black, 
and Green Production — 
Various Artists (NUMERO) 


One of the better Numero comps in a while. 


Mostly solid, sweet soul. Lowrider worthy. 


im Repo Man (1984) - 

Directed by Alex Cox 

At long last, the Criterion treatment for this cult 
classic! Please don’t talk to me if you’ve never 
seen this. 


NOTES: 
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TEC HOPLE ® 

| 

SPACELAND PRESENTS CHURCH SESSIONS WITH 

OLAFUR ARNALDS 

WITH HAUSCHKA & NILS FRAHM 

TUE 10/01 AT FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH 

2936 W 8TH ST LOS ANGELES, CA 890005 






es TN 






yee PRESENTS CHURCH SESSIONS WITH 
YOUTH LAGOON 
PURE X 
FRI 10/04 AT FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH ie 
2936 W 8TH ST LoS ANGELES, CA 90005 Bae 
THE ECHO PRESENTS ! | 
wail. HE SADIES 
*” FRI 11/01 AT THE ECHO 


Oe ee ed 1 2 


NOBUNNY 
FRI 11/1 AT ECHOPLEX 


mye THE ECHO PRESENTS 
Ve MEAT PUPPETS 
‘Spvee THE WORLD TAKES (DJ BONEBRAKE FROM X) 
waa GOLDEN SOMBRERO FEAT. WARD DOTSON 
; @ WED 11/06 AT THE ECHO 


THE EcHoO & 89.9 KCRW PRESENT 
OF MONTREAL 

LA LUZ 

SUN 11/10 AT ECHOPLEX 


: THE ECHO PRESENTS 
» BIG FREEDIA 
Wee THURS 11/14 AT ECHOPLEX 


THE ECHO PRESENTS pay 
WIRE | 
SUN 11/17 AT ECHOPLEX 


| t 


f 


4+ ECHOES WEST PSYCH 
) SAND ROCK & ROLL FEST 
| | || SAT 11/23 AT ECHO & ECHOPLEX 


: as et) 
PEDRITO MARTINEZ 
THURS 12/12 AT ECHOPLEX 


FOR MANY MORE SHOWS + INFO: THEECHO.COM 
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HOLLYWOOD 





ARON 
ETROIT 


www.theloverswill.com 


Holden —- The I[nheritors 

(BORDER COMMUNITY) 

James Holden took seven years to follow up 
his debut, and it seems the time was quite well 
spent! Holden creates a wonderfully odd audi- 
tory landscape, with no sign of a dancefloor 
anywhere. Mystical-yet-visceral electronic trips 
from the earth to the stars — complete with 
modular synth, saxophone freakouts and pagan 
chanting. It’s the stuff. 


The Body - Master, We Perish 
(AT A LOSS RECORDINGS) 

Portland-based two-piece The Body create a 
soundtrack for some sort of celestial hell; that is, 
music perfectly evocative of its time and space. 
Armageddon music, y’all. Desperate shriek- 
ing, angelic choirs, and sinister samples weave 
around cavalcades of riffs, drones, weighted 
pounding and tribal drumming.A brief but killer 
EP that once again includes help from members 
of The Assembly of Light choir. Fun Stuff! 


Var — No One Dances Quite 


Like My Brothers (sAcreD BONES) 
A romantic post-punk and melancholic indus- 
trial-pop LP from members of Iceage and Sex- 
drome/Lust For Youth. An aural salute to young 
manhood and male bonding. Really gay stuff! 





Pharmakon — Abandon 

(SACRED BONES) 

Intense, confrontational and instantly classic 
power electronics/industrial full-length from 
NYC’s Margaret Chardiet. The maggots on the 
LP jacket should warn you that Pharmakon is not 
everyone's type of racket. For fans of Throbbing 
Gristle, early Diamanda Galas, and Prurient. 


Melt Yourself Down —- 


Melt Yourself Down (LEAF) 

Pete Wareham’s Melt Yourself Down is a hot 
stew of North African rhythms, No Wave skro- 
nk, optimistic sloganeering and electronic pep- 
pering. My preferred “dance” album of 2013.The 
stuff you want. 


These New Puritans - 
Field Of Reeds (DOMINO) 


No guitars, no Dubstep breaks, no angular post- 
punk posturing. Jack Barnett & Co. look to 20th 
century composers and Fado for inspiration on 
their austere 3rd LP Woodwinds, brass, field re- 
cordings, a magnetic resonator piano and addi- 
tional vocals from Portuguese vocalist Elisa Ro- 
drigues move TNP into a whole other category 
of artist, further away from the faceless NME 
hordes they once mingled with. Great stuff! 


im ! Only Want You To Love Me 
(1976) -— Directed by Rainer 


Werner Fassbinder 

Made for German television in 1976, Rainer 
Werner Fassbinder’s | Only Want You To Love Me 
(now available on DVD) is a perfect coupling 
with his classic feature Fox and His Friends. Both 
are examinations of class and capitalistic culture, 
star luckless and self-sabotaging protagonists, 
and are still frighteningly relevant. The downbeat 
stuff you want! 


ofhRON 
AUSERO 


Technically a person. 


Derde Verde — Let Me Be 


A Light (SELF RELEASED) 

Very thoughtful indie rock with fun, proggy-like 
rhythmic transitions. Bouncy jams for the sensi- 
tive rocker! 
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High On Fire — Spitting Fire 
Live Vol. | & 2 (ENTERTAINMENT ONE) 
Music to slay your inner-dragon! Boy, what a 
great live album! High On Fire is Da Best! 


Melvins — Everybody Loves 


Sausages (IPECAC) 

Do you want to hear the Melvins sing songs by 
Queen, Venom & Divine? | sure do, and | have, 
and it’s great. And you should buy Everybody 
Loves Sausages. 


Justin Timberlake - 
The 20/20 Experience (Rca) 


Rockin’ falsettos, sweet beats & catchy hooks, 
it’s just da best. If my optometrist played this in 
his office and asked me,“How’s your vision?” I’m 
going to say, “Doctor, the experience is 20/20!” 
DISCLAIMER: Listening to The 20/20 Experience 
will not improve your vision. It can, however, 
loosen your booty. 


Tip: 

For fun, fast music your kids can dance to, pleeease visit 
my YouTube page! 

youtube.com/user/parentsmusic 

It's da best! 


And | hope you'll stay tuned for my upcoming Internet 
series called “Simply Da Best,” starring ME! 


AIAH 


Hey, 


My name's Aiah, aka “E” aka 
“Big Pimple.” I've been a part of the 
Amoeba family for just about two 
months. I’m a writer living in this 
lovely city of dreaming angels, which 
pretty much means — I’m dead broke 
(seriously, help a brotha out with some 
change, croutons or something). 


ia Upstream Color (2013) - 
Directed by Shane Carruth 


Two people are connected by a strange organ- 
ism during its unorthodox life cycle. During all 
this, they struggle together to regain their iden- 
tity and pick up the pieces of their shattered 
lives. A mind-blowing, visually striking film that 
transcends your typical plot driven movie by fo- 
cusing on the almost tangible longing between 
the two subjects. A beautiful statement of hu- 
man connection. One of the best Science Fiction 
films I’ve ever seen. 
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ia Tristana (1970) — Directed by 


Luis Bunuel 

Another triumph for the amazing Bunuel. Re- 
teaming with his stunning muse, the gorgeous 
Catherine Deneuve, Bunuel spins a fantastic tale 
about the mercurial nature of power and the 
facade of love. 


ia Life and Death Of Colonel 
Blimp (1943) - Directed by 
Michael Powell and Emeric 


Pressburger 

Thank you Criterion for releasing this great film 
on Blu-ray. The transfer is almost as stunning as 
this sharp satire of war, love and British ideals. 
It seamlessly transitions from comedy to drama 
without a hitch. This is one of the best movies 
you'll ever see. Period. 


ia Life Of Oharu (1952) - 
Directed by Kenji Mizoguchi 

| don’t know if you can tell by now, but I’m Cri- 
terion addict. You know the type: first thing in 
the morning. The guy madly scratching himself, 
steaming up the glass on Amoeba’s door, impa- 
tiently awaiting his next hit. This is one of the 
saddest movies you'll ever see. A harrowing 
tale of a woman’s downfall told with precision 
by Mizoguchi. This man knows how to convey 
emotions through visuals. Now go and cry salty 
man tears. (Or woman tears, this film doesn’t 
discriminate.) 


im Who Framed Roger Rabbit 
(1988) -— Directed by Robert 


Zemeckis 

| miss my childhood. I’ve always been a big fan of 
detective novels (Raymond Chandler being my 
idol) and cartoons since | could remember. So 
imagine my pleasant surprise when this chimera 
of cinema heaven was unleashed. This is one of 
my all time faves.A sharp noir, witty comedy and 
even fun family film. The script was top notch, 
the acting was incredible and it still feels fresh 
til this day. Not to mention the drop dead gor- 
geous transfer brought to us from Disney. This 
movie does and will continue to stand the test 
time. Now go and take the “Dip.” 





ALISON 


Pharmakon — Abandon 
(SACRED BONES) 


Whirr — Around (GRAVEFACE) 


Daughn Gibson —- Me Moan 
(SUB POP) 


Dirty Beaches — Drifters / 
Love Is The Devil (Zoo music) 


War - More Days (DEATH SHADOW) 


ANDREW 


POGO POPE. 


| was made for two things: 
Circle Pits and dancing to Janet Jackson. 


| do vocals for a band called SLEAZE. 


Dangerous Boys Club -— Pris 
(DAIS) 

lll keep this one short and simple — sleak and 
sexy Dracula-wave in the vein of Pulp and Chris- 
tian Death. 


Bleached — Ride Your Heart 
(DEAD OCEANS) 

Easily my most favorite recent release. Ride 
Your Heart is the first full-length from So. Cal. 
punx Bleached. Keeping the edge of bands like 
Buzzcocks and Gun Club, Ride Your Heart adds 
the sunny day feel of Blondie, The Go-Go's and 
even Fleetwood Mac. But don’t think the album 
is totally just rock ’n’ roll and smiles.Wéith tracks 
like “Waiting By The Telephone,” ’Love Spells” 
and “Dead Boy,’ singer Jennifer Clavin reveals 
there is tons of darkness and desperation to be 
found in the album. My favorite track? Hard to 
say, but it totally lies somewhere between “Dead 
Boy,” which invokes a feel of Siouxsie’s “Love In 
A Void,” and the country-pop jam “When | Was 
Yours.” This band could be your life. 


Austra — Olympiad (Domino) 

Ok, so | don’t even know how to begin or where 
to start with this magnificent and beautiful re- 
cord. Olympia departs from the darkwave feel of 
its previous release, Feel It Break, and ventures 


into more dance and house sounds, while still 
maintaining the mystical feel from all of Austra’s 
songs. This was my most anticipated release to 
have came out. The lyrics are more serious and 
personal, while keeping the flow and beat of the 
album still dance driven, both for the party and 
after the party.“Annie” is my most favorite track 
on Olympia, taking the band into serious dance 
textures invoking a type of spiritual house music. 
This is for the fans of: Hercules and Love Affair 
and The Knife. 


Guardian — Thirst 12” 

(SWEATING TAPES) 

Oh my goodness, Thirst is an upcoming release 
on label Sweating Tapes, and boy am | ever ex- 
cited to play the bloody heck out of it.A cross 
between Cold Cave and Gary War, Guardian is 
almost their love child that would some day take 
over and overthrow its creators. Exotic dark and 
lusty synthpop that will have you in such a deep 
trance. Don’t miss out on this release!!! 


Framtid -— Defeat of 


Civilization (CRUST WAR) 

Blistering Japanese hardcore punk. Seriously still 
kicking myself in the leg for missing them the 
last time they had come out.When | had first lis- 
tened to this album, | was seriously blown away 
at the destruction that is found. 21 tracks, 30 
minutes for your listening pleasure. For the fans 
of: Confuse, Tragedy, Totalit. 


Kylesa — Ultraviolet 

(SEASON OF MIST) 

This is my riff pick of this season. A band that 
continues to push its own boundaries and cross 
into more and more unfamiliar paths, unlike most 
of their contemporaries. If you enjoy bands like 
Mastodon or Baroness, be prepared to be blown 
away with Ultraviolet. Do make sure to pick up 
this epic album of sonic sludge proportions. 


Nothing — Demo 2013 (No LABEL) 
Nothing crosses the lines between Orchid and 
possibly the Adolescents. Chaotic screamo and 
Los Angeles punk have never really seen eye to 
eye so well. Get dark, and get crazy. This is a 
band you will for sure have fun jumping around 
in circles to. This is keeping it punk, and keeping 
it simple done best. 


Youth Code - Keep Falling 


Apart 7” (ANGRY LOVE) 

Unbelievably sick E.B.M from Los Angeles. Youth 
Code mix the rage and destruction of early 
hardcore punk acts such as Cro-Mags and War- 
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zone with dance and experimentation from all 
of your favorite early synthesized groups like 
Nitzer Ebb and Front Line Assembly. They have 
a full-length out at the end of this summer on 
Dais, so be sure to look out for that. This band is 
NOT to be taken lightly. STRICT BMP. 


ADULT. — The Way Things Fall 
(GHOSTLY INTERNATIONAL) 

Cold-synth sounds from minimal synth punk 
band ADULT. Being around for more than a de- 
cade has its wear and tear on most bands, but 
ADULT. prove they still have what it takes to 
stay relevant in today’s electronic music scene. 
Dark and icy replace their harsher punk sounds, 
but it is still classic ADULT. in element and spirit. 
This is more danceable for the foggier club than 
the DIY venue that most will be used to, but 
there is nothing wrong with that here. 


High-Functioning Flesh — 
Demo 2013 (NO LABEL) 

Synth-punk/EBM/ Mutant Disco pleasure from 
Los Angeles. This will be the band you are super 
bummed that you didn’t get into sooner. So stop 
wasting time and do it, dude. 


Retox — YPLL (THREE ONE G/ EPITAPH) 
In the past few months, | was fortunate enough 
to go on a few adventures with Retox, and one 
of the things that | can say is, this is a band that 
| can truly never get tired or bored of. YPLL is 
a furious album of extreme hardcore punk pro- 
portions. It is almost as if Napalm Death and 
Negative Approach came together to reshape 
and formulate what punk was to be, while keep- 
ing a slick sound. YPLL maintains its strange 
Birthday Party-like roots, adds the sass of The 
Cramps and then wraps it up in one big giant 
bomb that is being set off by Slayer. Don’t even 
try and not like this. 


The Knife — Shaking The 


Habitual (Mute) 

What more is there to be said about this album/ 
band that hasn’t been said already? The Knife 
return after seven years with an album that is 
more like a sword than any knife | could imag- 
ine. Haunting and exotic electronic sounds from 
planets unlike ours could have never came up 
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with what emits from this release. Listeners who 
are dying to hear another “Heartbeats” might 
be bummed to find out the Knife have ditched 
their synthpop romanticism for harder beats 
and experimentation, but most will enjoy their 
adventure into something more deep and as- 
tounding . 


Tip: 

Catch me taking it to the floor at LA IS BURNING 
VOGUE. | spin records at: PRISM, DIAMONDS/ FURCOAT/ 
CHAMPAGNE and GLORYHOLE. Support:THE LASH in 
Downtown Los Angeles. Sweating Tapes, Dais, Three One G 
and BLUNDERTOWN. Punk Forever. TUNA TARDUGNO 
IS GOD. 


ANGELO 


amateur fruit juggler / booger archivist 


New Fast -— Cameo Pools 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Another great work from AZ/CA’s New Fast. 
This one is a bit unlike the other releases I’m 
familiar with. A lot of his releases jump around 
different styles, at times merging them together 
and other times isolating them. Cameo Pools feels 
very focused on an ambient exploration of tones 
that carry a consistency but have been obscured 
by altering and expansive effecting and impro- 
visation. This is becoming my go-to late night 
train soundtrack, with the closer, “Blaupunkt Il,” 
always ending up on repeat. Don’t get it twisted, 
however — this isn’t just a night time record. 
Very appropriate for quiet daytime meander- 
ing. https://www.facebook.com/newestfastest 
<-- Contains his self-uploaded mediafire links to 
more than 20 albums and EPs! 


Boards of Canada - 


Tomorrow’s Harvest 

(WARP RECORDS) 

Really loved this one. Maybe not as “enjoyable” 
as some of their other cherished works, but 
that’s a strong point of Tomorrow’s Harvest. The 
inlay carries a photo of a militarized boot. For 
an album with the word “Harvest” in it, there’s 
a lot of dried out, desolate imagery. This album 
really brought on a lot of dark and contempla- 
tive emotions. They seemed to dive deeper than 


usual into their ambient ambitions. This con- 
trasts very well with their increasingly complex 
percussion arrangements, which seems very 
sharp on here and builds up almost unexpect- 
edly.Words cannot express how happy | am with 
this record. Like all BoC releases, this one is sure 
to grow on me even more over time. 


The Koreatown Oddity - 


No Health Insurance 

(KING OF TAPES) 

Rhythms and rhymes as gritty as the smelly liquid 
some dude at the county hospital waiting room 
just spilled on you.As much as having no health 
insurance sucks, this new cassette from TKO re- 
ally rules. You’re not going to find any sidechain 
compression on this one. Straight from cas- 
sette to cassette, Koreatown Oddity is a fresh 
and strangely familiar voice in the ever-evolving 
world of digital trickery and emcees who can 
seemingly only connect themselves, their time 
and energy with money and fame. Nasty beats 
created from the merciless chopping of anything 
in its sight (see BUZZMIXERS REVENGE for 
some choice sampling of ranchera radio classics) 
support TKO’s unique rap delivery. Koreatown 
Oddity up in the white house. Dealt here: http:// 
www.kingoftapes.net/#!no-health-insurance/ 
cl8ye 


Eludem — Fadeaways 

(SELF-RELEASED) 

Another Eludem classic. Apparently compro- 
mised of “throwaway tracks,’ Eludem’s latest 
cassette release, Fadeaways, feels like anything 
but. Get lost in a constant entanglement of 
interweaving rhythms of all shapes and forms. 
Voices, patterns, remnants of everyday sounds 
— all are twisted without hesitation, plucked 
out and arranged together in some disturbed 
sculpture. It’s wonderful! Available here: http:// 
eludem.bandcamp.com/ 


White Owl Brown — We Are 


Not Doomed (WA N D) 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Dude is straight mutant on this.A toxic spill dip- 
ping straight into your ear canals. No adequate 
way to describe this one (constant excuse). 
Down with the brown til I’m dead in the fucking 
grownd.WOB! WAND! 2023! Dealt here: http:// 
whiteowlbrown.bandcamp.com/ 


Gameli — Studies in Entropy 
(BLACK WAVE TAPES) 

Black Wave Tapes are the party responsible 
for sharing a gem with the world/people with 
a cassette deck: Gameli’s tape debut, Studies in 


Entropy. Two bright and shimmering long-form 
ambient pieces from a diverse and talented 
musician. Dealt here: http://blackwavetapes.blog- 
spot.com/p/tapes.html 


Matthew Barlow & Andy 


Loebs — Northwest Passage 

(TWIN SPRINGS TAPES) 

| just discovered the work of Matthew Barlow 
and Andy Loebs. Many different sounds and 
instruments can be heard throughout this but 
it all seems cohesive. Tape, guitar, delay, drone, 
drums — all merging in and out of each other 
and forming the distinct, special sound of two 
experimental forces in harmony with each oth- 
er. Feels kind of aquatic. The description of the 
album encourages listeners to “discover hori- 
zons,’ so you know they’re about their bidness. 
A wonderful soundtrack to travels amongst the 
edges of a continent and autumn weather. Dealt 
here: twinspringstapes.bandcamp.com/album/ 
northwest-passage 


ANTHONY J. 
DE Lf Rose 


(ANTWONE) 


Born & raised in Los Angeles, Amoebite 
since August 201! (Soul Dept.), 
DJs Funk, Soul, Reggae, Old School 
Hip Hop, Punk, Boogie & Oldies, 
strictly on vinyl. Loves spinning records, 
watching movies, growing his beard 
& customer service! 


Moniquea — ! Don’t Want To 
Get Used To It 7” (MOFUNK) 
L.A.-based talent, on the classic boogie, neo- 
funk tip, amazing vocals. This 7” will only go up 
in value. 


Myron & E —- Broadway 

(STONES THROW) 

Great new music that reminds me of growing up 
in L.A., don’t sleep on this record! 


S.0O.S. Band - III 

(TABU DEMON) 

Great reissue of a classic funk/soul album, with 
bonus remix of edits. 
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Derrick Harriott / Susdan 
Cadogan - Let It Whip b/w 


Juicy Fruit 7” (xiMENo) 

Great 7” containing two reggae covers of two 
classic funk/soul jams. Will only go up in value, 
cop it! 


The Lions — This Generation 
(STONES THROVWV) 

Reggae/soul band with that Los Angeles twist, 
they released their debut album on CD and also 
a 7” box set containing the 12 tracks from the 
album plus non-album dub versions. 


ia Band of the Hand (1986) - 
Directed by Paul Michael 
Glaser 

Dope movie produced by Michael Mann and 
directed by Paul Michael Glaser, who played 
Starsky in the Starsky & Hutch TV show.A group 
of reformed juvenile delinquent teens take on a 


drug lord in the art deco backdrop of Miami in 
the mid ’80s. 


CL) Robot Chicken: DC Comics 
(2012) -— Created by 


Seth Green 
Robot Chicken takes on the DC Comics. Non- 
stop gags for comic book nerds. 


-MEZZADETH- 


| believe we have finally begun to 
transcend race in this country. 
There is no black, white, brown, red or 
yellow anymore. There is only rich or poor, 
and nobody suffers like the poor. 


Beyond Creation — The Aura 
(SEASON OF MIST) 

Startlingly melodic tech death metal. A truly 
one-in-a-million band with a one-in-a-million 
bass player shredding six-string fretless! They 
also seem to have a fully realized sound and aes- 
thetic, despite the fact that this is their debut 
album. 
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Rings of Saturn — Dingir 

(UNIQUE LEADER) 

The newest and most intensely shredded out 
tech-death on the scene. It’s all the more im- 
pressive when you take into account that the 
band members are all kids around 20 years 
old. Playing a style that can only be described 
as “alien-core,’ these guys will liquify your face! 
Freakish sweeping, tapping and actual songwrit- 
ing! This is the new school. 


Anaal Nathrakh -— In the 
Constellation of the Black 


Widow (CANDLELIGHT / FETO) 

Not just an impressive two-piece musical entity, 
but easily the most legitimately angry black met- 
al I’ve ever heard! No fakers here. This album 
screams at you from beginning to end. 


Anaal Nathrakh — Vanitas 
(CANDLELIGHT) 
A vicious slap in the face to all false metal! 


Carach Angren — Where the 


Corpses Sink Forever 

(SEASON OF MIST) 

The most deadly serious symphonic black metal 
I’ve ever heard in my life. | usually don’t like SBM, 
but these guys aren’t fu@*ing around. You can 
almost imagine some demented opera being 
performed while you listen to this album. Stand- 
out track:““The Funerary Dirge of a Violinist.” 


Behold... the Arctopus — 
Nano-Nucleonic Cyborg 


Summoning (METAL BLADE) 

Classically inspired instrumental tech death 
metal, brought to you by Colin Marston (warr 
guitar), Mike Lerner (guitar) and Charlie Zele- 
ny (drums). If you’re like me, then you always 
have music going on in your head, especially 
while listening to music, because most of it isn’t 
complex enough for you and you have to cre- 
ate an accompanying track in your mind to keep 
it interesting. It’s maddening. A constant din of 
raging technicality going on between your ears. 
Especially while listening to pop music which is 
mostly over-simplified crap produced for a mu- 
sically impotent public. And they eat it up, don’t 
they? Simple-minded people like simple-minded 
music. Behold... the Arctopus is the answer to 
this problem. Their compositions are so com- 
plex, so richly intense, so labrynthian in nature 
that when | hear it, | can finally just relax and 
listen to the music. Every hole has been filled. 
Every musical possibility taken advantage of. At 
last... peace. 


Behold... The Arctopus — 


Skullgrid (BLACK MARKET ACTIVITIES) 
Their second album. An utterly unique set of 
compositions and the last thing original drum- 
mer Charlie Zeleny recorded with the band. | 
think this is their best album. Labrynthianly com- 
plex with replay value that will last the rest of 
your life. 


Behold... The Arctopus — 


Horrorscension 

(BLACK MARKET ACTIVITIES) 

A three-piece consisting of guitar, Warr Guitar 
(a |2-stringed instrument that combines a guitar 
and a six-string bass on one very wide neck) and 
drums. This is possibly the most intensely tech- 
nical instrumental metal band ever. This album is 
a departure from their first two mainly because 
of the new drummer, Weasel Walter. Still great, 
but just a different musical direction. This is my 
favorite metal band of all time. 


Dysrhythmia — Test of 
Submission (PROFOUND LORE) 

Time signature madness from Colin Marston of 
“Behold the Arctopus” and friends. Very sophis- 
ticated instrumental metal for the sophisticated 
metal head. 


i John Dies at the End (2013) —- 


Directed by Don Coscarelli 

The most insane release of 2013! An indescrib- 
able kaleidoscope of phantasmagorical wonder 
as seen through the drug addled mind of a 
neuromancing comedic genius. Only Coscarelli 
could have brought us this gem of cult/horror/ 
comedy heaven. 


ima Pitch Perfect (2012) - 


Directed by Jason Moore 

A movie about competitive collegiate acapella 
groups doesn’t sound like it’s going to be that 
good.Well get your head out of your ass cuz this 
movie is crazy balls! Starring Anna Kendrick and 
featuring Rebel Wilson (possibly my new favor- 
ite person), this movie will have you within the 
first five minutes. 


ia Silver Linings Playbook (2012) 
- Directed by David O. Russell 


Jennifer Lawrence won the Oscar for Best Ac- 
tress for this movie. There is nothing Oscar- 
worthy about this film, and Bradley Cooper gave 
a much better performance than she did. This is 
a prime example of how few good roles there 
were for women that year. Tip: Every time some- 
body says “silver lining” — DRINK! 


CANTIN 


— Parad —T de] 


Experience Fresh, 
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and Cocktails in a 
Stunning Setting 
Inspired by 
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Sunday Brunch 

Reverse Happy Hour 

Live Entertainment 
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323-465-1750 
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15% OFF 
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(DINE IN ONLY - NOT VALID 
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ia The Cabin in the Woods 
(2012) -— Directed by 
Drew Goddard 


A marvelous celebration and lampooning of 
the kids-go-to-a-cabin/campout-in-the-woods- 
genre with a grand finale that will blow your 
mind, and a level of production value rarely seen 
in horror films. So much fun, and bloody as hell! 


ia Alucarda (1977) — Directed 


by Juan Lopez Moctezuma 

This is the most satanic sh!t I’ve ever seen in 
my life, and I’ve seen Satan. In fact, when | told 
Satan that this was one of my favorite movies, he 
came over to my place to watch it.And when it 
was done, he looked at me and was like, “You’re 
fu@*ed up, man!” Oh, and overacting? You don’t 
even know! There are no subtle performances 
in this film. 


im Detention (2011) -— Directed 
by Joseph Kahn 


A cluster-f*ck of what-the-f*ck! This is the most 
insane release of 2011, or any year before that. 
It also stars Josh Hutcherson before he was any- 
body, and is still the best thing he ever did, or 
will ever do. 


ia Excision (2012) - Directed by 
Richard Bates Jr. 


Starring Tracy Lords as the emotionally abusive 
chain-smoking mom, and AnnaLynne McCord 
(90210) as the delusional sadist daughter, this 
movie is effing weird and sickly perverted. Fanta- 
sies of necrophilia and graphic surgery. My kind 
of party! 






eX 
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AND NOW MEZZADETH?’S LIST 
OF SOME OF THE GREATEST 
LOVE STORIES OF ALL TIME: 


ia Say Anything (1989) - 
Directed by Cameron Crowe 


ia Benny & Joon (1993) - 
Directed by Jeremiah S. 
Chechik 


imi Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind (2004) - 
Directed by Michel Gondry 


im So | Married an Axe Murderer 
(1993) -— Directed by Thomas 
Schlamme 


ia Natural Born Killers (1994) — 
Directed by Oliver Stone 


ia ! Love You Phillip Morris 
(2009) -— Directed by Glenn 
Ficarra, John Requa 


ia Harold and Maude (1971) - 
Directed by Hal Ashby 


The greatest love story ever made ever in the 
history of forever. EVER!!! 


BENJI 
(GQUERRILLA 


mica: 
OPPER) 


If you watched every ’80s action movie, 
youd know a little something about me. 


ia Killing Them Softly (2012) - 
Directed by Andrew Dominik 


The most underrated mainstream film of last 
year. A grimy, cynical and very talkative crime 
ensemble headed by a cool-as-an-icepick-in- 
the-eye performance by Brad Pitt — he gives 
one of the best closing-scene monologues in 
recent memory. It takes place in an anonymous 
city’s underbelly on the eve of the 2008 elec- 
tion of President Obama. Back stabbings, rob- 





beries and contract killers abound as parallels 
to the memories of the worst economic reces- 
sion in history. The late James Gandolfini gives 
a small but haunting performance as a hitman 
who’s too fat and too drunk to do his job right 
anymore. This is a bleak world where every- 
body sits around with their dick in their hands. 
You'll love it. 


ia American Gigolo (1980) —- 
Directed by Paul Schrader 


A classic ’80s L.A. thriller that is all about ex- 
cess, from the cars and the blue water swimming 
pools to the forest lawn parties and the Armani 
suits. Richard Gere is one sexy and stoic cool 
beast as the ultimate macho male of the era, a 
man who knows how to please any women in 
bed but knows nothing of himself, except for 
his lonely Westwood apartment. Slowly he is 
sucked into the seedy side of his career as the 
ooze of the ’80s Hollywood Boulevard scene 
gives way to murder and has him crawling on his 
knees. Paul Schrader, as the writer and director, 
captures that perfect time of when the swinging 
’70s transitioned into the monstrous excess of 
the hail Reagan 1980s. 


Southland Tales (2007) - 
Directed by Richard Kelly 


“?’m a pimp, and pimps don’t commit suicide.’ 
— Jericho Kane 


This one is ripe for revisiting due in part with 
all this Prisim and Snowden talk in the news, 
Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson being in every 
movie this year, Justin Timberlake’s final transi- 
tion from pop star to legit actor, and those who 
wonder whatever happened to that guy who 
made Donnie Darko. The ultimate modern sci-fi 
distopian epic that was squashed under the cin- 
ema table in 2006, due to length and marketing 
reasons.Amazing cast, stunning visuals, but what 
is this movie really about? Everybody asks that 
question — even diehard fans like yours truly. 
This is our generation’s Blade Runner. Go check 
this out and take the plunge into a ride that is lit- 
erally primed to explode — not with a whimper, 
but with a BANG! For more diving into South- 
land Tales, check out: motherboard.vice.com/ 
blog/southland-tales-richard-kelly 


Mike Patton — The Place 
Beyond The Pines [OST] (MiLAN) 


Former Faith No More and Mr. Bungle frontman 
Mike Patton gives us a haunting score that el- 
evates the epic crime melodrama into pure and 
glass shattering power. “The Snow Angel” track 
will have you in tears and on constant repeat. 


He shows here that next to Cliff Martinez, Clint 
Mansell and Tyler Bates. They represent a great 
new age of film-score composers. 


ia Spring Breakers (2013) — 


Directed by Harmony Korine 
At the point when James Franco and the pixie 
lead girls do a shotgun dance/montage number 
to Britney Spears on a drizzling Florida sunset, 
a friend of mine turned to me and said, “This 
has to be the worst thing or the best thing | 
have ever seen. My mind has been blown.” And 
that is what best sums up this bloody, drugs-and- 
cotton-candy fever dream. I’m in the latter and 
think this is quite possibly the best American- 
made satire about the current mindset of a gen- 
eration since Kubrick made Dr. Strangelove about 
’50s paranoia and the atom bomb. You may want 
to bitch-slap me for saying that, but come up- 
stairs and let me tell you about Spring Breakers. 


ia Rolling Thunder (1977) —- 


Directed by John Flynn 

The 2nd film following Taxi Driver in the “God’s 
Lonely Man Trilogy” of 1970s cinema from guru 
screen scribe Paul Schrader. William Devane 
and Tommy Lee Jones give amazing, slow-burn 
performances as Vietnam vets who come home 
to the borderlands of Texas, where life is more 
cruel and unforgiving than any other battlefield 
they’ve fought before. Give it time, but by the 
climatic Mexican brothel shootout, this film will 
pack a wallop full of buckshot in your stomach. 


ia Celeste & Jesse Forever (2012) 
- Directed by Lee Toland 
Krieger 

The best feel-good break-up movie since Annie 
Hall. We're finally given a chance to see Rashida 
Jones break out of supporting roles into full-on 
lead female role as Celeste (she also co-wrote 
the screenplay).As Celeste, she is the archetype 
of the modern L.A. woman in her 30s, success- 
ful and balls-out media-savvy, but she has out- 
grown her first and only love, Jesse, played by 
Andy Samberg. What she and director Lee To- 
land Krieger play out is not a pity rom-com love 
story but a transitional dramedy about under- 
standing the differences between being right and 
being happy. And when to let go of the people/ 
things you think you love the most. 


Cliff Martinez -— Only God 


Forgives [OST] (MILAN) 

Like the Drive soundtrack from 2011, Cliff Mar- 
tinez shows that all you need is a small Macbook 
Pro Tools studio to get the blood pumping in 
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your chest and fists. Even if you don’t like this 
movie, the song “WANNA FIGHT” — you can’t 
deny the thump that this soundtrack gives to a 
new wave of film scores to come out in the past 
decade. Packing in a fusion of electric beats and 
Thai hardcore pop hits, Martinez gives us a mix 
that'll rival any K-Town party south of 3rd and 
Western Ave. 


BILLY GIL 


I write all the time. 


| play guitar for shoegaze band Crystales. 


And | DJ darkwave/new wave/obscure 
pop hits the last Monday of the 
month at La Cuevita. 


The Mantles — Long Enough to 


Leave (SLUMBERLAND) 

Awesome jangle pop band that’s from the Bay 
Area but sounds like they’re from New Zealand 
circa 1987. Classic pop hooks and crystaline gui- 
tars, played with breezy attitude. 


Soft Metals — Lenses 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

L.A. duo Soft Metals continue to turn out excel- 
lent, icy synth-pop on their second album. Great 
for post-midnight dance parties. 


Weekend -— Jinx (SLUMBERLAND) 

Jinx sees the Bay Area shoegazers expanding 
their sound to include more atmospheric tones 
and writing solid pop songs buried underneath 
distortion mountains. 


Roses — Demos 
Featuring Abe Vigoda’s Juan Velasquez on gui- 
tar, trio Roses touch on dream pop, new wave 


and goth with their bleary, distorted love songs. 


Check out their demos on Soundcloud at 
Soundcloud.com/RosesLA. 


td 








Deafheaven — Sunbather 
(DEATHWISH) 

This Bay Area band successfully fuses the beauty 
and noise of My Bloody Valentine-style shoegaze 
with the scope and grandeur of post-rock and 
black metal’s blown-out sonic overdrive, pum- 
meling beats and unearthly vocals. 


Sonny & the Sunsets - 


Antenna to the Afterworld 
(POLYVINYL) 

Their best album yet, full of gauzy lo-fi guitar pop 
with surrealist lyrics about aliens and robots and 
palm readers but rooted in real-life emotion. 


No Age - An Object (sus Por) 

No Age return to the ferocity of their early ma- 
terial with the clearer sound of their previous 
album on songs like the spare “No Ground” and 
hard-charging “C’mon Stimmung.” 


Haunted Summer — Demos 
This L.A. band produces languid songs of uncom- 
mon nuance and emotion, with beautiful female 


vocals backed by a small chamber pop ensemble. 


Look for their demos CD, single and upcoming 
EP at Amoeba! 


Spaceships — Cool Breeze Over 


the Mountains 

Super lo-fi, heavily distorted noise-pop gems 
from a cool as F duo. Singer Jessie Waite wields 
her axe and sings in a bratty wail like | Mascis 
and Karen O’s lovechild while Kevin LaRose 
bashes away. Go see ’em around L.A. for a good 
time. 


Medicine — To the Happy Few 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

L.A. shoegaze legends reunite for a new album 
that miraculously expands upon what they’ve 
done before. Rather than sound like they’re 


retreading old territory, their mind-bending 
psychedelia is right in line with newer acts like 
Tame Impala. Here’s hoping they get their due 
this time around! 


BOBBY 


iia V/H/S/2 (2013) - 


Various Artists 
The coolest short story humor flick there has 
been since Creepshow! 


ia Evil Dead (2013) -— Directed 
by Fede Alvarez 

Can never be the original, but you'll have a 
bloody good time. Super gory and bloody. 


ia Gangster Squad (201 3) — 
Directed by Ruben Fleischer 


Queens of the Stone Age - 
.»eLike Clockwork (MATADOR) 
Death —- For the Whole World 
to See (DRAG CITY) 


Portugal. The Man - 
Evil Friends (ATLANTIC) 


ia Tourist Trap (1979) - 


Directed by David Schmoeller 
In the style of House of Wax, this little horror de- 
light goes underrated. It also has Tanya Roberts 
who was on Charlie’s Angels for a few seasons. 


Bran 


Big Deal — June Gloom (mute) 

| fell in love with Big Deal when their first album 
came out last year. And | am in love with them 
all over again. This is the gloomy kind of twee 
that for some reason makes me happy. 


David Lynch — The Big Dream 
(SACRED BONES) 

| was in the middle of my David Lynch obses- 
sion in the early 90s with Twin Peaks and Wild At 
Heart. And now 20 years later, he has managed 
to put out some amazing albums. It is not too 
surprising since his music in Twin Peaks and his 
movies was always great. This new album is just 
as weird and dark and brilliant as you would ex- 
pect from this wonderful, fantastic man. 
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Sigur Ros — Kveikur (x1) 

| am happy Sigur Ros is back together and back 
making the kind of albums that | love. | love Jonsi 
and | love listening to this band live. But | really 
needed a proper new Sigur Ros album. Dreamy 
and Icelandic and emotionally softcore in the 
way that only Sigur Ros knows how. 


After Dark 2 - Various Artists 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 

Since Glass Candy is taking way too long to give 
us their new album, it is nice to finally have the 
next installment of After Dark from Italians Do It 
Better. The album features four songs by Glass 
Candy and three songs by the Chromatics, with 
some Desire, Mirage, Farrah,Appaloosa and Mike 
Simonetti to fill the rest out. This label can do no 
wrong and continues to create amazing albums 
and songs. | just wish they did it more often. 


Kirin J] Callinan — Embracism (xt) 
Kirin J is the Australian version of Xiu Xiu. A 
sort of over-the-top emotionally overdone vocal 
style over a sort of experimental use of instru- 


ments and electronics. But it somehow works. 


The album feels like it could have come out in 
the industrial late ’80s or early 90s. However, it 
also sounds way ahead of its time and current all 
at the same time. 


Daughn Gibson —- Me Moan 

(SUB POP) 

This is easily one of my favorite albums of the 
year. Hard to explain this album without really 
listening to it. Imagine Patrick Wolf mixed with 
Nick Cave. A wonderfully weird and surprising 
album.An album not for everyone, but definitely 
for me. 
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Soft Metals — Lenses 

(CAPTURED TRACKS) 

The more dancier electronica side of Captured 
Tracks is represented by Soft Metals. They are 
sort of our modern version of The Human 
League.A nice mix of dance and darkwave. 


Sean Nicholas Savage — 


Other Life (ArBuTus) 

Sometimes | think that Sean Nicholas Savage is a 
bit ridiculous. But other times | think he is amaz- 
ing.A sort of mix of Antony & The Johnsons, Jens 
Lekman,Wham & Modern Talking.A mix of some 
indie weirdness and some smooth R&B.| am not 
sure that the world is ready for this dude. But | 
can’t stop listening to this album. 


Mark Kozelek & Jimmy 


LaValle — Perils From The Sea 
(CALDO VERDE) 

| have loved Mark Kozelek and Red House Paint- 
ers and Sun Kil Moon for many many years now. 
And | have enjoyed almost everything he has 
given us over the last 20 years or so. But this 
new record has finally made me fall in love with 
everything | fell in love with when | first heard 
Red House Painters for the first time. There is 
really nothing like the voice of this man. | have 
listened to this album over and over the last 
couple of months. This music is not for those 
who are easily depressed. It might push you over 
the edge. But it is worth the journey if you can 
handle it. 


Golden Grrris — Golden Grrris 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

| was, of course, first drawn to this album be- 
cause they are named after one of the best TV 
shows of all time. And they also happen to be 
on one of my favorite labels. This album brings 
me back to the 90s and the years of love songs 
from Heavenly and The Softies. | can’t wait for 
the new album by Roseanezzz next year! 


BRIAN DAVIS 


what’s that quote from 
The Godfather Pt. Ill again? 


Mikal Cronin — MCIl (Merce) 


The House of Love — 


She Paints Words in Red 
(CHERRY RED) 


Lloyd Cole — Standards (TaPETE) 


Veronica Falls — Waiting for 


Something to Happen 
(SLUMBERLAND) 


Savages — Silence Yourself (4AbD) 


BRIAN GQ. 


Mark Kozelek & Jimmy 


LaValle — Perils From The Sea 
(CALDO VERDE) 

Mark Kozelek (Red House Painters, Sun Kil 
Moon) and Jimmy LaValle (The Album Leaf) be- 
gan a long-distance recording collaboration last 
year, and Perils From The Sea is the result. Ko- 
zelek recorded his vocals and LaValle produced 
the sonic beds on which the vocals would rest. 
Perils includes some of Kozelek’s most evoca- 
tive and heartfelt lyrics ever, and LaValle’s weary 
and chiming electronics are a perfect foil. This 
album really impressed me — on paper, the 
idea seemed like it might end up being a one- 
off collaboration similar to The Postal Service, 
but nothing here ever gets that twee, poppy or 
weak. Kozelek’s typically morose story- 
telling is at its most punctual and at- 
tention-grabbing:“What Happened To 


i. 
My Brother” questions the fate of a . A 
brother who's gone crazy and lost 


the will to live;“ 1936” tells a story 

about Kozelek as a young man and 

the seemingly simple act of 

stealing a dime from his 

mother to sell it for 

a bag of weed. The 
narrative turns sen- 
timental as Kozelek 
explains the importance 

of that little dime and 
meant to his mother, and 
how he spent years trying 
to find a 1936-dated dime 
to gift back with a heartfelt 
apology. “Gustavo” tells a story about His- 
panic day-laborers hired to rebuild a house, 
and how the song’s namesake gets deported 
and Kozelek’s inability to help him. Obvi- 
ously, spelling it out as I’m doing doesn’t do 
the wordplay justice; this is truly impassioned 
storytelling. Next is “Baby In Death Can | Rest 
Next To Your Grave,” which is one of many 
Kozelek love songs to San Francisco as much 
as it is about his dismay at being a worldwide- 
traveling musician. Centerpieces and standouts 
“Ceiling Gazing” and “You Missed My Heart” 
follow: Ceiling Gazing” features a sorrowful or- 
gan droning, topped by Kozelek’s recital about 


i= =e 
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sleepless, late-night memories about his father 
and grandfather, his divorced sister (includ- 
ing a poignant recollection of listening to Todd 
Rundgren and Heart records when they were 
younger), his nieces, his girlfriend and her dog, 
death and San Francisco. It’s also got some of 
his most uplifting lyrics in ages, concluding with 
“I’m so happy to be alive, to have these people 
in my life” (which is pretty far-removed from the 
sullen, nihilistic lyrics of his Red House Paint- 
ers days). “You Missed My Heart” has a pulsing 
electronic heartbeat that shimmers with down- 
tempo radiance from LaValle, as Kozelek tells a 
story about a murderer. He contrasts the mean- 
ing behind ’missing [a] heart” between stabbing 
with a knife, getting shot by a bullet, and missing 
a person’s goodness (heart) in a list of things 
that could’ve been. “Runnin’ through the yards, 
runnin’ through the fields / Policemen on my 
back / Somethin’ hit my skull and cracked / They 
dragged me off to jail / Set a million dollars bail 
/ Where | tried to tie a noose / But | failed and 
| broke loose / Went racing through the prison 
yard / Was shot down by a tower guard / Who 
got me in the shins, got me in the arms / They 
strapped me in the gurney / Took me off the in- 
firmary / Where the priest read my last rites / 
And just before my world went dark / | said “he 
missed my heart.” It’s intense, but the music 
never overwhelms. “Caroline” deals with a 
woman met while traveling abroad, and a 
lonely walk around San Francisco at night. 
“He Always Felt Like Dancing” tells a story 
about a lonely, widowed neighbor and 
her life with her husband before his 
passing; “By The Time That | Awoke” 
returns to Kozelek’s jetlagged tales of 
touring; and “Here Come More Per- 
ils From The Sea” is pure existential 
questioning. The longest song here (all 
tracks average about six-plus-minutes 
in length) is the closer, “Somehow The 
Wonder Of Life Prevails,’ where Ko- 
zelek explains across || minutes that, 
throughout life’s miserable experiences, 
somehow, there was something that kept 
him going on. It’s an optimistic and fitting 
way to close this wrought and sympa- 
thetic long-player. If Kozelek and LaValle 
decide to team up and make magic like 
this again, they could be making their lives’ 
works. And even if they don't, this is still a 
brilliant and beautiful collaboration. 


Boards Of Canada - 
Tomorrow’s Harvest (warp) 

Eight years is a long time to wait between al- 
bums, and as everybody seems to know by now, 
Scotland’s brother-duo Boards Of Canada did 
just that. 2005 saw the release of The Campfire 
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Headphase, an album which introduced guitars 
into the duo’s intelligent dance music foil. Even if 
critics and fans were divided (I think that album 
is excellent; electro-music purists can rightly 
disagree), expectations and anticipations were 
very high indeed for BoC’s next move. Enter 
their fourth album, Tomorrow’s Harvest, a long- 
player that doesn’t introduce any new ideas, new 
sounds or new feelings in the band’s canon.And 
it’s brilliant. This is haunting, ambient electronic 
music, swells of vintage synths and fractured 
drum loops abound. Seventeen tracks of omi- 
nous variety; the absolute highlight for me is the 
pre-album teaser and first single “Reach For The 
Dead,’ which is one of the best songs of the 
year (with an equally haunting music video ac- 
companying it). Tomorrow’s Harvest altogether 
conjures the feeling of imposing dread in 

its eerie ambience, like the soundtrack 
to something bad approaching, but 
multiple listens will reveal new 
textures and sonic comforts 

to the listener, and it might 

just scare the hell out of 

you in the best way pos- 

sible. 







Joseph Arthur - 
Redemption City / 
The Ballad Of Boogie 


Christ (LONELY ASTRONAUT) 

Joseph Arthur's steady stream of out- 

put continues with two albums he’s 

released in the last year — firstly, the 

2012 double album Redemption City and 
2013’s The Ballad Of Boogie Christ. Admit- 
tedly, | wasn’t too keen on his collaboration 
with Ben Harper and Dhani Harrison as Fist- 
ful Of Mercy, or his misguided teaming with 
Pearl Jam’s Jeff Ament as RNDM, but a couple 
of strong solo albums proves he’s still chasing 
his muse and fighting his demons. Back in June 
2012, Joe released the previously download-only 
double album Redemption City as a triple-LP set 
(beautifully pressed on red-colored vinyl), and 
the sprawling, massive collection features some 
of his best work. Opener “Travel As Equals”’ is 
one of his defining singles; a passionate, driving 
delivery that recalls his similarly epic pop songs 
like “Can’t Exist” and “In The Sun.” Lyrically, 
the album finds Joseph in top form — songs 
of redemption, deliverance, and salvation — all 
confessional and personal (when you open up 
the tri-fold sleeve of the vinyl album, all three 
panels are printed with the song lyrics). “Il Miss 
The Zoo” sets a languid ballad to a lengthy, stun- 
ning set of lyrics that finds Joseph recalling and 
longing for the days of his drug and alcohol ad- 
dictions: “Il miss the drunk / | miss the fiend / | 
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miss the simplicity of addiction and the scene.” 
It’s a wild mess of surrealistic imagery (“Il miss 
Van Gogh’s revenge / | miss his nightly binge / | 
miss spiders surrounding my bed and lifting me 
as if an effigy / Or a dead king or a prophet of 
doom’) and equally regretful (“The euphoria of 
dying and being born all at once /While wearing 
the hat that reads ‘dunce’”’). Musically, Joseph is 
up to his old solo tricks, utilizing his JamMan to 
create loops and effects, and performing every 
instrument on all 24 tracks. Joseph rarely sings in 
his falsetto here; instead speak-singing his lyrics, 
which gives the words more urgency and im- 
mediacy. The title track glides along chant-like 
verses and lighter, hymnal-like choruses. Side C 
closer, “So Far From Free,” has one of 
the most threadbare, loneliest de- 
liveries in Joseph’s catalog (where 
the word “somber” is a hallmark), 
while “Surrender To The Storm” 
builds loops upon loops of dreary 
atmosphere and intense guitar. Grant- 
ed, this triple LP can be a daunting 
listen to take in all at once, but it’s a 
beautiful and inspired collection. 





In early 2013, Joseph announced 
the beginning of a PledgeMu- 
sic fundraising campaign to fund 
the production of his next record. 
The resulting album, somewhat ri- 
diculously titled The Ballad Of Boogie 
Christ, is something of a concept album 
that follows a “fictionalized character 
loosely based on Joseph’s own journey.” 
Returning with another set of spoken- 
sung confessional lyrics, Joseph utilized 
the funds from the campaign to craft an 
expansive, ornate “psychedelic soul” al- 
bum that features guest appearances from 
Garth Hudson, Ben Harper, Juliette Lewis, 
Jim Keltner, Joan Wasser, Catherine Popper, 
Paul Cantelon and Greg Wieczorek, to name a 
few.A re-recorded version of “I Miss The Zoo” 
appears mid-album, as well as the doo-wop 
opener “Currency Of Love” and the jangly pop 
of “Wait For Your Lights.” Joseph really hits a 
stride in the last two songs on the album, “Fa- 
mous Friends Along The Coast” and “All The 
Old Heroes,’ two songs that have appeared in 
his live performances for almost a decade but 
have just now gotten a studio recording. “Fa- 
mous Friends” sounds like Our Shadows Will 
Remain-era Joseph Arthur, with his sweetly coy 
croon and acoustic guitar;““Old Heroes” is epic 
poetry set against ascending, glorious folk pop 
— it’s a victory lap for Joseph, and ultimately 
life-affirming. That rambunctious focus has 
never left, and his spirit sounds renewed and 
reinvigorated across both albums. 





Phosphorescent — Muchacho 
(DEAD OCEANS) 

The Athens, Ga.-based singer-songwriter Mat- 
thew Houck aka Phosphorescent released his 
sixth album, Muchacho, back in March. Houck’s 
rustic indie folktronica is at its most endearing, 
satisfying and impressive here, with his fragile 
but wistful croon meshing with country-rock 
and slight pop tunes (not to mention the album’s 
striking artwork, with Houck in a cowboy hat 
surrounded by scantily-clad women). He opens 
with “Sun, Arise! (An Invocation, An Introduc- 
tion),” which is a brief hymnal featuring Houck’s 
layered choir-like vocals. “Song For Zula” is a 
subtle ballad with a heartbroken-barroom vo- 
cal, and “Ride On/Right On” peps things up with 
its rolling electronics and spunky lyrics. Fourth 
track “Terror In The Canyons (The Wounded 
Master)” is a pure country ballad, with mourn- 
ful slide guitar and the album’s first instance of 
sprightly horns. Once again, Houck’s frail voice 
takes the center stage, as it begins to soar in 
the song’s chorus. The sorrowful fiddle that 
opens “A Charm/A Blade” gives way to a joyous 
tune that incorporates organ, piano, and a little 
horn arrangement that belies the song’s lyrics. 
“Muchacho’s Tune” is a bouncy confessional 
with a mariachi heart, as Houck cries “Aw now, 
mama, here | stand / Mama, reaching for your 
hand / | fix myself up, come and be with you.” 
Following are two of the album’s best highlights. 
First is A New Anhedonia,” which plays like a 
country-rock version of Radiohead’s “Pyramid 
Song.” Houck sings like a broken man, “All of 
the pleasures now avoiding me / Oh it’s so un- 
bearable then / To find you feeling so terrible, 
friend / So holy and wasted, like a prayer in the 
wind.’ After the sorrowful existentialism comes 
the stunning “The Quotidian Beasts,” which 
builds on weary instrumentation and haunting 
verses, before Houck truly ascends with his 
ghostly yelps and wails. It’s the most epic mo- 
ment on the album. Coming down is “Down To 
Go,’ treading heartbroken waters with Houck’s 
gorgeously aching croon and sympathetic horns. 
Closing the record is “Sun’s Arising (A Koan, An 
Exit),” a bookending reprise of the album’s open- 
er that brings the album full-circle, as the fire 
dies with hymnal beauty and a peaceful farewell. 
Phosphorescent albums are full of these kinds 
of heartstring-tugging tunes, but they’ve never 
ascended or sounded as simultaneously relaxed 
and overwhelmed as they do on Muchacho. 


Date Palms — The Dusted 


SeSSiONns (THRILL JOCKEY) 

Date Palms are an Oakland-based quintet-for- 
merly-duo, led by Gregg Kowalsky and Marielle 
Jakobsons, and The Dusted Sessions is their sec- 
ond album. They drew inspiration for the new 
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album from the California deserts, the vast, 
empty horizons that tend to evoke music that’s 
languid and leisurely, or spooky and lonely. Date 
Palms do all four by mixing keyboards with flute, 
violin, sitar, electric and steel guitar, and promi- 
nent bass throughout the album’s seven tracks: 
opener “Yuba Source Part |” rolls along for || 
minutes on repeating ebbs of bass, weepy vio- 
lin, subtle sitar and backing electronics; while 
“Six Hands To The Light” slowly creeps up and 
ends shortly after the two-minute mark. “Yuba 
Source Part Il” is a reprise of the opener, with 
the same bed of sitar and electronics, but with 
the galloping bass stronger in the mix. “Yuba 
Reprise” follows a similar sonic path, leading 
into album centerpiece “Night Riding The Sky- 
line,’ which turns darker and more eerie than 
the preceding songs. A recurring violin line 
haunts the track as jazzy bass turns doomy and 
the electronics trot along behind it. “Dusted 
Down” charges on bubbling electronics and 
repetitive bass as a dusty, downtrodden violin 
takes the lead; country music meets dark am- 
bient. Finally, album closer “Exodus Due West” 
strips back instrumentation just a bit and rides 
out on simple bass, lonely flute and flittering 
effects, with ambient tempura that gives it a 
Middle Eastern feel. The Dusted Sessions was 
recorded during the annular solar eclipse in 
May 2012, according to the liner notes, and 
the sound definitely strikes that lonely, dusty 
desert feeling (maybe it’s no coincidence that 
co-leader Gregg Kowalsky shares his namesake 
with the lead in the film Vanishing Point, for 
all its expansive Southwestern shots). Sunrise, 
sunset, afternoon, dusk, or midnight, The Dusted 
Session is a perfect soundtrack for a long road 
trip through the Western lower 48. 


Songs By Thom - 


Love...Unrequited 

(HOMEMADE) 

Local L.A. musician, my friend and Amoeba’s 
very own Thom Petrizzo aka Songs By Thom, 
presents Love...Unrequited, a limited edition 
cassette-only release. This album is a whimsi- 
cal and wistful collection of catchy ditties with 
simple but universally relatable topics: longing, 
yearning and hard-won love. Thom, as the one- 
man band, builds upon guitars, keyboards and 
drums with heartfelt, confessional lyrics and lay- 
ered vocals, such as on album opener “May I?” 
or the kaleidoscopic treat “It’s Nice To Dream.” 
You can hear the muse of Stephin Merritt and 
his Magnetic Fields, as well as decades of irre- 
sistibly infectious pop music flowing through this 
album’s veins. This is bashful bedroom pop at its 
most charming! 
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Loop — Fade Out (REACTOR) 
Reissue 2X45 RPM vinyl. 


Loop - A Guilded Eternity 
(BEGGARS BANQUET) 
Re-issue 2X45 RPM vinyl. 


A-Sun Amissa — You Stood 
Up For Victory, We Stood Up 


For Less (GIZEH) 
Yes, more minimalist drones, modern-classical 
movements and avant-garde leanings. 


Andy Kaufman — Andy and 


His Grandmother (DRAG city) 
Fascinating, often hilarious and candid record- 
ings made by the fabled American comedian. 


BURGESS 


Pay what you want. 
Download some of my music at 
byrdsol.bandcamp.com 


Jon Hopkins — [Immunity 
(DOMINO) 
3-dimensional microgroove. 


Zomby — With Love (44D) 
Tight production contrasts between trap, jungle, 
grime, dubstep and emo electro. 


Pretty Lights — A Color Map of 


the Sun (8MINUTES20SECONDS) 

Two years of recording and composing all sam- 
ples were orchestrated by Derek Vincent to 
form his unique sound. 


Sigils — Transverse EP 

(TRACK NUMBER) 

Free download sigils.bandcamp.com. Electronic 
shoegaze compositions. Sci-fi cinematic precise 
production. 


Tricky — False Idols («7) 


He’s back. 


VILLATE 


Hans Zimmer — Man of Steel 
[Score] (WATERTOWER MUSIC) 


Andrea Morricone — 
L’industriale (Colonna 


sonora originale) 
(EMERGENCY MUSIC ITALY) 


Zomby -—- With Love (4AD) 


Tectonic Plates Volume 4 — 
Various Artists (TECTONIC) 


Benton - Reflections 12” 
(WHEEL & DEAL) 


CAROL 


Kid Congo and the Pink 


Monkey Birds — Haunted Head 
(IN THE RED) 


Oblivians — Desperation 
(IN THE RED) 


20 Feet From Stardom: 

Music From The Motion 

Picture [OST] —- Various 
Artists (COLUMBIA) 

Merry Clayton and Darlene Love ... what else 


do you need to know? And yes ... the movie is 
GREAT! See it in the theater if you can! 


The Cramps - Big Beat From 
Badsville / A Date with Elvis / 
Look Mom No Head! / 

Rockinnreelininacuklandnew- 


zealandXXX (BiG BEAT) 

A Date with Elvis, Big Beat From Badsville, Look 
Mom No Head! and Rockinnreelininacuklandnew- 
zealandXXX are all available again on VINYL LP! 
Beautiful colored vinyl ... BUY IT! 


Big Star - Big Star: Nothing 
Can Hurt Me (omnivore) 


Merry Clayton - The Best Of 
Merry Clayton (SONY LEGACY) 


ia Garbage — One Mile High... 
Live (EAGLE ROCK ENTERTAINMENT) 


CHRIS 
CARMENA 


Zomby — With Love (4AD) 


Varg —Misantropen 12” 
(NORTHERN ELECTRIC) 


Inc. — No World (4p) 


Unknown Artist — Knowone 
Black Box 12” (KNOWONE) 


Grouper — The Man Who Died 
In His Boat (KRANKY) 


Spectral Mirror — 


The Breath of Whales 7” 
(SECRET LODGE RECORDINGS) 
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CHRIS GARCIA 


Proletariat. 
Eagle Whisperer 


The Flaming Lips — The Terror 
(WARNER) 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 
— Push the Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD) 


No artist on the current music scene is as pro- 
lific as Nick Cave. He writes screenplays. Com- 
poses soundtracks. Writes the songs for two 
bands. Has authored two novels. And puts on 
one of the most entertaining live shows on the 
planet. 


Dawn McCarthy & Bonnie 
“Prince” Billy — What the 
Brothers Sang (DRAG ClTY) 


Molly Drake — Molly Drake 
(SQUIRREL THING) 


Phosphorescent — Muchacho 
(DEAD OCEANS) 


Don Bikoff -— Celestial 
Explosions (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


A Holy Grail of folk/psych collectors for years. 


Reissued for the first time in nearly 45 yrs on 
Tompkins Square Records. Notes from the 
original release say it all ... the onionated lay- 


ers of your mind are too closely sandwiched ... 


unfathomable, inscrutable ... journey from the 
| 2th fret, first string to the first fret, sixth string 
and float only in a vacuum, devoid of space and 
time ... 


CHRIS 
MATTHEWS 


Devo — Hardcore Vol. | 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Devo — Hardcore Vol. 2 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Killing Joke — The Singles 
Collection 1979-201 2 (sPiINEFARM) 


Big Boys — Where’s My Towel? 
/ industry Standard 
(1-2-3-4-GO! / MODERN CLASSICS) 


Ghoul — Maniaxe (TANK CRIMES) 


Alice In Chains — The Devil Put 
Dinosaurs Here .vircIn) 


CHRISTINA 


”*B*tch, Don’t Kill My Vibe” 


Atoms for Peace — Amok 

(XL RECORDINGS) 

No, the Atoms for Peace debut, Amok, is not 
the newest Radiohead album. If those are your 
expectations, you will be disappointed. On the 
other hand, if your mind is open, you may be 
pleasantly surprised to find a laid-back groove 
heavy experiment in star power collaborations. 
From his light-hearted and playful vocal delivery 
on this album, Thom Yorke seems to be having 
the time of his life. If you want further proof, 
just check out his freewheeling modern dance 
moves in the video for lead single, “Ingenue.” 
LOVE it. 


Shane Carruth — Upstream 


Color [Score] (Erep) 

You have to admire the fact that Shane Car- 
ruth wrote, directed, starred, edited, produced 
and self-distributed his newest feature film, Up- 
stream Color. lf all those hats weren’t enough, 
this Renaissance Man took it upon himself to 
create a beautiful and hauntingly cerebral elec- 
tronic score that works both as a companion 
piece to the film and stands strong all on its 
own. Plus, with track titles like “The Rays Which 
Stream Through the Shutter Will Be No Lon- 
ger Remembered When the Shutter Is Wholly 
Removed,’ you'll be scratching your head for 
days. Stand back in awe. Shane Carruth, we’re 
not worthy. 


Kanye West — Yeezus (DEF JAM) 

Kanye is mad, REAL MAD, and he wants to give 
you a laundry list of reasons why. Say what you 
will about his not-so-personal life, his temper 
tantrums and his general egomaniacal lean- 
ings, but Kanye pushes musical boundaries. If 
My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy was West’s 
rock opera, Yeezus is the backstreet brawl that 
breaks out after the marquee goes dark. It’s ag- 
gressive, abrasive and, at its peak, has enough 
jarring distortion and waves of unrelenting 
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screams to soundtrack your nightmares. You’ve 
been warned; this one’s not for the faint of 
heart. 


Vampire Weekend - Modern 
Vampires of the City (x1) 

Vampire Weekend graduated early. It only took 
them three albums to ditch the twee post-col- 
legiate references of Oxford commas and hor- 
chata that catapulted them to the head of the 
class among indie rock’s intelligentsia. Instead 
Modern Vampires of the City takes on heavier lyri- 
cal themes while further refining and elevating 
the band’s razor-sharp production. For their 
third outing, the wit remains, but with less of 
a wink. And for that they should receive extra 
credit. 


Carmen Villain — Sleeper 
(SMALLTOWN SUPERSOUND) 

Sleeper is the title of the debut album from Car- 
men Hillestad, but the term could easily describe 
the woozy space between dreaming and waking 
where this record exists. The reverb’s heavy, the 
mood’s gloomy and the vocals are served up 
with a half-grinning sneer. With a background in 
the world of fashion, Hillestad has plenty of ex- 
perience with smiles that are all teeth. Don’t let 
the “former-model” label dissuade you; Sleeper is 
well worth getting out of bed for. 


Tip: 

Check out L.A. sister trio, Haim, before their debut album 
drops, they blow up, and you can’t see them live at a 
decent-sized venue anymore. 


CHRISTY 


Local Natives — Hummingbird 
(FRENCHKISS) 

My favorite album of the year, so far. They re- 
mind me a little of Grizzly Bear, but some people 
compare them to Coldplay, which | don’t really 
agree with. Definitely more indie than main- 
stream. The drummer is awesome, too. 


Sigur Ros — Kveikur (x1) 

I’ve loved Sigur Ros for a long time, but haven’t 
been stoked on their albums in recent years, until 
now.Also a must see if you can catch them live. 


Mogwai — Les Revenants [OST] 
(SUB POP) 

Another great album, right up there with 
Zidane. 
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Phoenix — Bankrupt! (GLASsNOTE) 

Their performance on SNL piqued my interest. | 
think I’m starting to like “happy” music with ma- 
jor chords. Entire album is fantastic — no filler. 


Daft Punk — Random Access 


Memories (coLumeiA) 

I’m really not an electronica/house (it’s really a 
disco, though) person, and | didn’t think I’d like it, 
and didn’t want to. But man, | can’t help it — it’s 
so good. Another happy record. 


ia Smashed (2012) — Directed 


by James Ponsoldt 

Really cool little indie drama, based locally in 
Highland Park, about a young couple who likes 
to drink a lot. Much more realistic and honest 
than typical Hollywood fare, like 28 Days. Stars 
Aaron Paul, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, Nick Of- 
ferman, Octavia Spencer and Megan Mullally. 


CRAIC 


Songs By Thom - Love... 
Unrequited (HOMEMADE) 


Iceage — You’re Nothing 
(MATADOR) 


Marnie Stern — The Chronicles 
Of Manni (KILL ROCK STARS) 


ia Dredd 3D (2012) - Directed 
by Pete Travis 


ia Spring Breakers (2013) —- 
Directed by Harmony Korine 


Blood Beach — Return Of The 


Curse Of The Creature’s Ghost 
(LOST AT SEE) 


No Babies - Yo No Soy 
Como Tu (HARDLYCORE DISTRO) 


Psychic Feline — White Walls/ 
Non Dot 7” (WATERWING) 


Foot Village -— Make Memories 
(NORTHERN SPY) 


White Fence — Cyclops Reap 
(CASTLE FACE) 


Country Death - Truth? 
(SELF-RELEASED) 


Take No Damage —- Take No 
Damage (SELF-RELEASED) 


DANIEL TURES 


Poet, Fool or Bum? 


Ducktails — The Flower Lane 
(DOMINO) 

When he’s not making gorgeous, shimmery 
guitar pop as Real Estate, Matthew Mondanile 
makes lo-fi, phasey, charming jazz-pop as Duck- 
tails. With a stellar backing lineup of indie mov- 
ers & shakers, this is a tasty set of rainy-day 
underground yacht rock you could tip a wine 
cooler to. 


Pharaohs — Replicant Moods 
(100% SILK) 

L.A. locals Sam Cooper and Alejandro Cohen 
absolutely nail the dark, dystopian future soul 
of classic Detroit electro, a style which seems 
to have surprisingly little currency or following 
in the current scene. No good reason for that. 
Moody sci-fi synth pulse and vintage drum ma- 
chine clack clack clack put you on the monorail 
to tomorrow. 


Smith Western — Soft Will 

(MOM & POP MUSIC) 

Yay! Smith Westerns are back! This groovy Chi- 
cago bubblegum-trash outfit bashes out riffs & 
hooks like Cheap Trick on a deadline. Upholds 
the grand tradition of midwest power pop, with 
a slightly more serious focus on life’s changes 
and missed opportunties in a brace of somber 
Floydian space dirges. A great band that’s just 
getting better. 


After Dark 2 - Various Artists 
(ITALIANS DO IT BETTER) 

Much anticipated roundup of horror disco and 
synth sleaze from Johnny Jewel’s stable of clone 
defects, including Chromatics, Glass Candy, De- 
sire and Mirage. Claustrophobic, pulsing mini- 
epics, abounding in vintage keyboard settings 
and desperate vocal cooing. Carpenter, Argento, 
Suicide, Moroder fans will dig! 


Spectrals — Sob Story 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

Yorkshire brothers Louis & Will Jones are Spec- 
trals, purveying compact, dour, melodic jangle-pop 
in the grand tradition of Felt, the Rain Parade and 
Nikki Sudden. Recorded by GIRLS’ Chet “JR” 
White in San Francisco, this finds Louis shedding 
his anonymous vocal style and conveying distinc- 
tive sneer, yelp and swoon on their strongest and 
most resonant set of tunes yet. 


Ilaiyaraaja — Ilectro (B-Music) 
Kollywood film composer and “Crown Prince of 
Tamil Pop” Ilaiyaraaja has a huge multi-decade 
catalogue. This new set from Finders Keepers 
focuses on some of his most hypnotic and de- 
mented electropop, crafted lovingly and franti- 
cally from what sounds like some very interest- 
ing low-budget gear. Not unlike the Charanjit 
Singh release Synthesizing: Ten Ragas to a Disco 
Beat, this is wicked, weird, fast and mesmerizing 
stuff, with explosive shouts and freaky break- 
downs along the way. All systems ilectro! 


Kurt Vile — Wakin’ On a Pretty 


Daze (MATADOR) 

Philly stoner-rock guru’s best one yet. This took 
a while to grow on me — at first it seemed a 
little slow and uneventful — but now | hear it 
deep, grand and vibrant, like J. Mascis or Thur- 
ston Moore in a country-rock mood. Like Neil 
Young, he mines heavy emotional rock out of a 
few simple chords and phrases. His rain-soaked 
croak has vastly grown in expressive power. 
Likely one of the year’s best. 


Matias Aguayo - The Visitor 
(FORCED EXPOSURE) 

Visionary producer Matias Aguayo synthesizes 
his Chilean and German cultural heritages into 
airy, hypnotic art-disco inventions. Lilting trac- 
eries of cumbia and tropicalia gild the motorik 
nocturnal cyber beat of Berlin, all deconstructed 
into spacious, architectural marvels you can 
walk right into and start dancing in. 


Chico Mann - Magical Thinking 
(SOUNDWAY) 

Antibalas multi-instrumentalist Marcos Garcia 
channels ’80s electropop and gives it an afro-lat- 
in twist on his fabulous new full-length, an even 
catchier set of songs that seem to emanate from 
a magical time-travelling dance party hosted by 
the Tom Tom Club, the B-52’s and Debbie Deb. 
Burbling casios and clackety synthetic highlife 
blast you off to an outerspace spliff-cotheque, 
but they only set the scene for the intergalacti- 
cally cute vocal turns of Annakalmia Traver and 
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Kendra Morris. Even Garcia does a pretty good 
Stop Making Sense-era David Byrne when he 
takes the mic. A modern classic — yep, | said 
it! 


Dust — Dust / Hard Attack 

(SONY LEGACY) 

This great New York band (featuring a future 
Marky Ramone on drums) threw down two 
slabs of heavy rock for Kama Sutra in 1971, now 
lovingly reissued on one disc. Heavy in 1971, of 
course, meant something a little different than it 
would 10 or 20 years later. In this case, it means 
grouchy bar-fight riffs, gravelly blues intonation 
and gloriously hazy, stoney guitar noodling — 
think Iron Butterfly, Steppenwolf or Blue Oyster 
Cult. If you love that kind of neanderthal proto- 
metal, light some incense, hit the black lights and 
drop the needle on this. 


Acid Mysterons Invade The 
Jackin’ Zone: Chicago Acid & 
Experimental House 1986-93 


-Various Artists (SOUL JAZZ) 

Another raw blast of classic acid from the great 
Soul Jazz label, who spare no expense to keep 
this stuff in circulation. Rare gems from Phuture, 
Armando, Mr. Fingers and the delightfully named 
A Black Man, A Black Man and Another Black 
Man. Blaze up those 303s and jack! 


Change the Beat: The Celluloid 
Records Story 1980-1987 — 


Various Artists (STRUT) 

In keeping with the underground creativity of 
the Big Apple, the late, great Celluloid label prof- 
fered a bewildering stylistic diversity, everything 
from blistering no wave to caustic noise-jazz, to 
block-rockin’ hip-hop, to afro-disco. To Snakefin- 
ger. To Shockabilly. To Soft Cell. You see where 
I’m going with this ... if you get it artistically, 
the style doesn’t really matter. You can rock it 
equally hot & heavy if you’re Fab Five Freddy 
or Last Exit. This wonderful double-disc set is 
challenging and party-rockin’ and mind expand- 
ing, sometimes all in the same song.A wonderful 
survey of some of the best alternative weirdness 
waxed in the early ’80s. 


The Lions — This Generation 
(STONES THROW) 

“You can’t roll a spliff on no MP3,’ begins the 
lyric to the title track, and it sure is true. Get 
ready for summer with this great new record 
from L.A’s great rocksteady crew, pure vintage 
funk vibrations with a little cumbia flavor too. 
On Stones Throw, so you know it’s hot! 





DJ CASSTEN 


Zomby -— With Love (4AD) 


Savages — Silence Yourself 
(MATADOR) 


Mario Basanov -— Journey 
(NEEDWANT) 


Dubstep Allstars 4 — Mixed by 
Youngsta & Hatcha (temps) 


Dubstep Allstars Vol. 8 - 
Mixed by Distance (TEMA) 


Rinse: 20 — Mixed by 
Uncle Dugs (RINSE) 


Congo Natty -— Jungle 
Revolution (BIG DADA) 


DAVE 
CUNNINGHAM 


www.catorce.net 


Dog Bite — Velvet Changes 
(CARPARK) 


Unknown Mortal Orchestra - 
IT (GAGJAGUWAR) 


The Ocean Blue — Ultramarine 
(KORDA) 


My Bloody Valentine — mbv 
(MBV) 


Melody’s Echo Chamber - 


Melody’s Echo Chamber 
(FAT POSSUM) 


GOMET 
COMES ALIVE! 


Latin music buyer & 
sometimes world music nerd 
Read my blog | write for Amoeba.com: 
Los Angeles Me 
www.amoeba.com/blog/contributors/ 
los-angeles-me 


Matias Aguayo - Visitor (CcOMEME) 


Bomba Estereo — Elegancia 


Tropical (SOUNDWAY) 

Elegancia Tropical is not the immediate bang that 
their previous release, Blow Up, had when it was 
released back in 2009. Rather, Elegancia Tropical is 
a slow burn that starts to win you over after a 
few listens. In some ways, | prefer this over Blow 
Up, as it seems like Bomba Estereo’s songwrit- 
ing is fully realized. Their trademark Cumbia-dub 
explorations are still a big part of the sound, 
now enhanced with African and Afro-Colombian 
influences. More singing and less of the ragamuf- 
fin vocals works well for them too. 


Helado Negro - Invisible Life 
(ASTHMATIC KITTY) 


Chico Mann - Magical Thinking 
(SOUNDWAY) 


Brazuca! Samba Rock & 
Brazilian Samba - 
Various Artists (KINDRED SPIRITS) 


El-Haru Kuroi — Canta Gallo 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

The name, El Haru Kuroi, is a cultural mash-up. 
It’s a mix of grammatically incorrect Japanese and 
Spanish. They wanted to be called “Black Spring” 
in Japanese (It should be Kuroi Haru) and the 
“EI” was added when people said they should 
have a Spanish name to their band because the 
band’s lyrics were mostly in Spanish. Their latest 
release, Canta Gallo, is nothing short of brilliant. 
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The influences that make El Haru Kuroi are not 
hard to pinpoint, yet put together the way they 
do makes for a sound that is all their own. The 
influence of Brazil's Tropicalia movement weighs 
heavy on them, yet much like those artists in- 
volved in that movement, El Haru Kuroi adapted 


the music they grew up on and took the essence. 


The result is a haunting mixture of Bossa Nova 
and Boleros mixed with urgency of post-punk 
groups like Gang Of Four and Fugazi. 


Harafin So: Bollywood Inspired 
Film Music From Hausa Nigeria 
-— Various Artists (SAHEL SOUNDS) 


AVID 
ATKINS 


The Jay-Jays — Jay-Jays (F MINOR) 


Os Mutantes — The Sixth 
Finger: Singles, Rarities And 
Outtakes 1965-1968 WHicH?) 


Olympic — Everybody! (MUNsTER) 
Turn Me Loose: Outsiders Of 
“Old-Time” Music — Various 


Artists (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Devo — Hardcore Vol. | 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 


Devo — Hardcore Vol. 2 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 
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The Return Of The Stuff That 
Dreams Are Made Of - 
Various Artists (YAzZOo) 


C) Maverick: The Complete 
Second Season (2013) 


C) Highway Patrol: Complete 
Season 2 (2013) 


C) Highway Patrol: Complete 
Season 3 (2013) 


C) Highway Patrol: Complete 
Season 4 (2013) 


FDYTHE 


Johan Soderqvist -— Let The 


Right One In [Score] 

(DEATH WALTZ RECORDING CO) 

Eerie soundtrack from one of the best vampire 
films of all-time! White vinyl, limited to 200 
pieces, with cover art and lithograph from artist 
Candice Tripp! 


The Growlers — Hung at Heart 
(FATCAT) 

Neo-psychadelic surf from Cali. Recommended 
listening for anyone who always daydreamed 
about California and was confused and slightly 
disappointed when they got here (but can’t ever 
imagine being anywhere else). 


Michael Andrews — 


Donnie Darko [Score] 

(DEATH WALTZ RECORDING CO.) 

While it doesn’t have all the ’80s jams that re- 
ally gave the film a sense of time and space, it 
does have all the melancholic ambient tracks 
and cover of “Mad World” from Gary Jules that 
left your eyes a little glossy during your favorite 
scenes. Release comes with blue vinyl and A2 
poster from artist Tom French! 


ia Rolling Thunder (1977) - 
Directed by John Flynn 


Blu-ray release of a wicked-good film. Features 
ultra-violence, social commentary on war, re- 
venge and masculinity — and a young (and really 
hot) Tommy Lee Jones. 


ia Miami Connection (1987) 
- Directed by Y. K. Kim and 
Richard Park 


Grandmaster Kim directs some outrageous 
fight sequences in a film that is so ’80s and awe- 
some that your hair may or may not increase in 
volume and length by the time its over. Also fea- 
tures the chipper and long-forgotten ’80s band 
“Dragon Sound” ... and ninjas. 


ia Killer Joe (2011) -— Directed 
by William Friedkin 

You will never view Matthew McConaughey or 
Gina Gershon the same way again. This is a cult 
film masked in a mystery-thriller that shouldn’t 
be missed. 


ia Police (1985) — Directed by 
Maurice Pialat 


ia Holy Motors (2012) - 


Directed by Leos Carax 
Indescribable film by a French master that 
makes you question what it is to be an actor 
and the realities/fantasies behind the film-going 
experience. 


ETHAN JAYNE 


Blood Ceremony - 

The Eldritch Dark 

(METAL BLADE/RISE ABOVE) 

Witchy, occult, Canadian. Female-fronted riff rit- 
uals. Related interest: Tarot, flute solos, Tolkien 


Chelsea Light Moving - 
Chelsea Light Moving (MATADOR) 

| love you, Kim. But Samara Lubelski is a total 
babe. Related interest: Sister, Psychic <3s, NYC 


Milk Music — Cruise Your 
Ilusion (FAT Possum) 

Sasquatch is real. PNW punks not dead. It’s the 
water. Related interest: Dinosaur Jr, flannel & 
hair, bigfoot sightings 


Gun Outfit — Hard Coming 
Down (PPM) 

Olympia ex-pats searching Joshua Tree for a body. 
Related interest: Meat Puppets, Kurt & Court- 
ney, Cosmic American Music 


Uncle Acid and the Deadbeats 


-— Mind Control 

(METAL BLADE/RISE ABOVE) 

You love Volume IV, but there is no room in your 
world for “Changes.” Related interest: lommi, 
Charles Manson, riffs 


Woolen Men - Woolen Men 
(WOODSIST) 

Foggy notions, fuzzy and carefree, still analog 
after all these years. Related interest: Velvets, 
cassette tapes, Wipers 


FELIV A.K.A 
SICILS 


sigils-sigils.tumblr.com/ 
sigils.bandcamp.com/ 


William Basinski + Richard 


Chartier — Aurora Liminalis (tne) 
Ethereal music. Meditative and spectral. 


Threshold of Night — 
Composed by Tarik O’Regan 


Featuring Craig Hella Johnson, 
Conspirare, Company of Voices 
Renaissance meets minimalism. 


Jon Hopkins — Immunity 
(DOMINO) 

Techno with musical warmness, reverb drenched 
production and driven-maximalism rhythms. 


Rhye — Woman (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 
Pop-sensible, yet abstract. The minimal aesthet- 
ics make the songs unfold. 


Stephan Micus — Panagiad (Ec™) 
Polyethnic minimalism. An amalgam of modern 
and traditional. 


7 > 
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Eras — Portals 10” (TRACK NUMBER) 
Mechanical pastoral-glyph music carved with au- 
ditory synesthesia. 


ia The Colours of the Prism, 
The Mechanics of Time (2012) 


- Directed by Jacqueline Caux 
Excellent introduction to minimal music. Fea- 
turing La Monte Young, Terry Riley, Steve Reich, 
Gavin Bryars, and Richie Hawtin. 


My Bloody Valentine — mbv 
(MBV) 

The future and the past is non-equational with 
My Bloody Valentine. My Bloody Valentine is My 
Bloody Valentine. Forever. 


IOWA L. 
ACKAY 


If someone doesn’t fight me 
I'll have to wear this armor all my life. 


~ Jack Spicer 


Max Roach and Abdullah 
Ibrahim — Streams of 


Consciousness (PIADRUM) 

The unmistakable melodic rumbling introduc- 
tion to Streams of Consciousness commanded my 
attention and enthusiasm immediately. Pressing 
play on this CD is like going to church and the 
first “sermon” is a flawless 21 minutes of some of 
the most impressive improvisation | have heard. 
Roach and Ibrahim got together in 1977 without 
any prior planning to record a duo improvised 
jazz record. They kept it simple, too. Piano and 
drums. Only piano and drums. The result was 
perfect. Every drum solo, every genre-crossing 
piano melody, is mind-numbingly full and glori- 
ous. This has been one of the most fun albums 
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I’ve had the pleasure of listening to in a while.A 
true journey. Streams of Consciousness has been 
a great reminder of the inspiring capabilities of 
music — how a certain delivery of drum fills, 
beats, spaces, melodies and tones, motivated by 
the minds of genius musicians, can conjure re- 
actions so deeply imbedded in my own human 
experience, in the farthest reaches of my own 
self, and spirit. That ring of truth, that timeless 
human and musical connection, is spirituality in 
my mind. Rad. 


Janet Jackson -— Rhythm Nation 
1814 (A&M) 


Not much to say that hasn’t been said since it’s 
release in 1989.A classic.An essential. My secret 
weapon when | need that jolt. My mirror and | 
have maintained a solid daily dance session for 
some time now. But damn. Resurrecting this CD 
the past few months has most definitely changed 
the game for my morning mirror routine. Thank 
you, Mrs. Jackson. You really helped me take it 
there. 


Fleetwood Mac — Future Games 
(WARNER / WEA) 

Future Games was Fleetwood Mac’s fifth studio 
album, but the first to host the rocking talents 
of American guitarist Bob Welsh and the leg- 
endary keys and vocals of Christine McVie. This 
album marks the beginning of Fleetwood Mac’s 
transition from folk/blues material into a more 
pop/melodic hit parade. McVie champions this 
transition well with her “Morning Rain” contri- 
bution. Right off the bat, the bounce to the beat 
of “Morning Rain” directly following the more 
ancient/folky feel of “Woman of 1000 Years” is 
such an exciting introduction to the way McVie 
will continue to help shape Fleetwood Mac’s fu- 
ture sound. But damn. Then Bob Welsh comes in 
and gives us something to remember when he 
shuts the A-side down with the title track, “Fu- 
ture Games.” The man can compose a rock tune, 
that’s for sure. Days later those guitar riffs are 
running up and down my spine like his fingers on 
the frets. Mmm! The melody and delightful light- 
ness of that chorus is happily inescapable. Even 
the lyrics have become a daily mantra for me 
this year: “Oh yeah, you invent the future that 
you want to face.” “Sands of Time” brought it all 
home for me.| am a sucker for a groovy break- 
it-down rock jam, and Danny Kirwan delivered 
on this track. If “Sands of Time” failed to deliver 
the full jamming package to you, Kirwan hits the 
spot right away with the following tune, “Some- 
times” — the sing-along joint of the record! This 
is the kind of campfire rock classic that makes 
me want to hand everyone in the vicinity an in- 
strument or a page of lyrics so they can chime 


in on the chorus. A real working man’s ballad. 


“Although my back is aching, | worked the whole 
day through.” | hear ya, Kirwan. McVie’s blues/ 
rock piano and that lead guitar with its lazy 
twang is icing on the cake. The B-side definitely 
shows how well acquainted Kirwan, McVie and 
Welsh became with each others best musical 
qualities. Future Games was just what the shaman 
ordered for me in early 2013. It’s never a matter 
of IF I’m listening to Fleetwood Mac, but rather 
WHICH one. 


Misfits (ROADRUNNER RECORDS, PLAN 9 
RECORDS, CAROLINE RECORDS) 
Always and forever 


GREGG Pope 


Skeptic. Gearhead. Luddite. 


Pharmakon — Abandon 

(SACRED BONES) 

Could be Zola Jesus’ evil stepsister. She'll send 
shivers up your spine. 


Of Monsters & Men — My Head 


Is An Animal (UNIVERSAL) 
Sharp, endearing hippie goth from Iceland. 


ia Spring Breakers (2013) - 


Directed by Harmony Korine 
The pinnacle of cinematic achievement. 


Bleached — Ride Your Heart 
(DEAD OCEANS) 
Riding Best Coast’s wave & shredding it. 


Pussy Riot — Pussy Riot! A Punk 


Prayer for Freedom (FEMINIST PRESS) 

Anarchy burger! Hold the government! Straight- 
forwardly, this is not a pleasant read, but pick it 
up. Knowledge is power. Information is liberat- 


ing. 


Hitpoec 


Also know as Hilary. 
It’s really more of a personal 
choice though. 


Starfucker or STRFKR - 
Miracle Mile (Polyvinyl RECORD Co) 


Wild Belle — Isles (COLUMBIA) 


| 
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We Deliver. We Cater. 
| (323)463-4166 | 
| ON FOUNTAIN & VINE 
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| 


Facebook.com/redemptionfoods 
Check us out on Yelp! 


LUNCH 422 J 
DINNER 
PULLED PORK * LAMB * BURGE 
VEGETARIAN, VEGAN 4 
GLUTEN-FREE OPTIONS 7| 
PRESSED JUICES 


} 


if 


COFFEE ““ 
DESSERTS 


We were prison ‘lifers" 
who've been granted | 
parole in recognition 

ofourpersonal | 
transformations. 
We'd be honored to 
serve you. 


le 


1 O G5" 


your dine-in meal with 
coupon. Expires 5-81-18 
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Surfer Blood — Pythons 

(WARNER) 

This is the first album I'd listened to of theirs 
and I’m still debating. It’s very heavy in pop, more 
than | had expected going into it, but | think 
overall it’s pretty catchy. 


They Might Be Giants — 
Nanobots (IDLEWILD) 


Major Lazer — 


Free the Universe 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


The Flaming Lips - 

The Flaming Lips and Stardeath 
and White Dwarfs with Henry 
Rollins and Peaches Doing 


The Dark Side of the Moon 
(WARNER) 

| know I’m a little late on this train, but it is so 
awesome. 


() American Horror Story: 
Season One (2011) 


This show is so killer and addictive. The acting is 
fantastic and both seasons have been phenome- 
nal. The music is also pretty great. | don’t know if 
| could ever get enough of American Horror Story, 
| highly recommend sucking yourself in. 


TAN 


Johnny & The Hurricanes - 
The Very Best of Johnny & 


The Hurricanes (ONE DAY) 

Wild and quirky instrumental rock ’n’ roll from 
Toledo, Ohio. One of the greatest instrumental 
groups from the ’50s & ’60s. Famous for writing 
the original “Red River Rock,” they went on to 
have other success with tracks such as “Cross- 
fire,’ “Reveille Rock,’ “Rockin’ Goose,’ Revival” 
and “Beatnik Fly.” This double-disc collection is a 
great buy. Digitally remastered with 50 tracks. A 
must for fans of early rock ’n’ roll. 


The Sugar Shoppe - 


The Sugar Shoppe (Now souNDs) 
Canadian sunshine pop from the late 1960s. Soft 
pop with a little psychedelia. Arranged by Mort 
Garson and produced by Al De Lory. Great reis- 
sue of their one and only release, complete with 
bonus tracks. 
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Various Artists — The Red Bird 
Girls Very First Time In True 


Stereo 1964-1966 (REAL GONE MUSIC) 
Kick back and relaxe to some of the great girl 
groups of the 1960s. This amazing collection of 
20 remastered and remixed versions that origi- 
nally came out as mono 45’s is essential for any 
oldies fan. Every song on here is fabulous. Thank 
goodness for the recently unearthed master 
tapes that made this collection possible. 


Various Artists — Street Corner 
Symphonies The Complete Story 


Of Doo Wop Vol. 5: 1953 

(BEAR FAMILY) 

Incredible sound quality on these recordings 
from 1953. Bear Family has done a stupendous 
job with this series, and the digital remastering 
is top notch. Also included is a nice extensive 
booklet. Rock and roll was still a few years away 
but you can hear music heading in that direction 
on some of the tracks here. Even if you don’t 
know much about doo-wop, you will be hooked 
after you hear this. 


Think Pink — Twink (SUNBEAM) 

A relic of British underground rock from 1969. 
Twink was a member of Tomorrow and Pretty 
Things, then went on to be a core member of 
Pink Fairies. The album was produced by Mick 
Farren and also features other members of the 
Deviants as well as Steve Peregrin Took from 
Tyrannosaurus Rex and members of The Pretty 
Things. Best described as pure acid rock. Psych 
fans should absolutely pick this up, the reissue 
sounds awesome and has eight bonus tracks. 





ILENE 


Laura Mvula — Sing To The 
Moon (?cA) 


Myron & E —- Broadway 
(STONES THROW) 


Verve Remixed: The First Ladies 
— Various Artists (VERVE) 


Merry Clayton — The Best Of 
Merry Clayton (sony LEGACY) 


Jake Bugg — Jake Bugg 
(POLYGRAM POP/JAZZ) 


Eccentric Soul: The Dynamic 


Label — Various Artists 
(NUMERO GROUP) 


CO) House of Cards: 

The Complete First Season 
(BLU) (2013) -— Created by 
David Fincher and Beau 
Willimon 


Alice Russell — To Dust 
(TRU THOUGHTS) 


JASON PEARL 


Sensations’ Fix — Music Is 


Painting In The Air (1974-1977) 
(RVNG INTL.) 


Psychic TV — Dreams Less 
Sweet (SONY MUSIC ENTERTAINMENT) 


The Bats — By Night 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 


Rudimentary Peni - 
Cacophony (OUTER HIMALAYAN) 


Klaus Schulze & Gunter 
Schickert — The Schulze- 
Schickert Session (MiRUMIR) 





Hawkwind — Warrior On The 
Edge Of Time (CLEOPATRA) 


Conrad Schnitzler - 
Consequenz (BUREAU B) 


The Three O’Clock — 


The Hidden World Revealed 
(OMNIVORE) 


ia Upstream Color (2013) —- 
Directed by Shane Carruth 


Jor F. 


ia Band of Outsiders (1964) - 
Directed by Jean-Luc Godard 


Best non-Astaire/Rogers dance number in a 
movie. 


ia The Tin Drum (1979) - 
Directed by Volker 
Schliondorff 


The Screaming!!! 


ia That Obscure Object of 
Desire (1977) — Directed by 


Luis Bunuel 
Wait... There are two of them?!?! 


ia Bye Bye Birdie (1963) - 
Directed by George Sidney 

If you’re going to watch an Elvis Presley/Ann- 
Margret movie, it might as well be the one with- 
out Elvis... 


ia The Great Escape (1963) - 
Directed by John Sturges 


Steve McQueen. Period. 
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Dynamic Clark Sisters — Ha Ya 
(Z) 

Homonymic synchronous crosslingual beatitude 
akin to the acronymous apotheosis of arm leg 
leg arm head where glossolalic exultance blos- 
soms from a stevland morris ’i wish-ish’ burble 
into ecstatic edutainment on the meaning of ha 
ya. selah. 


Valerie June — Somebody To 


Love (CONCORD) 

Eternal and elemental, like water, fire, or want. 
Sounds less written than birthed or unearthed 
from the stone and loam of the Appalachians. 


Ment Nelson (of Oxyxmoron) 
- Ain’t Much Goin’ On 

north kackalackan breezy breathed vocalesiness 
alchemically transmuting the quotidian to the 
quotable over rhodes, vibes, & baps. 


Statik Selektah — 100 Stacks/ 
Make Believe (puck Down) 


Tony Touch/Action Bronson/ 
Kool G Rap -— It’s a Queen’s 
Thing (sony) 


Denetia & Sene — Trip.Fall 

BK representor Sene slips perpendicular to pre- 
vious dual pronged incarnation as beat creating 
mic wrecker to provide spare air for Denetia’s 
somnulant musings over a pulmonary pulse, too 
close and intimate to call it house. apartment 
music all night long. 


Big Star — Nothing Can Hurt Me 
(OMNIVORE) 

In all its spavined, deshabille, and perma-faded 
glory. Like all stellar phenomena, their incandes- 
ence directly proportional to their evanescence; 
their image more renowned from pallid reflec- 
tions than direct inspection. 


Josy TAYLor! 


Polly Scattergood — Arrows 
(MUTE) 

“Where did all these storm clouds come from?” 
Marzi wondered while driving her loud but 
cute AMC Eagle down the highway. The day had 
started out crisp and sunny, but now a darkness 
started to spread as massive angry clouds take 
the sky away from the sun. The weather can be 
your friend, but not on a day like today. Marzi 
rolled down her driver’s side window. The air hit 
her face with a slap and her eyes began to tear 
up. A car passed her going fast as lightning. As 
it passed a little girl in the backseat made eye 
contact with Marzi and stuck her tongue out. 
Marzi returned the gesture with a smile. Then 
it all happened at once, the car with the child 
spun out of control, crossed the middle of the 
highway and hit a tanker truck head on. The car 
exploded and debris showered both sides of 
the interstate. Marzi zoomed past the explosion 
while the now-dead little girl’s fingers hit her in 
the face along with the wind. 


Longmont Potion Castle — [0 
(D.U.) 

On the top of the hill there is a great battle 
happening. It’s up Beachwood Canyon and close 
to the Hollywood sign, just below it. Dogs are 
fighting and biting raccoons! Wait, now they are 
fighting grizzly bears which have turned into 
unicorns?! A giant octopus just jumped into the 
fray! The dogs have just ripped off a man’s head! 
What is going on? The octopus is now dead 
and the dogs are using broken unicorn horns 
as skewers to roast up some yummy oversized 
calamari in what appears to be a victory dinner. 
Good job little doggies! Good job! 


John Thill - The Greatest Hits 
of John Thill: Volume Il 


(FOLK TALE/SHRIMPER/YOUR WARMTH) 

There once was a nerd. He liked to walk around 
in his neighborhood day and night. It was not 
uncommon to see a woman following him. She 
would always keep to the shadows and kept at 
least a half block distance between herself and 
the nerd. She would wear a trench coat every 
day of the year. The nerd seemed to be oblivious 
of being followed until about a year ago. On one 
of his evening walks he stopped, turned around 
and walked up to the lady in the shadows. He 
said something to her that made her whole 
body shake violently. Her trench coat ripped off 
and the lady seemed to grow to be about |5 
feet tall right then and there! Her body seemed 


to be made entirely of brains. With cerebral 
juices spraying everywhere she yelled out | AM 
BRAIN LADY! | AM AN EVIL WOMAN ON 
THE LOOSE!” She stomped on the nerd, killing 
him instantly. 


Guardian Alien — See The 
World Given To A One Love 


Entity (THRILL JOCKEY) 

There is a really odd man standing in the park- 
ing lot of the thrift store. His hands are old and 
the bones look broken but they still seem to 
work. In fact each hand is clutching a cluster of 
writhing snakes. There seems to be at least six in 
each hand and are each about four feet in length. 
The snakes seem upset and are in a rhythm of 
recoiling, then striking out and recoiling again. 
It’s a pretty awesome sight, except for the fact 
that the man holding the snakes keeps getting 
bit. A lot of the rhythm of the snakes are just 
them striking out into the open air, but every 
few “pulses” include a strong snake bite on the 
man’s legs, arms or face. Now there is blood 
everywhere, but the weird man still holds the 
snakes tight. 


Arrington de Dionyso’s 
Malaikat dan Singa — 
Open the Crown (k) 


It’s not a well-known fact, but there are small 
wormholes on top of pretty much every palm 
tree in Los Angeles. Possums know about this 
and play in between dimensions every night. The 
wormholes are limited to destinations on Earth, 
so it’s not too dangerous for the little mammals 
to jump from one wormhole to another. The 
palm trees were planted here in Los Angeles by 
Rozando Aburte Shawe in the early 1900s to 
help make this city what it is today. The worm- 
holes’ main function is to act as a dream filter 
to help distribute all the broken dreams around 
the world and not have them only concentrated 
in Los Angeles. The filters work pretty well, but 
they do need to be cleaned out every once and 
awhile because the possums can be a little bit 
messy. 


Snoop Lion — Reincarnated 
(VICE/MAD DECENT/RCA) 

Oozie likes his new family. They are nice, not 
like his last family. He regrets what happened to 
them but does feel justified in how he handled 
the situation. It’s not like everyone lives forever, 
right? The past is the past, and now it’s time to 
focus on the present. In fact, it is now time for 
Oozie to fix the future! Time travel is not always 
the best option, but in this case it’s the only op- 
tion. He packs his travel bag full of little things he 
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thinks might help him out — little skulls, candy 
ropes, fruit juice, water pellets and a b.b. gun 
with electric generating pulse constrictor. These 
things might help him, but the truth is that the 
only thing that will work is the love of his new 
family. That is the Jah given truth. 


KEVIN 
LAROSE 


| work in shipping. 
| play in a band, Spaceships. 


Deerhunter — Monomanid (4AbD) 
Deerhunter doesn’t need anyone else to tell you 
how good they are, but that doesn’t mean they 
don’t deserve it. This is a great record, kind of a 
departure in sound but also not really. It sounds 
like a Deerhunter LP, but also different. They 
take risks while still playing it safe, and it sounds 
really good as a result. 


Shark Toys — Shark Toys 

(DEAD BEAT) 

A triumph of the human spirit. Most bands don’t 
get to be this good. They, their mothers and fa- 
thers, extended relatives, friends, neighbors, ac- 
quaintances, old college roommates, high school 
buddies and childhood pals should all be really, 
really proud of Shark Toys. It’s loud, arty and rocks 
hard. Good work, Shark Toys. 


The Terry Malts — Nobody 


Realizes This Is Nowhere 
(SLUMBERLAND) 

| haven’t even heard this record yet, but | know 
it’s going to kill. It will be released in September. In 
the meantime, tide yourself over with their debut, 
Killing Time. It’s infinitely re-playable, and the songs 
are mega-catchy. Call them punk, or whatever, but 
just listen. Bonus tip:Always a treat live. 


No Age - An Object (sus Pop) 

This record comes out in August. The first single 
is incredible. This is probably going to be the Al- 
bum of the Year. Their albums just keep getting 
better. In fact, I’m just going to call it right now: 
No Age is the band of the millennium. 


Spaceships -— Cool Breeze 


Over the Mountains 

(MOCK RECORDS/MOONDIMES) 

| confess, this is my band. But | am not ashamed 
to say that | fully endorse this record, and that | 
like it. It sounds like Lo-Fi-Bedroom-Garage, and 
| encourage you to hear it. 
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Hunx and His Punx — 


Street Punk (HARDLY ART) 

Hunx has already completely reimagined the girl 
groups of the ’60s, turning their songs into al- 
most revolutionary, hyper-sexxxed-out, gay teen- 
aged fantasy lands. Now he’s about to take on 
PUNK. | heard him playing some of these songs 
earlier this year, and | was soooooo stoked. Not 
often do | hear new material at a show and im- 
mediately like it, but Hunx is an entirely different 
animal. Buy it. 


ia Cloud Atlas (2012) -— Directed 
by Lana Wachowski/Tom 
Tykwer/Andy Wachowski 

It’s too bad this masterpiece was considered a 
flop. Way ahead of its time, | imagine this is going 
to be one of those films that history will ulti- 
mately vindicate and celebrate. | look forward 
to that day. 


(J) Adventure Time (2013) 

THIS ISA CARTOON TELEVISION PROGRAM 
AND | LOVE IT. I was all like, “I really need a 
Jake” (the dog sidekick), and then a little dog 
showed up in my life. | both blame and thank 
Adventure Time for that. 


Tip: 
Support DiY in your town.Advocate for fun. Be nice to 


people. 


KEVIN 


uchunofukuro.bandcamp.com 


King Tubby, The Upsetter - 
King Tubby Meets the Upsetter 


at the Grass Roots of Dub vr) 
King Tubby. The Upsetter. ‘nuff said. 


Holy Wave - Evil Hits 

(THE REVERB APPRECIATION SOCIETY) 

Holy Wave sits somewhere between Spacemen 
3 and Black Angels. 


My Bloody Valentine — mbv 
(MBV) 

Aint nothing wrong with a new My Bloody 
Valentine album. Here’s to another 22 years of 
waiting! 


Jim O’Rourke - Old News 


#5 = #8 (EDITIONS MEGO) 

Jim O’Rourke’s archival series is great because 
not only can | listen to pieces from the early- 
to-mid-’90s that were either never issued or 
have long been out of print, | can also hear what 
he’s been up to in Japan the last decade. He’s 
never leaving Japan. | can’t easily get to Japan. | 
can, however, put on on one of these Old News 
LPs and spend around 75 minutes trying to fig- 
ure out what knobs he’s turning on his VCS3 or 
Serge Modular. 


Laurie Spiegel — The Expanding 
Universe (UNSEEN WORLDS) 
Her name is eerily similar to my mom’s. Oh and 
the music is pretty righteous too. 


Tip: 

Pomar is a great band. 

Ghoul Abdul makes great psychedelic beats. 

Songs by Thom (by Thom) makes great indie pop. 

Metal Rouge makes great krrraaanngnggggg bzzzzzzzzz 
mmmmmhbbhhhh drone. 


KRISTEN 


Mikal Cronin — MCI (merce) 


Kirin J. Callinan — Embracism 
(XL) 


Vampire Weekend - Modern 
Vampires Of The City (x1) 


Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds - 
Push The Sky Away (BAD SEED LTD.) 


Richard Buckner — Surrounded 
(MERGE) 


Kurt Vile — Wakin’ On A Pretty 
DdZe (MATADOR) 


The Three O’Clock — 


The Hidden World Revealed 
(OMNIVORE) 





KR Brarr- 
HENDERSON 


Dirty Beaches — Drifters / Love 
Is The Devil (Zoo music) 

If David Lynch had directed Drive, this is the 
soundtrack we would all still be listening to. 


Petra Haden — Petra Goes To 
The Movies (ANT--) 

These a cappella covers of primarily orchestral 
movie themes are really beautiful and by nature 
strangely comedic. 


ia Badlands [Criterion Collec- 
tion] (2013) — Directed by 


Terrence Malick 
Terrence Malick has made some beautiful films, 
but his first is still his best. 


ia Rolling Thunder (BLU) (1977) 
- Directed by John Flynn 


Many a grindhouse revenge film have been made, 
but few really satisfy like Rolling Thunder. This has 
been tough to find on video for a long time. 


ia Seconds [Criterion 
Collection] (BLU) (1966)- 


Directed by John Frankenheimer 
Made four years after the Manchurian Candidate, 
this profoundly creepy film feels like a Twilight 
Zone episode that was so good it had to be ex- 
panded into a feature. 


ia Ministry of Fear [Criterion 
Collection] (BLU) (1944) - 
Directed by Fritz Lang 


Adapted from a Graham Greene novel, this film 
follows Ray Milland from the day he is released 
from an asylum into war torn England complete 
with Nazi spies who are messing with him, or 
maybe he’s just crazy... 
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Hawkwind — Warrior On The 
Edge Of Time [Super Deluxe 
Box Set] (CHERRY RED) 

Featuring the first ever remastered version 
made from the original analog master tapes, plus 
eight bonus tracks, five previously unreleased. 
2xCD & | NTSC DVD audio, plus 180gm vinyl 
LP facsimile edition with “Shield.” 


ia Skyfall (2013) — Directed by 


Sam Mendes 
One of the best Bonds ever! 


i Space Rock Invasion Tour 
(2011) -— Directed by Nektar/ 
Brainticket/Huw LLoyd- 


Langton 

A live concert document of classic prog/space 
rock legends Nektar, Brainticket and the late 
Hawkwind guitarist, Huw LLoyd-Langton, per- 
forming in Hollywood in 2011. Includes bonus 
interviews. 


Can - The Lost Tapes [Deluxe 


Vinyl Box Set] (mMUTE/sPOON) 
Unreleased recordings from the seminal Ger- 
man Kraut Rock band, now released on |80gm, 
five-LP box set. 


CQ johhny Sokko & His Flying 
Robot (1967-1968) 


Ultra cool, Japanese psychedelic ’60s children’s 
live action series about a boy and his flying ro- 
bot who battle nefarious spies and aliens from 
another planet bent on destroying the world. 


J. Marr 
BEAVER 


“The only escape from 
the miseries of life 
are music and cats...” 
~ Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965) 


The Flaming Lips - 

The Terror (WARNER) 

Never know where the Flaming Lips are going 
to turn up or what they’re going to turn into 
next. They’ve been a guiding force in my musical 
tastes since 1986, when, after seeing them two 
nights in a row (at San Francisco’s |-BEAM and 
Berkeley's BERKELEY SQUARE with GREEN 
ON RED), | decided to uproot myself from San 
Diego and replant myself in the Bay. The Terror 
sees the Lips almost completely abandoning pop 
form for long washes of space and atmosphere. 
It’s equal doses of calm and anxiety, and it’s one 
of their finest expressions to date. 


Daft Punk — 


Random Access Memories 
(COLUMBIA) 

The hype started so early and was so manipu- 
latively “mysterious” that | was fully set to hate 
whatever eventually landed in our laps. Well, the 
joke was on me, mostly, as | do kind of hate the 
two “hit” tracks: “Lose Yourself To Dance” and 
“Get Lucky.’ However, despite Georgio Mo- 
roder’s monologue that one only needs to hear 
once, “Georgio By Moroder” is a killer track, as 
is the computer romance of “Game of Love” 
and the terrific instrumental “Motherboard.” 
Have to admit that | dig it. 


Phosphorescent - 


Muchacho 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

A decade and six albums along in Matthew 
Houck’s career under the Phosphorescent 
moniker and he only improves, he only becomes 
more and more his own singular voice. Once 
lumpable into the camp of Bonnie Prince Billie 
second-comers, Houck has shed the similes and 
is now his own force, and one to pay attention 
to. The band has expanded to two guitars, bass, 
drums, percussion and two keyboards (one of 
them piano, the other organ). It’s the sound of a 
church lifting its way up through the floorboards 
of your favorite honky-tonk, cosmic and beer- 
soaked and glorifying. 
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Klaus Schulze & Gunter 
Schickert — The Schulze- 


Schickert Session (MiRUMIR) 

Forty-five minutes from September of 1975 
finally released for my ears to rejoice to. The 
young electronic master digging deep with 
Berlin-based guitarist, Gunter Schickert. Noth- 
ing more needs to be said, besides the fact that 
the vinyl jacket is as cosmically astounding as the 
music it contains. 


Youth Lagoon — Wondrous 


Bughouse (FAT Possum) 

This is the album that finally allows you to com- 
pletely crawl into your headphones and disap- 
pear into that druggy candyland you’ve always 
yearned for. Get ’em on and get in ’em. Pure 
pop that’s all morphed and gurgling and slippery 
from the sheer backstock of cosmic emanations 
that have been building since 1969. 


Thee Oh Sees — Floating Coffin 
(CASTLE FACE) 

It’s THEE OH SEES, and they’ve got a new album 
... any more questions? 


Kurt Vile — Wakin’ On A Pretty 


DdzZe (MATADOR) 

Kurt Vile writes pretty, under-watery folk songs 
that, if they stopped there, would be just OK. 
Where they move out of the ordinary is when 
he starts to extend and build and let them crack 
open into a full cosmic view, then slowly brings 
them back into the palm of his hand and tucks 
them back into his pocket. The he shrugs, like, 
“What?! | didn’t see anything!” 


Follakzoid — II (SACRED BONES) 

Chilean psychedelic rock can’t go wrong. Just no 
way. In the territory of Wooden Shiips, but with 
a bit more 1972 in the mix. Love it! 


Tip: 

Pappy & Harriet’s in Pioneertown near Joshua Tree, Calif. 
is, literally, heaven. | ordered a Hefeweizen on tap, and the 
lovely woman behind the counter brought it to me in a 
great big mason jar and said, “That'll be $3, darlin’.” 
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Crossover — Gloom RMX?s 
(DESIRE) 


Burzum — Sol Austan, Mani 
Vestan (|-2-3-4-GO!) 


Death In June — The Snow 
Bunker Tapes (NEUROPA) 


Iceage — You’re Nothing 
(MATADOR) 


Pure X — Crawling Up The 
Stairs (ACEPHALE) 


Dirty Beaches — 
Drifters / Love Is The Devil 
(ZOO MUSIC) 


Pharmakon — Abandon 
(SACRED BONES) 


Zomby — With Love (44D) 


Kid Cudi — [ndicud 
(UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 


ASAP ROCKY - 
Long.Live.A$AP (RCA) 


DJ DoLeaK 


|! am a DJ and Hip-Hop producer. 
Be on the look out for my Hip-Hop 
group called Perennial Skills. 
Sunny Rothmiller emceeing and me 
on the production. 


Peace and God Bless 


Perennial Skills — Found In 


Between The Lines (INDEPENDENT) 
This has to be one of the best and slept-on al- 
bums all year.With D] Doleak on the production 
tip. The Emcee Sunny Rothmiller comes with a 
vicious style and honest. It reminds you of some 
straight 90s hip hop music. 
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Kendrick Lamar — good kid, 


m.A.A.d city (AFTERMATH) 

This has to be the best hip hop album | have 
heard all year. Probably the best album | have 
ever heard.At least in my top |0.This is a go get- 
ter. Kendrick Lamar provides nothing but good 
lyrical content. 


Jay-Z — Magna Carta Holy Grail 
(ROC NATION) 

This is a great album.What can | say about Jay-Z? 
He is the best rapper alive. Go get this album. It 
is a must. 


MARYANN 


Natalie Maines — Mother 
(COLUMBIA) 


Patty Griffin — American Kid 
(NEW WEST) 


Queens Of The Stone Age - 
..-Like Clockwork (MATADOR) 


Junip — Junip (mute) 


Jason Isbell — Southeastern 
(SOUTHEASTERN) 


() Girls: The Complete Second 
Season (2013) 


C) Homeland: The Complete 
Second Season (2012) 





ATT 
McDERMOTT 


Amoeba Electronic/ 
via-pgh.com/States of Being 


Delroy Edwards — White Owl / 


Heart & Soul 12” (11.65, 

It’s been thrilling watching young L.A. producer/ 
DJ and Amoeba regular Delroy Edwards rise. 
Delroy’s deejaying took an amazing turn this year 
as he began turning in bracing sets of Dance- 
mania obscurities, tough techno gems and even 
the Geto Boys. His own material is similarly odd 
and uncompromising. Look for a deluge of new 
material and high profile festival appearances in 
late 2013. 


James Holden - The I[nheritors 
(BORDER COMMUNITY) 

Amazing, conceptually sound LP from the Bor- 
der Community boss. On his first full-length in 
seven years, Holden infused his already accom- 
plished production with influences culled from 
Krautrock’s outer reaches. 


Morphine Records 

Rabih Beani (Morphosis) has adjusted his focus 
to document American producers making the 
increasingly common migration from noise to 
techno. Key releases include Container’s Treat- 
ment and the Topographical Interference and Infra- 
tract releases from Philly’s Metasplice. 


Luke Hess — Keep On (FxHE) 


Stellar Om Source — Elite Excel 
(RVNG INTL.) 


Los Angeles 

Coming up on two years in my adopted Los An- 
geles, I’m floored at the amount of energy in the 
city’s dance/electronic scene and feel extremely 
lucky to count many of the city’s talented pro- 
ducers, DJs and promoters as friends. If you’re 
reading this, thanks for the inspiration. Key L.A. 
releases: Leech - Tusks 12” (100% Silk) , Cromie 
and Sage Caswell - Vines 12” (Peach), Cosmic 
Kids and Fingerpaint - Reality on the Horizon |2” 
(Let’s Play House). Look out for new material 
from New Body, James Del Barco, Evan Stalker 
and Personable in the coming months. Labels of 
note: Peak Oil, Ecstasy, Gene’s Liquor, LA Club 
Resource. 
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Primal Scream — More Light 
(INGROOVES) 

| met Bobby Gillespie during a work shift at 
Amoeba a few months ago, and it was very thrill- 
ing for me because | am a big fan of Primal Scream. 
He had a ratty leopard print scarf on and a piece 
of lint stuck to his face. He told me that the next 
Primal Scream album was going to be psychedelic 
but a mix of stuff but still Primal Scream. He was 
totally right: It is psychedelic but a mix of stuff but 
still Primal Scream. More Light delivers the goods, 
and we have never needed them more than right 
now! The world is falling apart, and these guys 
know it. “2013” starts off the album as a state- 
ment of intent, cataloging a long list of horrible 
things about living in the 2Ist century, with a 
Roxy-esque sax and swirling guitars. It’s menacing 
and trancey and it goes on for |2 minutes, which 
would normally not be my thing, but it’s great. The 
Primals sound like they really want our attention 
so they can rail against the “Culturecide” of mod- 
ern day Britain and celebrate “a nighttime ride 
in the neon sunshine” in “Invisible City” before 
concluding that ’’'It’s Alright, It’s Okay.” It all works 
really well, but then they never disappoint (except 
for Give Out But Don’t Give Up, which is pretty bad, 
| think). Their music is red — with purple flashes 
— for the 2|st Century. 


Hirsute Pursuit — Tighten That 


Muscle Ring (SoLeILMOON) 
| think these guys are gonna go far this year. It 
will punish and reward you with each listen. 


Elastica — The Mendce (ATLANTIC) 
You can find this in the Used Rock section for 
probably $3.99. Highly underrated. 


ia Detropia (2012) -— Directed 
by Heidi Ewing, Rachel Grady 


This is a beautiful film about modern day De- 
troit and everything in the U.S. is gonna look like 
it pretty soon probably. 


The Stranglers — Black & 


White (Asm) 
Probably better than 99% of what is sold here. 
(Don’t shoot the messenger!) 


Tip: 

If you don’t want Los Angeles and Hollywood in particular 
to be allW Hotels and boring skyscrapers, consider joining 
one of our local preservation groups such as Hollywood 
Heritage and the LA Conservancy! Support historic 
preservation! 


18 MUSIC WELIKE »* Fall/Winter 2013-2014 






~ 


exe 


A! 


MICHAEL 
ROSAS 


| used to write these really long reviews 
here, not so much anymore. 
Nowadays, | tend to do a lot of that 
over here now: 
www.somethingforallofus.net. 
My music blog, check it out. 





That aside, here are seven albums that I’ve been 
enjoying — more so, obsessed with — for the past 
few months or so: 





Empire of the Sun - Ice on the 
Dune (ASTRALWERKS) 


Daft Punk — Random Access 
Memories (COLUMBIA) 


Young Galaxy — Ultramarine 
(PAPER BAG) 


The National — Trouble WIil 
Find Me (4ap) 


Sigur Ros — Kveikur (x1) 


Savages — Silence Yourself 
(MATADOR) 


Palms — Palms (\PpECAC) 


Tips: 

Check these labels out on the internet for quality indepen- 
dent releases: 

Track Number Records www.tracknumberrecords.com 


And, also, check out my very talented friends Bandcamp 
pages. 

Nathaniel Eras: http://eras.bandcamp.com/ 

Ray Montes: http://sunriseowl.bandcamp.com/ 





MICHELE 


Rock Photographer, Music Journalist 
& Jewelry Designer 
www.dominoartz.com 
A Chicago transplant living 
in LaLa land 


Nico Stai —- Dead Pony 
(INDEPENDENT) 
Nico Stai is a LA.-based, DIY indie pop musi- 


cian with a catalog that could choke a horse. 


This super talented, singer/songwriter/multi- 
instrumentalist has opened for the likes of Bob 
Mould and only plays select shows. New music 
is coming soon ... ’til then, his old school Dead 
Pony EP is my fav! 


Alt-] - An Awesome Wave 
(ATLANTIC) 

Aussie indie music artist Alt-] is a killer mas- 
ter weaver, intertwining pop sensibilities with 
booming moog synths. Think Arcade Fire meets 
AWOLNATION. Listen to the WHOLE album 
for a beautiful musical journey. 


Jake Bugg — Jake Bugg (mercury) 
Those damn Brits keep redefining American 
blues music and making it even better! The 
stark, sparseness of melodies combined with 
his unique vocals makes this album a winner 
straight through. 


The White Buffalo — Prepare 


For Black & Blue (RUFF SHOD) 

Have you heard The White Buffalo? This L.A.- 
based artist has numerous albums, plays gigs 
occasionally (catch one!) and harkens back to 
the days when country music was good! This tal- 
ented, gravel-voiced singer/songwriter is a man’s 
man who can drink you under the table, drown 
his sorrow in whiskey, then let it bleed into his 
music. Prepare For Black & Blue is a good starter. 


Yeah Yeah Yeahs -— Mosquito 
(INTERSCOPE) 

Karen O and clan are back! This album is a co- 
hesive triumph of booty shaking grooves. Listen 
to it straight through and get your dancing shoes 
kickin! 


Nightmare & The Cat — TBA 
(CAPITOL) 

Nightmare & The Cat are a local L.A. band with a 
indie rock style all their own. The Stewart broth- 
ers create art as they live it. Often teaming up 
with artist Gary Baseman for shows & events, 
they are absolutely on fire! | heard part of their 
new album in studio ... check it out and you can 
say you knew them before they exploded ... 


Misy.LA 


ia Super 8 (2011) -— Directed by 
J. J. Abrams 


Okay, honestly wasn’t too sure how | was gonna 
feel about this movie because I’m partial to J.J. 
Abrams, but this movie was really interesting. It’s 
suspenseful, kinda nerdy and even pretty funny. It’s 
like a light sci-fi, thriller version of The Goonies. Plus, 
I’m a sucker for kid actors, so I’m sure that helps. 


ia Puss In Boots (2011) - 
Directed by Chris Miller 


| love this movie! This movie shows Puss as a 
suave, wise-cracking, Rico Suave-type hero. Puss 
in Boots is the new age family movie. It’s really 
super cute but has a ton of subtle humor for 
the adults. The script itself is actually quite funny. 
It’s just an all-around great movie. Oh, and the 
graphics are great! 


ia Shrek 2 (2004) — Directed 
by Andrew Adamson, Kelly 


Asbury, Conrad Vernon 

Eddie Murphy, Eddie Murphy, Eddie Murphy! Him 
as Donkey is the greatest thing in the world! 
He’s so funny and really compliments Mike Mey- 
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ers as Shrek. This is definitely my favorite of the 
Shrek Tetralogy. Fun Fact: Did you know halfway 
through production Mike Meyers decided Shrek 
should have an accent? So they started over to 
adopt the new change. 


ia Tapped (2009) — Directed by 


Jason Lindsey 

If you’re in a “Fight The Man, Fight The Power!” 
type mood, this one’s great. It discusses how 
the bottled water industry is run and how it af- 
fects the real people living in those areas. From 
droughts to cancer spikes, the people that live 
near these factories are greatly affected, and so 
are the consumers of these bottled products. 


KiD CuDi — Man On The Moon: 


The End of Day 

(G.0.0.D MUSIC/UNIVERSAL MOTWON) 

One of my favorite albums and artists of all time! 
He’s great to me because he writes about things 
that are really happening in his life: drugs, girls, 
arrests, etc. But he’s not the typical gangster 
rapper. He raps in a way that any normal per- 
son would (assuming we all can rap). There’s no 
flashy beats or videos or production, just easy, 
mellow, honest hip hop. 


Jay-Z — Magna Carta Holy Grail 
(DEF JAM) 

Ok, so let me start by saying that I’m partial to 
Jay-Z. | admit he’s got one of the most impressive 
resumes in the rap game, but sometimes his al- 
bums as a whole bore me a little bit. But this one 
is really good. Definitely better than Yeezus. The 
production’s cool and young, not an abstract rap 
sound like everyone else is doing. Just regular Jay- 
Z rap with some cool new age twists. My favor- 
ite tracks are “BBC,” “Tom Ford” and “Crown” 
(which was produced by a |6 year old, wtf!). 


ia Rush Hour (1998) - Directed 
by Brett Ratner 


This movie is by far one of my favorite comedies 
of all time. Chris Tucker and Jackie Chan are the 
funniest duo ever.And they obviously had great 
chemistry filming this movie. You can tell they 
definitely had a good time. 


im Vertigo (1958) — Directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock 


By far, my favorite of all Hitchcock’s films. This 
film has such a great story line that will keep 
your interest the entire way through. It’s also 
pretty easy to follow. Vertigo’s a great action, 
mystery, thriller for any audience, except maybe 
kids, unless they’re those cool mature kids. 
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Jodeci — Forever My Lady (ca) 
This is one of the best R&B albums ever. Jodeci 
is/are the epitome of what real R&B is, and this is 
by far their best album. That’s it. It’s great. 


MONALISA 


Deejay, music lover, 
soul/funk fanatic, Hip Hop junkie, 
world music aficionado, jazz enthusiast, 
rock ’n’ roll gangsta, etc. 


Myron & E —- Broadway 

(STONES THROW/FAT BEATS) 

My current favorite Bay Area duo of singer My- 
ron and DjJ/singer E The Boss, making retro soul 
music reminiscent of Curtis Mayfield and the 
Impressions ... their backing band is the Soul In- 
vestigators, known for their fine work with soul 
singer Nicole Willis. 


Thundercat — Apocalypse 
(BRAINFEEDER) 
Singer/bassist/songwriter/wonderful human 
being Stephen Bruner’s second album, co- 
produced by Flying Lotus ... a kaleidoscope 
of amazing music — loving, happy, funky, jazzy, 
joyful, funny, crazy and beautiful, all at the same 
time. He’s singing more this time around, which 
is refreshing to hear and feel ... this album is 
both a tribute to the amazing Austin Peralta and 
a symphonic, melodic reminder to count your 
blessings & let your loved ones know you love 
them at all times. Stand out cuts: “Lotus And 
The Jondy,” “Special Stage,” “Oh Sheit It’s X,” “A 
Message For Austin,” “Tenf” — never mind. The 
whole album is FANTASTIC. HIGHLY RECOM- 
MENDED PURCHASE! DO IT! 


Mayer Hawthorne -— 
Where Does This Door Go 


(REPUBLIC) 
If you like pina coladas & gettin’ caught in the 
rain, you’re gonna love this ... I’ve had many 
conversations with the good Mayer about our 
common love for ’70s blue-eyed soul, and on his 
lastest effort, you can clearly hear the influences 
of Steely Dan, Gerry Rafferty, Steve Miller Band, 
Boz Scaggs and Michael McDonald, among oth- 
ers from that golden sailing era of soft rock.Add 
in production from Pharrell Williams, Jack Splash, 
and Oak & Pop for the body-moving part of the 
equation, and you have a damn good album. 
Stand out tracks: “The Stars Are Ours,” “Back 
Seat Lover,’ “Wine Glass Woman,” “Corsican 
Rose,’ “Allie Jones.” 


Verve Remixed: The First Ladies 


— Various Artists (VERVE) 

A continuation in the series of Verve Remixed 
comps, with this one featuring some of the fin- 
est ladies of jazz — Billie, Sarah, Nina, Dinah, 
Marlena and Ella, along with Astrud Gilberto and 
Sister Rosetta Tharpe, with remixes by Bassnec- 
tar, Flume, Zed, Toro Y Moi, Kaskade, Miike Snow 
and more. Stand outs: “Il Put A Spell On You 
(Pretty Lights Remix),’ “Corcovado (Tokimon- 
sta Remix),” “So Nice/Summer Samba (Azari & 
Ill Remix).” 


Kon — On My Way eBE) 

If you’re not already aware, Kon is a part of the 
duo, Kon & Amir, known famously for diggin’ in 
the crates and unearthing the best music you 
never heard ... His debut album, On My Way, 
fully represents his love for classic funk, disco 
and soul. The album features vocals and co- 
production from names such as Ben Westbeech, 
Induce, Amy Douglas, Yuki Kanesaka and George 
Levin. If you put this on at home, you'll surely be 
movin’ the couch out of the way to make more 
room to groove in your living room. Stand out 
tracks: “Blow Me...A Kiss,” “Love Shine” and 
“You Don’t Know.” 


Omar — The Man (sHANACHIE) 


Tip: 

question: what’s the name of that song playing on the 
radio right now?!? 

answer: http://www.yes.com 


NEIL MCLEAN 


My name is Neil Mclean. 
| make stop motion animated 
puppets and space zobots: 
vimeo.com/dungeon 


Bill Ryder-Jones — A Bad Wind 


Blows in My Heart (Domino) 

They must have used a special mic to record 
this quiet fellow. If you are sad, this album might 
make you feel better, or maybe worse. Beautiful. 





Marnie — Crystal World 
(PLEDGEMUSIC) 

One of the Ladytron ladies just made a record in 
Iceland. It reminds me of The NeverEnding Story 
Soundtrack, Broadcast, Stereolab and, weirdly 
enough, Ladytron. Look up “Violet Affair,’ “Sug- 
arland,’ “The Hunter” ... excellent production 
from a fellow tron too. 


> 


LOS 


Globos 


a night latin nightelub 
+ concert venue 


\ _Z~ 
i 


CELEBRATING THE 
ARTS FOR OVER 62 
YEARS 


NIGHTCLUB, 
CONCERT VENUE, 
DRINKING 
ESTABLISHMENT, 
PRIVATE PARTIES, 
FILM SHOOTS 


2 FLOORS 
4 ROOMS 


FERLAKE 


LoBO>: com 
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Trumpet World — Brass Buffet 
(TRUMPET RECORDS) 

All the trumpet you will ever need to hear. On 
one CD! 


Stealing Sheep - Into The 


Diamond Sun (HEAVENLY RECORDINGS) 
Haunted all girl electric folk trio go to the 
church fete on acid. 


Pissed Jeans — Honeys (sus Pop) 
Shouty punk noise. 


David Bowie — The Next Day 
(COLUMBIA) 

Some of this is cheesy, a lot of it is incredible, it’s 
David Bowie. Eat your vegetables. 


Burning Of Rome - With Us 
(SURFDOG) 

Synth metal space Klezmer mosh pit in a cir- 
cus, a large burning papier mache effigy of Ed 
Wood suspended in the center of the tent with 
a single strand of robot spider web. Members 
of Oingo Boingo and the Misfits were invited, 
but sadly the party was in the future and clon- 
ing was still illegal. 1 played bass for this band on 
a tour last year at exactly the same time that | 
really needed to play bass for this band on tour 
last year. They are my brothers and sister. | love 
them. This album makes me think of truck-stop 
snacks, buried treasure, super-glued fingertips, 
sweat, bad rock postures, the thing in the forest 
and, sadly, Joe’s balls. There is a Carl Sagan quote 
in the liner notes. | rest my case. 


Public Image Ltd. - 
Public Image: First Issue 


[Reissue] (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 
Allo, allo, allo, allo, allo, allo ... hahahahaha. Best 
start to an album ever? 


Tip: 

Other than this, | have been spinning a lot of old sci-fi 
movie soundtracks, These Trails’ self-titled, Caetano Veloso 
(1969 album), Mississippi John Hurt, Bookends by Simon 
and Garfunkle, Stranglers erm ... and | am unhealthily 
obsessed with the Only Ones. 
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NINA BERMAN 


First entry in the almighty book! Interest- 
ing year for me — no Internet, which 
had previously been my primary outlet 
for new music. For me that meant a lot 
of rediscovering what | already had in 
the ol’ vinyl and mp3 collection, a lot of 
listening to the Art Laboe Connection and 
punk (new world for me). 

Also, meeting hundreds of crackpots and 
slackers on the clock with musical gems 
for miles. Just a thought: Music is 
Der Universal Language. It’s all a groove. 
Yeah, music: I'd like to go there. 

And silence is a rhythm, too! 


Silver Apples — Contact 
(KAPP-CITY HALL) 


The Slits — Return of the Giant 
Slits (BLAST FIRST PETITE) 


Stevie Wonder -— Innervisions 
(MOTOWN) 


Bow Wow Wow -! Want 
Candy: Anthology (CASTLE) 


The Free Design - Kites are 
Fun (LIGHT INTHE ATTIC) 


Funkadelic — One Nation 
Under A Groove (priority) 


Prince — Around the World ina 
Day (WARNER) 


Slapp Happy — Acnalbasac 
Noom (RECOMMENDED) 


Spiritual Singers — Ntsamina 
(MISSISSIPPI) 


The Waitresses — Wasn’t 
Tomorrow Wonderful? (PoLyDorR) 


The Intruders — Cowboys to 


Girls: The Best of The Intruders 
(GAMBLE) 


Tom Tom Club - 
Close to the Bone sire) 


Cristina — Cristina (Ze) 


Lizzy Mercier Descloux - 
Press Color (ZE RECORDS) 


The Buggles — 
The Age of Plastic 
(ISLAND RECORDS) 


Sally Oldfield — Easy (Bronze) 


Sally Oldfield — Water Bearer 
(BRONZE RECORDS) 


Buffy Sainte-Marie — 
HHluminations (VANGUARD) 


Minutemen — 


Double Nickels on the Dime 
(SST) 


OLIVER 


The Knife — Shaking The 
Habitual (Mute) 


Boards Of Canada —- 
Tomorrow’s Harvest 
(WARP) 


TM404 — TM404 (koNnTRA Musik) 


Omar-S — Thank You For 
Letting Me Be Myself (FxtHe) 


Juan Atkins / Moritz 
Von Oswald — Borderland 
(TRESOR) 


Moodymann - ABCD 
(MAHOGANI MUSIC) 


Vakula — You’ve Never Been To 
Konotop (FIRECRACKER) 


Tip: 
www.absurdrecordings.com 


OLIVIA 


Shovels & Rope - O Be Joyful 
(DUALTONE) 

This folk album came out in 2012, but it’s a gem 
| discovered this year. Raw and rootsy from a 
South Carolina husband-and-wife duo. 


Tim & Nicki Bluhm — Duets 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Another folk husband-and-wife combo. Tim 
Bluhm of The Mother Hips and his wife/musi- 
cal partner Nicki sing beautifully together. You 
can also watch them sing cover songs as they 


drive their van from gig to gig (“Van Sessions” 
on YouTube). 


Patty Griffin — American Kid 
(NEW WEST) 

Yet again, Patty Griffin latest album showcases 
her amazing songwriting ability. | also recom- 
mend Downtown Church, released in 2010 as 
well. 


Diane Birch — Bible Belt 

(S-CURVE) 

Bible Belt came out in 2009, but | think it’s a 
worth mentioning here. Diane Birch is com- 
pared to a number of soul and soulful artists of 
the 1970s. Listen to this album! 


James Adomian - 

Low Hangin Fruit (cEARWoLF) 

He’s super funny and does spot-on vocal im- 
pressions. 


PHIL 


More fun than games. 


Kate Nash -— Girl Talk 

(HAVE |10P RECORDS) 

My favorite pop princess goes riot grrrl with this 
90s flashback that sounds as fresh (and tough) 
as ever. 


Pharmakon — Abandon 

(SACRED BONES) 

This completely ferocious and totally hypnotic 
party jam is the record of the year, showing 
gross death sludge can have crossover appeal. 
Recommended for those who want more Wolf 
Eyes with their Zola Jesus and vice versa. 
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ia The Town That Dreaded 
Sundown (1976) — Directed by 


Charles B. Pierce 

The Texas-fried, true-to-life drive-in classic fi- 
nally makes it to Blu-ray and DVD courtesy of 
our friends at Scream Factory! 


ia Miami Connection (1987) - 
Directed by Woo-Sang Park 


The best new wave ninja adventure you’ve yet 
to discover! Recently unearthed from ’80s ob- 
scurity by Austin’s Alamo Drafthouse, this gem 
has it all: sick tunes, big hair, too much cocaine, 
badass fight scenes AND a positive message for 
the youth of today. Be sure to watch the mind- 
destroying alternate ending included in the Blu- 
ray’s extensive bonus features! 


im When A Stranger Calls/Happy 
Birthday To Me (1979/1981) - 
Directed by Fred Walton/ 

J. Lee Thompson 

Convert your living room into your very own 
grindhouse theater with two fun & scary hor- 
ror blasts now on a Blu-ray double feature at a 
bargain price. But don’t let the price scare you; 
both films look great in the HD debut! 


Tip: 
Watch movies with me at Cinefamily. 
www.heavymidnites.com 


HALL 


(J Adventure Time: Season Two 
(2011) - Created by Pendleton 
Ward 


ia Stoker (2013) -— Directed by 


Chan-wook Park 

Mia Wasikowska (In Treatment), Nicole Kidman 
and Matthew Goode (A Single Man) in a Hitch- 
cock-style thriller. 


(1) Enlightened: The Complete 
First Season & Complete Second 
Season (2013) — Directed by 
Mike White 

Laura Dern, Diane Ladd & Luke Wilson tell the 
complex story of a whistle blower who wants to 
save the planet but clashes with the harsh reality 
that corporations and the government are not 
out to help humanity. Her high-minded attempts 


to teach morality while bending the rules to 
achieve her goals create an awkwardly dark 
comedy as sad and timely as today’s headlines. 
Lovingly crafted by writer/director Mike White 
(Chuck & Buck, The School of Rock). 


ia West of Memphis (2012) - 
Directed by Amy Berg 


Wrap up of the notorious West Memphis 3 case. 


() Bates Motel: The Complete 
First Season (2013) — Created 
by Anthony Cipriano 


ia The Iceman (2012) - 


Directed by Ariel Vromen 
“The Iceman” contract killer Richard Kuklinski, 
played by the always excellent Michael Shannon. 


() Fridays: The Best Of (2013) - 
Created by John Moffitt 


Sixteen episodes and bonus bits from the sub- 
versive L.A. sketch comedy series that stared 
Larry David, Michael Richards & Mark Blankfield. 
Features: Andy Kaufman, Devo, Billy Crystal, 
The Pretenders, William Shatner, The Cars, The 
Clash, KISS & more. 


C)Web Therapy: The Complete 
Second Season (2013) - 
Created by Lisa Kudrow 


C) Mad Men: Season Five (2012) 
- Created by Matthew Weiner 


C) Adventure Time: 
The Complete Second Season 
(2013) — Created by 


Pendleton Ward 
DVD Review 


ia The Bitter Buddha (2012) - 
Directed by Steven Feinartz 
Comedian Eddie Pepitone is the Bitter Buddha 
in this portrait of enlightenment with laughter 
through rage. Interviews with Marc Maron, Zach 
Galifianakis, Sarah Silverman & Patton Oswalt. 


ia Breaking Bad: The Fifth 
Season (2012) — Created by 


Vince Gilligan 
Continues to be better than anything on TV or 
the silver screen. 


ia H.G. Wells’ Things to Come 
[Criterion Collection] (2013) - 
Directed by William Cameron 
Menzies 


Tip: 
Listen to Marc Maron’s podcast WTF 


RAMEEN 


Web Office 


Omar S. -Thank You For 
Letting Me Be Myself (FxtHe) 


Leonid — Midas EP 12” (PHoTic 
FIELDS) 


Moodymann — ABCD (kp) 
R-Zone — R-Zone 3 12” (R-ZONE) 


Fred P. — BQE 12” (THE CORNER) 


No reissue. Don’t sleep. 


Joey Anderson —- Above The 
Cherrymoon 12” (Ave. 66) 


Joey Anderson —- Diagram 
Solutions 12” (INNIMEG) 


Mono Village — Fixation EP 
12”? (HOTMIX) 


Juan Atkins & Mortiz Von 


Oswald — Borderland I/IilIl 12” 
(TRESOR) 
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}. Cole -— Born Sinner (coLumsia) 
North Carolina, stand up! J. Cole has raps the 
underground heads can get down with, and he 
has the appeal radio loves. Equally underground 
and commercial. Good rhymes, good production 
and nice storytelling. Make sure you pick up his 
debut, Cole World, it’s really good! For Fans Of: 
Jay-Z, Lupe Fiasco and Talib Kweli. 


The White Mandingos - 


The Ghetto Is Tryna Kill Me 
(INGROOVES) 

| love hip hop. | love rock. Rarely do | love when 
artists put them both together in one song, let 
alone a whole record. The White Mandingos are 
definitely the exception! Punk rock hip hop led 
by the ever-so-clever rapper Murs. Bad Brains 
guitarist/singer Darryl Jennifer & Ego Trip found- 
er Sacha Jenkins round out this misfit trio. The 
Mandingos cover topics of racism, classism, the 
state of poular culture and the current state of 
music, all done very musically and in tune with 
the punk rock aesthetic. You have got to watch 
the video for “My First White Girl.” It depicts 
Murs as a washed up, ’70s-ish performer with 
a full on jheri curl in a baby blue tuxedo singing 
to an audience of middle aged white women in 
a mostly empty reception hall. Go get the album. 
It doesn’t disappoint. 


Capital Cities — In A Tidal 
Wave Of Mystery (cAPITOL) 


This is the kind of stuff music supervisors and 
ad agencies kill for! Super catchy hooks with fun, 
disco-like beats. You can hear influences from all 
your favorite electro-pop-rock groups from the 
likes of LCD Soundsystem to Hall & Oates to 
MGMT. It’s fun, it’s tight and it’s right on time for 
your summer beach parties & BBQs. 
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Femi Kuti — No Place For My 


Dream (KNITTING FACTORY) 

AFROBEAT NO GO DIE! It’s funky, it’s gritty, 
it’s hot and it’s powerful. It’s Afrobeat baby. Get 
it now! 


The Lions — This Generation 
(STONES THROW) 

Kudos to Stones Throw for putting this out. The 
Lions are most definitely Los Angeles’ leading 
reggae band. From start to finish, this record is 
great. The songwriting is top notch. The produc- 
tion sounds classic, and the featured vocalists all 
bring a very authentic feel to the record. For all 
the reggae vinyl aficionados, Stones Throw re- 
leased a 45” box set of the entire record. Just 
classic! 


Arise Roots — Moving Forward 
(SELF-RELEASED) 

Arise Roots represent the current reggae sound 
in Los Angeles. Solid grooves, nice vocals and 
overall tight production. This band has been burn- 
ing up the college charts around the U.S. and are 
quickly becoming a staple in the Southern Cali 
reggae scene. Definitely worth your $$. 


Lady — Lady (TRUTH & SOUL/TRAFFIC) 
Nicole Wray & Terri Walker are LADY. If you are 
a lover of classic soul, then this is for you! It’s got 
great vintage production quality with amazing 
vocals. This is the kind of record hip hop produc- 
ers love to sample and chop. Highly recomended 
if you are into Sharon Jones (or anything else 
on Daptone Records), James Brown, Al Green, 
Aretha Franklin or modern soul dudes like Aloe 
Blacc and Anthony Hamilton. 


The Rough Guide To Cumbia - 


Various Artists 

(WORLD MUSIC NETWORK) 

Released on |80-gram, limited-edition vinyl, this 
Rough Guide highlights gems from cumbia’s 
coastal Afro-Caribbean roots, with a few sam- 
ples of modern productions. Explore the vintage 
works of Lucho Bermudez, Los Corraleros de 
Majagual through to the remix stylings of El Hijo 
De La Cumbia and Los Chapillacs. The vinyl is 
also packaged with a bonus download card for 
an additional full album of The Rough Guide To Los 
Corraleros De Majagual. Cumbia has been around 
for decades, and many Angelenos and scenest- 
ers alike are just now getting wind of the clas- 
sic genre. This is a MUST HAVE for all who are 
new to this sound and for all who have been 
scuffing dance floors doing the Cumbia two step 
for years. GET IT BEFORE IT SELLS OUT. IT’S 
LIMITED EDITION!!! 


Daft Punk — Random Access 


Memories (COLUMBIA) 
Disco boogie funk four-on-the-floor goodness. | 
was sold at Nile Rodgers ... 


Bruno Mars — Unorthodox 


Jukebox (ATLANTIC) 

You can’t deny it — Bruno Mars is a hit machine. 
In a time where pop music is dominated by pro- 
grammed drums at 120 bpm, Mars is topping 
the charts with doo-wop chords and four-part 
harmonies. His live band rivals any top billing 
name on the planet, and the dude can go toe to 
toe with all the flashy dancers, from Usher to 
Justin Timberlake. Unorthodox Jukebox showcases 
Bruno’s golden vocals over an array of genres, 
from modern soul to throwback disco-funk to 
dubbed-out reggae. The super radio-friendly 
song “Treasure” is enough to propel this record 
to a bestseller. 


CL) Mad Men: Season One 
(2008) -— Created by Matthew 


Weiner 

Mad Men is set in the 1960s, at the fictional Ster- 
ling Cooper advertising agency on Madison Av- 
enue in New York City. According to the show, 
the phrase “Mad Men” was a slang term coined 
in the 1950s by advertisers working on Madison 
Avenue in reference to themselves. 


Oh, the debauchery and glamour of hot shot 
city slickers! Mad Men gives the viewer an idea 
of what the late 50s and early ’60s were like in 
America. The show paints a picture of a male- 
dominated society where the women are bred 
to cook meals and raise kids, while the men 
run amuck trying to outsell each other to land 
the big bucks. Lots of ciggarette smoking, liquor 
drinking, adultery and lots of drama! The show 
is well-written, and the characters never disap- 
point. Every episode leaves you wanting more. 


Mr. HAHN 


Buyer, pricer, dubstep enthusiast 


Dub Mechz —- Broken LFO 12” 
(DEEP MEDI) 

Deep Medi still going strong despite the brostep 
craze ... 


Hopeton Lewis — Cool Collie 7” 
(ERNIE) 

A must have for rocksteady fans ... one of the 
many great tunes produced by Lynn Taitt. 


Johnny Clarke — Crazy 


Baldhead 10” (WANTED 45) 
A great cover of a classic Bob Marley & the Wail- 
ers song ... 


Desto — Emptier Streets (RWINA) 
Desto was doing trap before the genre existed 
... if you like this this check the No Sleep EP. 


EL-P — Cancer 4 Cure (FAT possum) 
EL-P takes ’90s underground hip hop deeper 
into space ...a solid listen all the way through, 
good for a road trip/long drive. 


D] Madd feat. G.Rina — 


Never 2 Late 12”? (ROOTS & FUTURE) 
Dubwise movement gaining some momentum 
with quality releases such as this. 


RICK FRYSTAK 


Molam: Thai Country Groove 
From Isan Vol.I & 2/Theppabutr 


Productions — Various Artists 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES/LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 
Three 2-LP sets or three CD packages of potent, 
melodramatic “groove” or “molam” from the far 
reaches of Thailand, in this case unceasingly im- 
passioned, sinuous modulations of dialect and 
liquid pitch, dancing with the howl of local and 
foreign instruments, plus prime percussives like 
cardboard box and oil can in the mix, never let- 
ting up on the swing, whether it be a rock band, 
wot ensemble or a couple of guys on a tricycle. 
Must-haves. 


Frans Bak - The Killing 


(Forbrydelsen) [Score] (DECCA) 

Big, ethereal synthesizers, dynamic soundtrack 
sampling and sequencing make drama and mood 
by the lidload. Textural and likable TV music sim- 
plicity, an everyman’s opus conjoined to a Dan- 
ish television production, episodic mood and 
modes prevailing. Studio wizardry flexing muscle 
to move the centrum forward into wide nar- 
rative. 


Boards Of Canada — 


Tomorrow’s Harvest (warp) 
NOW-conscious music for the masses, engaging 
yet experimental, familiar yet concealed, uncli- 
ched, unhackneyed, soul-touching, head-aware 
and stoney: could-be electronica, could-be prog, 
should-be ... is. 


MUSIC WE LIKE »%& Fall/Winter 2018-2014 127 


P: 714-228-5420 
6300 Caballero Blvd. 
Buena Park, CA 90680 
www.erikarecords.com 


a4 — tO], 42D) | ae 


Keeping vinyl alive since 1981 


FOR ALL YOUR 


VINYL RECORD PRESSING NEEDS 


ALL SIZES 
Black, Color, Splits and Blends 
Multicolor splatter, Etched Records, Picture Discs, 
Shaped records and Odd sizes as small as 2”. 


ALONG WITH YOUR PRINTING NEEDS 


Album jackets, 
Gatefold Jackets, Innersleeves, Inserts, Posters, Booklets, 
Custom Packaging and more. 


OF Pig SING 
YY ARI iggy 


ot 
LL tiyy NY] ORD» lp 


7 HON 
OBI 
Oras, mh 219 


O WU VAT Ali YY 





128 MUSIC WELIKE »* Fall/Winter 2013-2014 


Gavin Bryars/Philip Jeck/ 
Alter Ego - The Sinking Of 

The Titanic (touch) 

Housed in a precious little cardboard gatefold 
CD wallet with inserts in this 2007 issue, this 
iconic, immortal piece of modern music mirrors 
the sounds and feelings of the big ship slowly 
sinking while the band plays on, and is timeless 
in its appeal. Bryars wrote this in 1969, but it’s 
endlessly fascinating in its multiple released ver- 
sions, this one being a real keeper. Jeck adds the 
vinyl crackle to the sludgy, liquid composite lan- 
guidly moving forward with both sadness at the 
context and sweetness in its charming melodic 
implication. The submerged effect and decom- 
posure of the composition does simulate the 
liquid fate of the music ensemble going down 


with the ship, and Bryars honors the event well. 


| never tire of the contemporary pathos that is 
dispatched within each listening. Masterful. 


Peter Walker — Second 
Poem To Karmela or: Gypsies 


Are Important (VANGUARD) 
Walker plucks a nylon string guitar or a sarod 
quite well, the 1968 neo-Chumash vibe blending 


nicely with the East Coast hippie-jazz-jam vibes. 


This was his second LP, him of the folk-guitar- 
raga school and an LP that begs reissue. Energies 
ebb and flow with acid guidance dancing nude 
across Latigo Canyon Road, while Jim Pepper's 
flute drills dramatic, dactylic drone over stoned 
hand drums and violin. Hold it in. 


Luk Thung: Classic and Obscure 
78s From The Thai Countryside 
-— Various Artists (PARLORTONE) 


So, | love Thai music, and this here’s a real pearl, 
p 


compiling newly-transferred old 78 rpm shellacs 
onto freshly pressed antique-sounding thick vi- 
nyl record. Going from braying dirt-floor ensem- 
ble sounds with brass and drums to rural, coun- 
try-style storytelling and entertainment, which 
means passionate, persuasive and poignant ex- 
ecution ... Thai style. Traditional and “modern” 
instrumentation from the ’50s and ’60s here 
sheathed in a striking cover with booklet, from a 
division of the Dust-To-Digital label. | inhaled. 


Harold Budd - Bandits of 


Stature/Jane [=I 1 (DARLA) 
Two transcendent new albums from Darla and 
the great Harold Budd, delivering the goods in 


vastly different ways each one, Budd’s exquisite, 


modern approach shimmering in the ether with- 


in either. Bandits... is a work for string quartet, 


pensive and minimal in Budd’s airy, thought-pro- 


voking style, pianissimo measures rippling in the 
tidal mixture, flooding the sensual mood about. 
Jane I-11] is an ambient-type disc, with || placid 
pieces blending found-percussion sounds and 
chordal keyboard embellishments that evolve 
over the course of the || audio fables. Budd 
says he finished one piece a day and improvised 
much of it.Well well, | say! 


James Blackshaw/Lubomyr 


Melnyk — The Watchers 
(IMPORTANT) 

Hypnotic, fluidic, modal neo-folked 1|2-string 
guitar and piano duets. Wondrous, immediate 
nominalism, each man pushing and pulling at 
the atmosphere and allowing the other into the 
shifting space, only to reclaim it. Strumming pia- 
no, chordal picking in rippling texture, the loud/ 
soft dynamic passages giving multidimensional 
bits of harmonic beats and riffs in its wanderlust. 
Elegant moments of miracle. 


Max Richter — Disconnect 


[Score] (MILAN) 

Like a Max Richter “greatest-hits” package, this 
film score singularly lays out his doctrine of ar- 
ranging and composing for atmosphere, emo- 
tion, sonic fabric and narrative, all in less than 
one hour’s time. Modern string constructions, 
keyboards and sound manipulation with an 
overall contemporary timbre stroke the fiber 
of soundtrack, savvily woven deftly with picture, 
themes intersecting amid fine sensual deviation 
consummating these meritorious moments of 
Max. Cut. Print. 


Susanne Abbuehl — The Gift 
(ECM) 

Susan possesses a delicious vocal talent, potent 
with expressive lyrical sway and voluptuous 
voicing, a free-floating yet earnest sensitiveness 
discovered. The band of piano, flugelhorn and 
drums (no bass) gives the sound a handsome, 
airy stillness, a placid elegiac jazz that transcends 
the genre. Prose by Dickinson, Bronte, Stevens, 
Teasdale and Abbuehl are the ingredients at the 
forefront of this refreshing, graceful project. 
Nothing else quite like it. 


Christian Fennesz — 

AUN: The Beginning and 

The End Of All Things (Ash) 

AUN: The Beginning and The End Of All Things, a 
future world where life will be nothing but sen- 
sual. But now, we have extravagant and lush elec- 
tronic sound painting occasionally with piano 
(Sakamoto).Accessible and eloquent, the sounds 
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coalesce hither and yon, subtle abstraction to 
flickering drone, pads of suspense, anxiety and 
calm release, deep diving into cinematic other- 
ness. Picture booklet also. 


Benedikt Jahnel Trio — 
Equilibrium (Ec) 

ECM is releasing the cream of the consummate 
new piano players, and Jahnel is one. Sensitive, 
heartfelt chords, melodies and group interplay 
make the swing tight. Ghosts of various Bill Ev- 
ans’ groups lurk in the shawdowy atmosphere, 
with a hip, modern European thrust to the har- 
mony and stylishness. 


Robin Guthrie — Fortune 
(1-2-3-4-GO!) 

Huge, chorusing washes of reverb-y guitar 
chords, keyboards and thick processing, the bass 
gliding up and in with new harmonic roots, and 
rhythms to sway to. Gleaming, iridescent rallies 
of altered consciousness is where it is. Nostal- 
gic too, alongside hopeful optimism within the 
structure of this big sound. Go get it!! 


Level — Opale (sPEKk) 

Enigmatic electronics, processed piano flutter 
and whir, a skewed pot of sound and invisible 
notes sparring with consciousness and percep- 
tion. Leaves and trees of digital deconstruction 
maneuver the psyche towards fields plowed by 
Hecker, Basinski and the like. Quite worthy mi- 
crosound minuets for the mindful. 


Sylvie Walder — Moments 
(EXPERIMEDIA) 

Deep drone and drang with processed sound 
and electric tech. Sylvie scintillates the un- 
orthodox with lovely waves of contemplative, 
abstracted sound stirring among the billions of 
other possible solutions, but coming up thus. 
Fundamental fusion of something and nothing, 
redacted gracefully for this moment, cultivated 
for the next. Celestial. 


Stephan Mathieu/David 


Sylvian — Wandermude 
(SAMADHISOUND) 

Broad strokes of briny, menacing timbres, mul- 
tiharmonic, electro-acoustic hashish. Bred to be 
the musical portion of Sylvian’s disc Blemish, this 
reinterpretation of the instrumental (no voices) 
source tracks of that album flees the recogniz- 
able sonic grid in favor of a cathartic “ambient” 
version, with a capitol ‘‘A,’ all done in real time. 
Machines of atmospheric brood and circumfer- 
ential disquiet. Touched, indeed. 
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Marcos Valle — Garra 

(LIGHT INTHE ATTIC) 

The Attic folks made a good move by reis- 
suing in the U.S. these great pop-bossa-funk 
projects by the great Brazilian artist Valle, four 
good ones from which this title is a real gem. 
Forward-thinking melodies and harmony, style- 
aware vision and the hippest arrangements and 
orchestration with orchestra, harpsichords, gui- 
tars, percussion, synths and you-name-it, always 
supporting Valle’s gorgeous voice and hit-worthy 
writing. Take them with you. 


June Tabor/lain Ballamy/ 


Huw Warren — Quercus (Ec™) 
Hypnotic British Isles chamber-folk featuring 
the great Ms. Tabor’s vocals. Charm, honesty and 
subtlety of message. Gentle sax riffs underline 
June’s husky, tremendous singing with pianist 
Warren’s rampart holding up the entire pro- 
ceeding. The ECM sound has each element in its 
own region resulting in an enticing blend of ele- 
ments and cultures. 


King Crimson — Larks’ Tongues 
In Aspic [40th Anniversary 


Edition Box Set] (DISCIPLINE) 

One of the best Crimson releases of all time. 
Here we have a big, 12” x 12” box with |5 discs, 
booklet, poster, ticket replicas and ephemeral 
swag. Every known studio recording and live 
performance recordings by this particular band. 
Compact discs, Blu-rays, DVD-Audios, multiple 
live gigs, studio chatter, outtakes, mic tests and 
restored bootlegs make it a must-have for fans 
of Fripp, Bruford, Wetton, Muir and Cross. Mul- 
tiple remixes of the iconic original album in hi- 
res stereo, surround, DTS, MP4 and a new 2012 
stereo mix, multiple 24-bit file formats on DVDs 
and much more. Oh yeah, and a download card 
for a rare concert that was recorded too poorly 
to bother restoring. Say “amen,” somebody! 


The Music of Neglected English 


Composers — Various Artists 
(RESURGENCE) 

Delightful and quirky collection of British classi- 
cal “composers” all but unknown to the world, 
but here showcased in this unusual collection 
compiled by Roger Eno. Talented novices, per- 
formers with potential and experienced pro- 
fessional men and women, each with a curious 
chronicle of compositional skill or crafty capac- 
ity for a tune have their moment. Mr. Eno has 
managed an absorbing collection of I9th and 
20th-century transient melodists, spotlighting a 
particular musical highlight of these eight poten- 
tial Prokofievs and Pendereckis, and the reward 
is great, a satisfying listen with every play. 


Tip: 

-Check out Amoeba.com’s “Vinyl Vaults” downloads, for a 
wondrous, eccentric array of vinyl-to-digital transferred LPs 
from every corner of the world in every genre, available in 
full-resolution .wav files, too! Don’t miss it! 


-Obtain a real camera and make some photographs. 


-Get up early and tune into my radio show “Roots & 
Beyond” every second Saturday of the month, 6am-8am 
on 90.7 KPFK-FM and KPFK.org worldwide. 


RIK SANCHEZ 


[2 years and still standing! 
(I'm referring to my tired old self!) 


ia The Rolling Stones: Charlie 
Is My Darling — Ireland 1965 
(2012) -— Directed by Mick 


Gochanour 

This is a must-see for anybody interested in the 
Rolling Stones. Here you can get a real account 
of this legendary monolith called the Rolling 
Stones at the beginning. Insightful, revealing, play- 
ful even! A young Mick Jagger who seems to be 
very aware and conscious of the full impact of 
his band on its audience.A rather quiet and shy 
Keith Richards, not yet the bohemian rock star 
of later years. Brian Jones making very telling 
and prophetic statements about himself and his 
role in the Stones.Absolutely worth the time. 


ia History Of The Eagles (2013) 
- Directed by Alison Ellwood 


Like ’em or not, they are a part of the musical 
fabric of American music. Their story is far more 
interesting than I’d imagined. And, oh the egos! 
Very well made, honest and real. Great early 
footage, interviews, fights, name calling, on & on! 
The music business revealed for what it is ... 
kinda ugly. 


Sound City (2013) — Directed 
by Dave Grohl 


As a young musician who had an opportunity to 
record there and experience the place firsthand, 
seeing this really revealed the background to 
my experience. Incredible musical history, a real 
story of rock ’n’ roll, creativity, creative magic! 
Much more than a studio, a rock ’n’ roll mecca, 
sadly gone forever. 


ROTNY 


Resident Amoeba Hollywood 
metal/goth/industrial guru. 


Guitarist in prolific industrial/metal 
band Psyclon Nine. 


Sci-fi fantasy nerd. Horror enthusiast. 


Deeds of Flesh — 


Portals to Canaan 

(UNIQUE LEADER) 

Over-the-top technicality and brutality from this 
California death metal group. 


Meshuggah — Koloss 

(NUCLEAR BLAST) 

The new Meshuggah is simply incredible. Some of 
the best groove djent you can hope to hear, with 
impeccable production from these Swedes. 


Hate — Solarflesh: A Gospel of 


Radiant Divinity (NAPALM) 
Polish blackened death with a nod towards am- 
bient and industrial music. 


Wintersun — Time | 

(NUCLEAR BLAST) 

Epic, Finish, Symphonic, Melodic, Pagan, Black- 
ened, Death Metal. Nuff said. 


Skinny Puppy — Weapon 
(METROPOLIS) 

Ogre goes back to his monster vocal style? It’s 
about time! 


Wumpscut —- Madman Szpital 
(METROPOLIS) 

Enigmatic solo artist Rudy Ratzinger returns to 
true form on his latest album. Fans of the up- 
beat industrial/EBM sound of Evil Young Flesh and 
Wreath of Barbs will sure to like this one. 
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Endzeit Bunkertracks: Act V — 


Various Artists (ALPHA MATRIX) 
Four-CD mega comprehensive compilation of 
modern industrial dance music. Wondering who 
the next generation of awesome industrial bands 
are? Right here. 


The Haxan Cloak — Excavation 
(TRIANGLE) 

London based ambient/industrial/electo. This 
record is about the journey taken after death, 
making it a sequel to his eponymous 201 | debut, 
which was themed around someone approach- 
ing their final days on the planet. Imagined, in- 
strumental quests, drawn out through electronic 
compositions with occasional strings. A drone- 
shaped, digital trudge to oblivion ... awesome. 


RoXYX 


C) Dexter: Season Seven (2013) 


ia Repo Man [Criterion] 
(Blu-ray) (1984) — Directed by 
Alex Cox 


Melissa Ferrick — The Truth Is 
(MPRESS) 


Daughn Gibson —- Me Moan 
(SUB POP) 


Eleanor Friedberger — 
Personal Record (MERGE) 


RM 


Classical Buyer for Amoeba Hollywood 
Previously Senior Manager for 
Catalog Music at Wherehouse 

Entertainment and Virgin Megastores 


iui A Life Dedicated to Music - 
Claudio Abbado 


Claudio Abbado, the celebrated Italian conduc- 
tor, turned 80 this June. This DVD box set fo- 
cuses on some of the extraordinary live perfor- 
mances he has given over the past few years. 
Included are performances of Bruckner’s 7th, 
Mahler’s 9th and Beethoven’s 9th Symphony. Ab- 
bado has gone through serious health problems 
in recent years and these struggles seems to 
have given his performances an added luminos- 
ity and truthfulness. 
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Norma — Composed by 


Vincenzo Bellini 
Featuring Cecilila Bartoli 
Cecilia Bartoli has now recorded her long await- 


ed recording of Bellini’s great Opera Norma. 


Norma is usually sung by a soprano; Bartoli goes 
back to the original intention of having it sung by 
a mezzo soprano. Her confident Adalgisa, usually 
sung by a mezzo, is sung by famed soprano Sumi 
Jo. This recording uses a new critical edition that 


gets as close as possible to Bellini’s intentions. 


The performance is conducted by Giovanni An- 
tonini. 


Symphony # 7 —- Composed by 
Anton Bruckner 

Featuring Otto Klemperer 

The Testament label has recently released live 
performances from the 1960s by the great Con- 
ductor Otto Klemperer with his orchestra, the 
London New Philharmonia. The pick of these is 
a 1965 concert with a Mozart 40h Symphony 
of great probity. The concert concludes with 
a magnificent performance of Bruckner’s 7th 
Symphony that is finer than his already superb 
studio recording from four years earlier. It is a 
wondrous experience to hear this awe inspiring 
Conductor at the height of his powers. 


SCOTT 
CARLSON 


Metal buyer, LACMA member, Taurus 


Church of Misery — 


Thy Kingdom Scum 

(RISE ABOVE/METAL BLADE) 

Thy Kingdom Scum continues the ongoing trajec- 
tory of Japan’s Church of Misery, in that it gives 
you a lot of everything.A lot of heaviness. A lot 
of Sabbath worship.A lot of guttural, gravelly vo- 
cals.A lot of rock ’n’ roll.A lot of bluesy riffs.A 


lot of songs about serial killers (as per usual). 


Honestly, anyone that’s heard Church of Misery 
knows exactly what to expect when a new al- 
bum comes out; the only question is how well 


all the elements will come together. Luckily, with 
Thy Kingdom Scum, the listener need not worry, 
as it is a faithful followup to 2009’s Houses of 
the Unholy and continues their lineage of ridicu- 
lously high quality work (amongst the very best 
of their peers, tied with or a close second to 
Electric Wizard). To state the obvious, it is very 
surprising to think that a band limiting them- 
selves to one subject matter (serial killers, as 
stated previously), who has been this long run- 
ning (their first release dates back to 1998), and 
who has gone through as many lineup changes 
as they have can, at this point in the game, re- 
lease anything this good and vital, but Church 
of Misery once again have proven that no one 
does it better. 


Cathedral — The Last Spire 

(METAL BLADE) 

With The Last Spire, Cathedral have sadly called 
it a day. No longer will Lee Dorrian and com- 
pany be the uncompromising and unyielding 
mainstays of doom metal, dating back to their 
debut in 1991. Through good times and bad (and 
through putting out this type of music for many, 
many years before it was acceptable to do so), 
Cathedral has been one of the perennials, put- 
ting out an album every few years (about [5 in 
total), which have been, at their worst, pretty 
damn good and, at their best, amazing classics in 
a league of their own. The Last Spire continues in 
this tradition and is a fitting (and crushing) end 
to Cathedral’s run, which at times reaches levels 
of heaviness on par with their criminally under- 
rated (and heavy beyond belief) album Endtyme, 
which is no small feat. 


Usnea — Usned (orRCcAWOLF) 

Those lucky enough to catch Portland’s Usnea 
perform in town a few months ago can attest 
to the impressive quality and atmosphere of 
their music. Luckily, their self-titled debut LP on 
Orca Wolf Recordings contains all of that same 
power, showcasing a heaviness to an almost ter- 
rifying degree. Everything one would want out 
of a great doom album is on display in spades on 
Usnea’s debut, mixing up the sounds with bits of 
sludge, funeral doom, black metal, etc., and they 
always keep it interesting. The amount of great 
bands coming out of the Pacific Northwest right 
now is ridiculous, and Usnea can go toe to toe 
with any of these bands.Another in a long line of 
superb releases from Orca Wolf Recordings. 


Vhol — Vhol (PROFOUND LORE) 


Kylesa — Ultraviolet 
(SEASON OF MIST) 


DISTRICT 13 


HOLLYWOOD 


22 CRAFT BEERS 
ON DRAFT 


50 BOTTLED BEERS 
FROM AROUND THE GLOBE 


A COLECTION OF FINE WINES 


AND A NEW MENU! 


SHRIMP AND GRITS 
CAJUN SPICED SHRIMP AND GRAVY OVER 
A BED OF SOFT GRITS AND DICED 
SCALLIONS 


CHICKEN POT PIE 
THYME SCENTED CREAM BRAISED CHICKEN 
WITH ENGLISH PEAS AND BABY CARROTS. 
SERVED OVER SMASHED POTATOES AND 
CROWNED WITH PUFFED PASTRY 


FRIED CHICKEN 
WITH CHEESY GRITS AND BRASIED 
COLLARD GREENS 


SHRIMP ‘PO BOY 
TOBASCO REMOULADE, PURPLE ONION, 
NOIMPNIN = k@)Mrauk@) 
AND HOUSEMADE PICKLES 


CRAB CAKE BLT 
CRAB CAKE, BACON, LETTUCE AND 
TOMATO WITH TABASCO REMOULADE 


TO NAME A FEW 


1556 NORTH CAHUENGA 
HOLLYWOOD CA 90028 
WWW.D13LA.COM 
S233 292 rs S 
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Batillus — Concrete Sustain 
(SEVENTH RULE) 

Dear Batillus: You have so far played twice in Los 
Angeles while on tour. | have missed you both 
times, due to circumstances beyond my control. 
If your two great albums, the YouTube videos 
I’ve watched repeatedly and the massive word 
of mouth that follows in the wake of every place 
you've performed are any indicator, I’ve sorely 
been missing out. Please leave your hometown 
of Brooklyn to tour once again so that your 
music can blow my mind in person.A quote on 
the Seventh Rule website describes your sound 
as ‘“Massive riffs being crushed to death in slow 
motion.” Truer words have never been spoken, 
and | need this in my life in person. 


Author & Punisher — 


Women & Children 
(SEVENTH RULE) 


ima Iron Maiden: Maiden England 
788 (2013) — Directed by Steve 
Harris & Andy Mathews 


Melvins — Everybody Loves 
Sausages (|PECAC) 


Altar of Plagues - 


Teethed Glory and Injury 
(PROFOUND LORE) 


Lycus — Tempest (20 BUCK SPIN) 


Lesbian — Forestelevision 
(TRANSLATION LOSS) 


The Body - Master, We Perish 
(AT A LOSS) 


Head of the Demon — 


Head of the Demon 

(THE AJNA OFFENSIVE) 

This album, the first from Sweden’s Head of 
the Demon, is difficult to describe. The produc- 
tion is raw, distant and garage-like. The music is 
sort of in the vein of Witchcraft, only slowed 
down and more moody, repetitive and occult- 
sounding. The vocals are some weird amalgam of 
Celtic Frost and Brainbombs. Thought the dispa- 
rate elements might sound like they would not 
work together (and the combination of sounds 
could have easily turned into a mess), Head of 
the Demon’s debut is shockingly great. Highly 
recommended. 
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Samothrace — Reverence to 
Stone (20 BUCK SPIN) 


Seven Sisters of Sleep -— 
Opium Morals (389) 


ScoTT Hurst 


| plan on living in a 1920s bungalow 
in the woods of North Carolina, 
but until then I’m living in Hollywood, 
working at Amoeba, and listening to 
records by bands from Ohio and 
drawing that little pigeon character 
on everything. 


Devo — Hardcore Vols. | & 2 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

This is Devo at their most primitive and de- 
mented. There are plenty of brilliant moments 
swimming in a dirty pool of thinly veiled songs 
full of perverted pleasures. “She didn’t know | 
was a midget, | parked my car in her garage.” As 
Devo said later on, “Enough said!” 


Roky Erickson — The Evil One/ 
Don’t Slander Me/Gremlins 
Have Pictures (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


More fantastic dementia for you to wallow in. 


If you don’t know the horror-shlock B-movie 
rock ’n’ roll of these three doozies for down 
and out losers, then you're in luck. If you grew 
up watching USA Up All Night and Night Flight and 
did way way too much LSD, then these records 
will make perfect sense to you. If you didn’t do 
THAT stuff but enjoy vacationing in the mind 
of a complete madman, then you, too, will en- 
joy these songs about atom brains and alligators 
on cold nights. This is the kind of outsider freak 
rock that sets the standard for all of the other 
freaks, and there isn’t much better out there, get 
it, dig it, drop out, freak out! 





ia Spring Breakers (2013) - 


Directed by Harmony Korine 
This is what Walker Evans meant when he said 
that color is “Vulgar.” 


100 Flowers — 100 Flowers 


(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 
Nice reissue of an obscure post-punk/art rock 
record that still sounds nice and fresh ... jet- 


propelled, nervy angst by the dudes that were 
the Urinals and turned into this. Recommended 
if you like to be on speed and pogo around your 
apartment breaking all of your stuff. 


Coloured Balls — Ball Power 
(SING SING) 

You can tell by the haircuts what’s coming your 
way with this one. Jesse Hector-ish proto-punk 
bashing from down under. If you like it hard & 
heavy with menace then this is for you. You nev- 
er see the original LP anywhere so you might 
want to find this before it suffers the same fate 
and vanishes completely. 


Martin Rev — Martin Rev 
(SUPERIOR VIADUCT) 

It’s not my fault that this label is reissuing all 
the good stuff. This Martin Rev record is a must 
have! It’s a throbbing, pulsing, slice of urban elec- 
tronic decay ... apocalyptic, septic beauty ... the 
quality of the reissue is top notch too, which 
is always appreciated. Why bother if you ain’t 
gonna do it right? 


Tip: 

Terry Smith is a folklorist from Ohio and security guard 
here at Amoeba and at various Hollywood nightclubs. 
He’s as quotable as Yogi Berra and just as lovable. He’s 
the go-to guy for advice and stories about anything and 
everything. He’s an eating machine. Get to know Terry 


Smith from Ohio. 


Pete Holmes -— Nice Try, 


The Devil (COMEDY CENTRAL) 

Pete Holmes absolutely destroys it on this re- 
cord. For those of you familiar with his podcast, 
You Made It Weird, you are used to his almost 
childlike willingness to indulge every angle of a 
comedic riff until it becomes a horse that has 
been beaten, run over by several trains and then 
thrown down a well. Delightful and thought- 
provoking as that may be, Nice Try, The Devil 
showcases Pete Holmes’ ability to stay true to 
his initial comedic impulse while being tethered 
by an hour long format. 


HOLY FUCK. Live Comedy. — 


Various Artists (ROOFTOP COMEDY) 
From November 2009 to July 2013, comedians 
Dave Ross and Jeff Wattenhofer ran an incred- 
ible weekly live stand-up comedy show at the 
Downtown Independent Theater. The show 
consistently had outstanding lineups, mindblow- 
ing headliners and cheap beer. Also it was free. 
In early 2013 recordings were made of several 
shows over a period of two months. These re- 
cordings were edited down into a two-CD set. 
Holy Fuck. Buy this. Now. 


Tig Notaro — Live 

(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 

Tig Notaro has been a remarkable comic force 
for years. Whether she is regaling us with re- 
petitive tales of Taylor Dayne, discussing the ob- 
servational horror of everyday life or playing a 
monosyllabic wife character that is in the middle 
of busying herself in the other room while try- 
ing to answer her fictional husband, she always 
evokes the feeling of raw humanness. This has 
never been more apparent than on Live. It is a 
set of truly heartbreaking comedy. Having been 
diagnosed with cancer and dealing with a mul- 
titude of other personal issues, Tig Notaro re- 
leases her feelings the only way a true artist can. 
Hilariously. Initially released as a digital down- 
load in 2012 by Louis C.K., Live is now available 
on CD and limited-edition Vinyl. The CD comes 
with the bonus disc, Tig Notaro Live at the Moth. 


Richard Pryor — No Pryor 


Restraint: Life In Concert 
(SHOUT FACTORY) 
It’s Richard Pryor. 


Spaceships — Cool Breeze 


Over The Mountains (mock) 

Truly the only rock album I| have been legitimate- 
ly excited about in 2013. Hooks, trash, power 
and space. Spaceships transport me to high 
school prom.A high school prom | have always 
wanted to go to. The innocence is almost por- 
nographic. | liken it to the feeling a 40-year-old 
must get when they watch the hit show Friday 
Night Lights. 


Tip: 
Some Comedy Podcasts You Should Be Listening To: 


The Champs (Neal Brennan and Moshe Kasher talk to 
predominately African American guests) 


The Best Show on WFMU (Tom Scharpling is Big Star) 


Shake Some Action (Two College Dropouts Discuss 
Shakespeare) 
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Whats In My Bag? 


only on Amoeba.com 


same cal Poe 


: 1 
FRED ARMISEN 


. th 


DJ JAZZY JEFF & Z-TRIP 
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ey 7 
SHELBY 
JACOBSON! 


Culo — My Life Sucks and I 


Could Care Less 12”? (DERANGED) 
Listen to this record and prepare to get fucking 
rowdy. 


Paint It Black — Invisible 7” 

(NO IDEA RECORDS) 

My favorite band released six new songs on this 
7”. Philly hardcore at its best! 


Mean Jeans — On Mars 12” 
(DIRTNAP) 

On Mars is such a solid pogo-punk record. | have 
yet to tire of anything these guys release. I’ve 
gotten black eyes and (multiple) concussions 
seeing Mean Jeans and will probably will be see- 
ing a few more in my future! 


The Sidekicks — Awkward 


Breeds 12” (RED SCARE) 

My favorite release of 2012! Awkward Breeds is 
the kind of record that | can listen to all day and 
not even remotely feel like I’ve exhausted it. The 
song “Grace” gives me the most goosebumps 
every dang time. 


Tenement — Puke and Destroy 


#2. 7? (SNUFFY SMILE) 

Tenement has two songs off this split. “The 
Block Is Safe Again” is almost TOO catchy for 
me to handle. Please enlighten yourself to this 
band if you haven’t already. They are straight up, 
no questions asked, one of my favorites! 


Solange — True (TERRIBLE) 
This EP is unbelievably good. Buy this on vinyl 
for maximum enjoyment. 


STEPPH § 


Songs By Thom - Love... 
Unrequited (HOMEMADE) 


My Bloody Valentine — mbv 
(MBV) 


Pussy Galore -— Groovy Hate 
Fuck (SHOVE) 


Mars — Rehearsal Tapes and 


Alt. Takes NYC 1976-1978 
(ANOMIA) 


Julio Cortazar — Rayuela/ 


Hopscotch (50th Anniv. Ed.) 
(ALFAGUARA) 


Metal Rouge - Soft Erase 
(EMERALD COCOON) 


STEVE 
WATSON 


CHVRCHES - The Bones of 
What You Believee (GLASs NOTE) 


Soft Metals — Lenses (CAPTURED 
TRACKS) 


PINS — Girls Like Us (BELLA UNION) 


MS - Waste of Time 7” 
(CHESS CLUB/RCA VICTOR) 


New Order - Live at Bestival 
2012 (SUNDAY BEST) 


Arctic Monkeys — AM (Domino) 
Fuck Buttons — Slow Focus (at) 


Crocodiles -— Crimes of Passion 
(FRENCHKISS) 


Empire of the Sun - Ice on the 
Dune (ASTRALWERKS) 
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STEVEN BuM 


The Rick James of Echo Park” 


Bleached — Ride Your Heart 
(DEAD OCEANS) 

Let the Clavin sisters ride your heart with their 
sweet but tough dreamy jams. 


King Tuff — Was Dead (8urcer) 
The boys at Burger have reissued King Tuff’s first 
release (under this name), and with songs like 
“Sun Medallion” and “Freak When I’m Dead,” 
I’m glad that they did. 


Palma Violets —/ 80 (ROUGH TRADE) 
| really like this record. 


Shannon and the Clams — 


Dreams in the Rat House 

(HARDLY ART) 

Heart the track “Bedrock” in all its primitive, 
doo-wop stomp glory. Heart this band! 


The Cigarette Bums — Coming 
to a Smashtray Near You! 


TERRY SMITH 


Father of 3, granddaddy of King Aiden!!! 


ia The Iceman (2012) - 


Directed by Ariel Vromen 

This movie was a trip. | don’t know why | liked it 
so much, but | did. | had seen a lot of documen- 
taries about this guy in the past & it was a crazy 


story, so | had to see the movie. | went twice. 


He is the new great bad guy. See him in the new 
Superman movie also. 
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ia Fast & Furious 6 (2013) - 
Directed by Justin Lin 


Very exciting. This one was one of the better 
Fast & Furious movies and The Rock is pumped 
up as usual. 


ia Snitch (2013) -— Directed by 
Ric Roman Waugh 


| liked this movie a lot.With so many movies be- 
ing overhyped, this one showed a different side 
of The Rock — but still a badass!!! 


ia Pain & Gain (2013) —- 


Directed by Michael Bay 

The Rock & Mark Wahlberg were funny as heck. 
Another type of role for The Rock again but, as 
usual, he pulled it off. This was in the "70s — 
a crazy era — but a lot of madness is always 
great!!! 


ia G.I. Joe: Retaliation (2013) —- 
Directed by Jon M. Chu 


It is what it is. Not bad. Check it out. 


ia Searching for Sugar Man 
(2012) - Directed by 
Malik Bendjelloul 


If you are a true music lover, this is a great get. 
This was a talented dude in a time period when 
a lot was going on, and he got overlooked. Mo- 
town was at an all-time high, Bob Marley was do- 
ing his thing & so were the Beatles, the Stones, 
on & on, so this was a good movie to see what 
most people missed. You can watch this one 
over and over and think about a lot of things in 
your life way back when. The Sugar Man was a 
different kinda cat! 


So many movies have been so bad this year, in 
my opinion. Also, it seems like Hollywood is rush- 
ing everything on us to make a quick buck. It is 
what it is. 


”Duds”’ but judge on your own: 


ia The Lone Ranger (2013) 


| give it a B- 


im Man of Steel (2013) 


I give ita C 


ia After Earth (2013) 


Being nice, | give ita C 


ia A. Good Day to Die Hard 


(2013) 
B or B- 


ia Spring Breakers (2012) 
D 


ia Magic Mike (2012) 
a D, maybe 


On & on ... so be safe. Don’t go to the movies. Go 
to Amoeba. 


ia Ted (2012) -— Directed by 


Seth MacFarlane 
It is better than all of these. | love Ted. It is 
great!!! 


TIMOTHY 


Here’s a small sample of some of my favorite labels 
right now: 


Light In The Attic is a rad reissue la- 
bel out of Seattle and Los Angeles putting out so 
many killer records, its hard to keep up: 
Rodriguez, Louvin Brothers, Marcos 
Valle and many many others 


Liquidator is a cool label out of Madrid, 
Spain, that’s been putting out the best in Ska and 
Reggae for over the last 10 years: 

Roy Ellis, Flight 404 


Alive Natural Sound is an awesome 
West Coast label that got its start on the heels 
of the mighty punk label BOMP: 


Black Keys, Bloody Hollies 


Lee Hazlewood -— Trouble is a 
Lonesome Town (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


Public Image Ltd. — First Issue 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


Digable Planets — Blowout 
Comb (LIGHT INTHE ATTIC) 


Smooth Beans — Keep Talking 
(LIQUIDATOR) 


Roy Panton & Yvonne 


Harrison — With Friends 
(LIQUIDATOR) 


Los Granadians Del Espacio 


Exterior — Reggalactico 
(LIQUIDATOR) 


Swamp Dogg -Total 
Destruction of Your Mind (ALIVE) 
Tip: 

Don’t forget Club Underground is every Friday night at the 


Grand Star in Chinatown! Playing the best of Britpop, New 
wave, Punk, Electro and more! 


Tony B. 


Go team Venture! 


Boards of Canada - 
Tomorrow’s Harvest (warp) 


ia Stoker (Blu-ray) (2013) - 
Directed by Chan-wook Park 


Clint Mansell -— Stoker [OST] 
(MILAN) 


Savages — Silence Yourself 
(MATADOR) 


im The Ice Storm [Criterion 
Collection] (Blu-ray) (1997) — 
Directed by Ang Lee 


The Haxan Cloak — Excavation 
(TRIANGLE) 


Fuck Buttons — Slow Focus (atP) 
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TREVOR 


AKA Pony. 


ia Robot & Frank (2012) - 
Directed by Jake Schreier 


For me, never looking at the time while watch- 
ing a movie is a great thing. This movie could 
have been three hours and | never would have 
noticed. 


ia Killing Them Softly (2012) - 
Directed by Andrew Dominik 


| don’t really care much for the whole mafioso 
vibe. | tend to stay away. However, this movie was 


great.A fantastic new look at crime in America. 


Dark, funny, raw. 


ia The Last Stand (2013) - 
Directed by Kim Jee-Woon 


Before you judge me, just know that this was 
good old action. | has a blast. 


ia Wrong (2012) - Directed by 


Quentin Dupieux 
Ummm ... it is an emotional journey. 


CO) Breaking Bad (2013) - 
Created by Vince Gilligan 


Dear Mr. Gillian:You have changed television for- 
ever!!! Breaking Bad is the best thing the stupid 
little box in my living room has shown me. 


VIOLA 


Mark Ernestus Presents 
Jeri-Jeri — 800% Ndaggad (NDAGGA) 


Greek Rhapsody: Instrumental 
Music from Greece 1905-1956 - 
Various Artists (DUST-TO-DIGITAL) 


King Tubby — Hometown Hi-Fi 


Dubplate Specials 1975-1979 
(JAMAICAN/FORCED EXPOSURE) 


Family Atlantica — 
Family Atlantica (SOUNDWAY) 


Yasmin Hamdan — Ya Nass 
(CRAMMED) 
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Kobo Town -Jumbie in the 
Jukebox (CUMBANCHA) 


Nynke -— Alter (cRAM™ED) 


Rokia Traore — Beautiful 
Africa (NONESUCH) 


Samba Toure — Albald (ForcED 
EXPOSURE/GLITTERBEAT) 


Lord Mouse and the Kalypso 
Katz — Go Calypsonian (PIRANHA) 


YUTARO 


Q Lazzarus -— Goodbye Horses 


12”? (MON AMIE) 

One of synth-pop’s best kept secrets, Q Laz- 
zarus is the stuff of legend. Very little is known 
about this singer, other than the fact that she 
seduced millions with one of the most magi- 
cal songs of all time ... and then disappeared 
without a trace. This reissue commemorates 
the 25th anniversary of that song’s release and 
thankfully brings it back in print on vinyl (with a 
gorgeous and haunting tribute by Jon Hopkins & 
Hayden Thorpe [Wild Beasts] on its B-side). Get 
it while you can. 


Tricky — False Idols (7) 

If you approach this review with a certain degree 
of skepticism, | don’t blame you. | was there too. 
Tricky’s last four records were long, excruciating 
and totally unnecessary. With an enlightened ap- 
proach and renewed perspective though, Tricky 
has finally managed to cast off the clouds that 
have hovered over his career for the past de- 
cade and has left us with songs that now linger 
where the others left us hanging. 


Inc. — No World (4ApD) 

Everything is starting to sound like Sade these 
days, and I’m totally cool with that. Sometimes 
all you want out of life is a smooth and sul- 
try slow jam that helps pass the day away and 
makes the night seem a little longer. inc. are an 
L.A.-based duo that have worked in the past as 
producers and songwriters with Robin Thicke, 
Raphael Saadiq and Pharrell. Now they’re ready 
to take their music into the spotlight and bring 
R&B to 4AD. They know how to hit the spot and 
touch you in all the right places. Just relax, let 
their music in and they'll take it from there. 





Pulp — After You 12” (ROUGHTRADE) 
Truth be told, Jarvis could sing about the joys 
of spreading jam on toast, and | would still find 
it endlessly entertaining. That being said though, 
this song proves that reunion records don’t have 
to be awful and serves as a wonderful reminder 
to those who forgot why they fell in love with 
this band in the first place. 


The James Hunter Six - 


Minute By Minute (FANTASY) 

Since Amy Winehouse’s untimely passing, | had 
yet to find a singer whose voice could cut as 
deep as hers did. That is, until | found James 
Hunter. Based on his music alone, you would 
think that it came dusted off from a long for- 
gotten crate somewhere in the deep South. So 
imagine my surprise when | discovered that the 
man behind this voice was not only alive and 
well, but also came from the likes of dear ol’ 
blighty. This record is timeless. It would sound 
just as good 50 years ago as it does today, and 
| would recommend it to fans of Otis Redding 
and David Ruffin or anyone who likes their sing- 
ers raw and raucous. 


Only 4 U: The Sound of 
Cajmere & Cajual Records 


1992-2012 — Various Artists 
(STRUT) 

House music from the ’90s is rarely treated 
with the respect that it deserves. Most DJs are 
dismissed as one-hit wonders and have their 
catalogs left to languish in obscurity. This com- 
pilation helps to rectify some of those mistakes 
and brigs together the career highlights of the 
man who brought us “Percolator.’ The beats are 
catchy, the mood is sleazy, and the vocals make 
you want to rip your shirt off and throw your- 
self headfirst into a bubble party. Good times. 


LA PREMIERE! 


THREE SHOWS ONLY 


OCTOBER 11, 12, 13 


ROBERT WILSON 
PHILIP GLASS 


EINSTEIN 
ON THE 
BEACH 


LAOPERA.COM 


213.972.8001 
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Shannon & The Clams — 


Dreams in the Rat House 

(HARDLY ART) 

Remember that moment in Female Trouble when 
Divine storms out of the room because her 
parents didn’t give her the cha-cha heels she 
wanted for Christmas? Or that part in Hairspray 
when the kids decide to turn their noses up at 
the squares and dig their dancing feet into the 
concrete? This record is kind of like that, but 
better. 





ZACHARY 
SMITH 


Donny Hathaway - Live 


[Reissue] (Atco) 

Donny’s vocals and organ playing soar alike as 
you listen to an unforgettable live recording, half 
of which was recorded at our very own Trou- 
badour! 


Michael Franks — Sleeping 
Gypsy (WARNER) 


The unique arrangements and witty metaphors 
from Michael are what keep me coming back 
to this album again and again. Not to mention 
the help from some of the greatest session play- 
ers at the time (Joe Sample & Larry Carlton, to 
name a few). 


Can -— Peel Sessions [Reissue] 
(STRANGE FRUIT) 

With seemingly no song structure, you may of- 
ten find yourself “lost in the music.” These taste- 
ful improv sessions are a great representation 
of Germany’s krautrock movement in the late 
60s. 
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Shuggie Otis — Freedom Flight 


[Reissue] (Eric) 

As one of the most overlooked artists of the 
’70s, Shuggie packs a punch with his 2nd studio 
album. He was only 18 when he recorded these 
tunes, making it that much more powerful! 


D’Angelo — Voodoo [Reissue] 
(VIRGIN) 

Here is a top notch effort, by some of today’s 
greatest musicians, to bring back the lost ele- 
ments of soul with a new school vibe. Contri- 
butions include: ?uestlove, Charlie Hunter, Pino 
Palladino and Raphael Saadiq. 


Bert Jansch — L.A. Turnaround 


[Reissue] (DRAG CITY) 

What | believe to be Bert’s greatest body of 
work and best representation of his guitar style 
and vocal melodies. It consists of his Old Eng- 
lish traditions, with an evidently rising influence 
from American style songwriting. Favorite track: 
“Needle of Death.’ 


ZY¥-DUH! 


46 year old ex-con, 
high school freshman at Flatpoint High. 
Go Donkeys! 


ia I’m So Excited (2013) - 


Directed by Pedro Almodovar 
He’s back to comedy! This is in a similar tone 
to Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown. 
It’s raunchy and hilarious, and everyone in it is 
painfully attractive. Not only is it good, but it 
has a Pointer Sisters-themed musical number. 
What?? This director’s work is consistently 
good. Check out his work in the Director’s Sec- 
tion at Amoeba. 


ia The Great Gatsby (2013) - 


Directed by Baz Luhrmann 

| know, Baz Luhrmann can be a tad much, and I’m 
actually not a fan, BUT this movie was perfect 
for him. It was all about excess and gorgeous 
people in lavish parties and whatnot. Totally 
worth it in 3D, if you were wondering. Besides, it 
has Leo in it, and this has to be the best way he’s 
made an entrance in any film ever! 


C) Boardwalk Empire: The 
Complete Third Season (2012) 


Season one & two = good. But Season three 
O.M.Gee!! The poo hits the fan big time. It must 


be hard writing a show where people can open 
a history book and find spoilers, but this season 
had me at the edge of my seat. 


CL) Bates Motel: Season One 
(2013) 


Seriously not for the faint of heart. The whole 
season is filled with that eerie sensation of some- 
thing being horribly wrong. It’s tense throughout. 
Vera Farmiga is an amazing actress. | can’t say 
much to not spoil it, but watch it! 


Jimetta Rose — Untitled 
Upcoming Project 

| don’t know if I’m allowed to say specifics about 
this album, but it’s coming out at the end of the 
year. This lady is by far one of the most talented 
people I’ve met, and the work she’s been doing 
on this is something to keep an eye out for. You 
can check her previous albums in the soul sec- 
tion. She’ll win you over. 


Tip: 

You might have heard about Michael Shannon from Man 
of Steel, but if you haven’t, you need to check him out. He 
is this awesome actor who’s been around for a while, but 

| feel like he’s not getting the love he deserves. He even 
has a small role in Groundhog Day.What'’s not to love? 
Nothing! That is the answer. 


RACHAEL 
MCGOVERN 


So much music, 
not nearly enough time. 





Alpine - A Is For Alpine votiy) 

We did a Green Room Session with this Austra- 
lian sextet and | immediately loved the harmo- 
nies of their two female lead singers. The songs 
are poppy and catchy, but sort of sparkling, deli- 
cate, and ethereal at the same time. Check out 
the video on Amoeba.com to see what I’m talk- 
ing about, but then be sure to listen to the album 
to hear the full production. 


Toro y Moi — Anything In 
Return (CARPARK) 

This came out in January so it’s a bit of an older 
release, but some of the songs on here, particu- 
larly “Say That,’ still make me incredibly happy. 


Jessie Ware — Devotion 
(INTERSCOPE RECORDS) 

The US debut from British singer Jessie Ware is 
sexy, soulful, and glossy (| mean that in the best 


possible way). The songs incorporate elements 
from pop, electronic, and R&B, which | love and 
appreciate. And let’s not forget her gorgeous 
voice. It sounds like the perfect vocal companion 
to big electronic production, which apparently 
she did, collaborating with SBTRKT and others 
before releasing her solo album. 


Mayer Hawthorne -— 


Where Does This Door Go 
(UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 

Read Monalisa’s review. She says it way better 
than | could. Here’s a preview: blue-eyed soul 
and Steely Dan. 


Classixx — Hanging Gardens 
(INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 

Local Los Angeles production/D] duo who ask, 
“Do you like bass?” The answer is a resound- 


ing yes. 


Disclosure — Settle 

(INTERSCOPE RECORDS) 

British electronic duo consisting of two broth- 
ers and a handful of guest vocalists including 
Jessie Ware and Ed Macfarlane of Friendly Fires. 
My curiosity was piqued with the Friendly Fires 
connection, but the rest of the album was just as 
good. In fact, it’s one of the few recent releases 
where, upon hearing it in the store, | had to stop 
and find out who it was.At times the songs are 
silky and dreamy, at other times dancetastic. | 
dig it a lot. 
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EL 
UR 


VCDs WMMOVIES 
VVINYL WBOOKS 
VVIDEO GAMES 


Trade up from CDs to Vinyl and 


DVDs to Blu-ray or allow us to pay 
you cash for your unwanted items! 
We make house calls for 
large collections! 


For more info, check out 
Amoeba.com/sellstuff 
or call your local Amoeba! 


BERKELEY - 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE - (510) 549-1125 
SAN FRANCISCO - 1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415) 831-1200 
HOLLYWOOD - 6400 SUNSET BOULEVARD - (323) 245-6400 


AMOEBA.COM/SELLSTUFF 


COLLECTIONS@AMOEBA.COM 
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Justin Timberlake - 


The 20/20 Experience 

(RCA) 

This one took a while to grow on me. Initially | 
was put off by the lack of bangers on the album 
and how nearly every song was about being in 
love and getting married. But then | got over my- 
self. The two tracks on the deluxe edition helped 
take the edge off the saccharine sweetness of 
the previous 10 or || love songs and also satis- 
fied my craving for a few bangers. I’m hoping that 
The 20/20 Experience Part 2 (which isn’t out yet 
as I’m writing this) has some dancier songs on it. 
Fingers crossed. 


ia The Way, Way Back (2013) - 
Directed by Nat Faxon, 
Jim Rash 


My favorite movie of the year so far. Fantastic 
cast including Steve Carell, Alison Janney, Toni 
Collette, and Sam Rockwell, with the young male 
actor, Liam James, in every scene. 


Tip: 
Check out “What’s In My Bag?” on Amoeba.com for 
glimpses into your favorite artist’s shopping bag. 


KAREN 


the safest place in the world 
is the space between the notes. 


Valerie June — Pushin’ Against 
A Stone (CONCORD) 

“Organic moonshine roots music” is how she 
describes it.With Memphis Blues laced through 
the rural Tennessee mountain twang, this 
record has a bucketful of roots to draw from. 
Her distinctive voice is what grabs me. Plaintive 
but soulful. 


Booker T —Sound The Alarm 
(CONCORD JAZZ) 

I’m not usually a big fan of the “guest stars” and 
the track-by-track cameos on records. But ... 
this is BOOKER, after all. And he has such a 
flavor and such a soul, that it somehow works. 
Features Shiela E, Poncho Sanchez, as well as 
Mayer Hawthorne, Gary Clark, Jr. and a slew of 
others. 


Standout tracks: “Gently” with Anthony Ham- 
iiton and “Austin City Blues” which harkens 
back to the early STAX days and the M.G’s. 
It definitely grooves. 


Deafhaven — “Dream House” 
(DEATHWISH INC.) 
Ambient metal? Hell yeah! Love it. a LOT. 


Fuck Buttons — Slow Focus 

(ATP RECORDINGS) 

Throbbing, itchy, exhilarating experimental 
music that invites you in to another place 
entirely. Soothing and expansive. Close your 
eyes and jump in. 


Chucho Valdes & 
The Afro-Cuban Mesengers - 


Border Free (JAZZVILLAGE) 

One of the most imposing figures in American 
Jazz today. Not just because of his 6 and a half 
foot frame, but because of his magic fingers and 
infinite grace. He is as fierce as McCoy Tyner and 
as lyrical and playful as Oscar Peterson — and 
he brings his own charisma to every piece. 
Multi-layers of Blues, Cuban rhythms, Be-bop 
jazz and...West African chants. 


The Civil Wars -—The Civil Wars 
(COLUMBIA) 

Produced by Charlie Peacock, this is a swooning 
immensely listenable record from the harmonic 
duo whose voices sound like butter sliding 
down a hot biscuit. These guys have perfected 
the sweet and melancholy darkness. This record 
is minimalist in spirit, but textured nonetheless, 
the acoustic instrumentation weaves through it, 
but it is their voices that layer and dovetail so 
naturally. 
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Patty Griffin — American Kid 
(NEW WEST) 

One of the more original songwriters out 
there, Patty Griffin is always the wordsmith. Her 
newest record seems like a quilt she has pieced 
together with memories and laments as well 
as tributes and foot-stomping fun .The North 
Mississippi Allstars jump in, as well as Robert 
Plant’s understated contributions.And as always, 
she shows us deep despair as well as a joyful 
noise. 


Buika — La Noche Mas Larga 
(WARNER) 

A jazzy-Flamenco-African mixture. Her voice is 
earthy and husky, but there is still a silky beauty. 
Like a complex red wine, or a Toni Morrison 
novel, it may be difficult at first, but once you 
yield to it — immerse yourself in it — you begin to 
understand. ..and finally, you are SO glad you did. 


Myron & E —- Broadway 

(STONES THROVWV) 

Stones Throw brings it again, with some brand 
new “vintage soul”. Good times, good stuff. Get 
up and D-A-N-C-E! 


Dub Club — Foundation Come 
Again (STONES THROW) 

Speaking of Stones Throw, another gem! A 
scorching collection of dub/reggae tracks, re- 
corded over the last few years in Jamaica and 
Los Angeles by Jamaican sound system legends. 
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Orchestre Poly-Rythmo 
de Cotonou - Volume 3: 
The Skeletal Essences of 


Afro Funk 1969-1980 

(ANALOG AFRICA) 

DAMN !!!! Funky to another dimension. Analog 
Africa does it again. Love the photos too... 


Macklemore & Ryan Lewis - 


The Heist (MACKLEMORE) 

| get oddly reassured and challenged by the 
voices of the kids: Earl Sweatshirt, Macklemore, 
and the rest. Mostly reassured. That they still 
play with and honor words, and can SAY what 
they feel and are not afraid to speak it. Pretty 
good beats too. :) 


Pokey LaFarge — Pokey LaFarge 
(FAT POSSUM) 

| mean ... his name is POKEY LAFARGE. right? 
Old-timey and fun. Signed up by Third Man 
Records so keep an eye out. 


Mean Lady — Love Now 

Inide-pop from Fat Possum Records? That’s 
crazy. But it is charming and thick with hooks as 
well as groovy vocals. check it. 


The Stepkids — Troubadour 
(STONES THROVWV) 

Love this record ... lore and legend and elec- 
tronic amalgamations. i don’t understand it, but 
i kinda love it. 


Superhumanoids — 


Exhibitionists (INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 

It’s no secret i like the Pop music! Where would 
any of us be without it? Hazy, LA glimmer laced 
with sticky R&B roots, this is a dreamy hidden 
gem — check it out. 


Julianna Barwick —Nepenthe 
(DEAD OCEANS) 

Loops and layers and Greek literature. 
Awesome! 


Forest Swords — Engravings 
(TRIANGLE) 

Bleak-psych, but with release. It grows and builds 
and circles back again. Haunting and engaging. 


Mood Rings — VPI Harmony 
(MEXICAN SUMMER) 

Mopey Atlanta Shoegaze dream pop. If you're 
into that sort of thing. 


eee’ 


AARNE 


Washed Out — Paracsom 
(SUB POP) 
Guilty pleasure? Maybe. But still... 


Disclosure — Settle (INTERSCOPE) 
It’s got the groove you need ... and it introduced 
me to AlunaGeorge. Dance your ass off ! 


Boardwalk — Boardwalk 
It’s SO...pretty. Sweetly floaty and ... Addictive. 


Half Moon Run -—- Dark Eyes 
(GLASSNOTE) 

Harmonies galore. reminiscent of Fleet Foxes 
or Band of Horses, but with a sparse-emo vibe. 
Slippery and provocative. 


Pat Metheny -— TAP (1ZaApik) 

My list would never be complete without a 
Tzadik issue. | love the spirit and intensity 
(and passion) that John Zorn puts into EVERY 
release he does on his label. And Pat Metheny is 
one of the unsung heroes of experimental and 
innovative boundary-pushing with regard to 
soundscapes (really, he is). The Masada Songbook 
is one i have followed from the beginning, and 
i look forward to every chapter. Soulful and 
adventurous. Turn it up REALLY LOUD. and let 
it take you away... 


Paul Nicoll — Perfect Peace 
i can’t say enough about his voice ... like 
weathered tarpaper and honey-drenched dusk. 


, 


And in the “not perfect, but worth a _ listen’ 
category: 


Earl Sweatshirt — Doris 
(COLUMBIA) 

The crowned prince of Hip-Hop Mumblecore, 
from the Odd Future crew, this kid brings a 
reflective honesty. Wriggling under the weight 
of being called “the voice of a generation” 
and shedding some of the theatrics and shock 
value, it FEELS like he is speaking truths for 
himself and the listeners. No matter what the 
music or the genre, it is all about the voice. A 
distinctive voice with something to say musically 
and emotionally. 


Plus, if no one has told you yet, you HAVE to hear: 
Kurt Vile 

Savages 

The Knife 

Cyclist 


. and see 20 Feet From Stardom! 
Definitely do yourself a favor and see this movie. 
Merry Clayton, Lisa Fischer and all the unsung 
heroes who make the “star” look and sound 
good ... from right there in the shadows. 


Tips: 

Favorite moments at Amoeba this year? Charles Bradley 
writhing and gyrating with his midriff and creased face of 
kindness and emotion...while hundreds of people nodded 
and swayed and were SO happy to be in the presence of 
energy and inspiration. 


Check out the BOOK SECTIONS! they are truly amazing 
and you can find some great reads and wonderful 
out-of-print art and photography books on the cheap... 
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AN oyical hand of Music 


TRAVIS 
10/4 - The Wiltern 


DAUGHTER 
10/8 - The Wiltern 


WALK THE MOON 
10/18 - Hollywood Palladium 


EDWARD SHARPE 

& THE MAGNETIC ZEROS 
Big Top 

10/17-20 - Los Angeles State 
Historic Park 


JUNIP 


10/20 - Belasco Theater 


ANIMAL CO LLE iC q| TIVE 


10/28 - Hollywood /f 
Palladium 


BONOBO 
10/28- The Wiltern 


FATHER JOHN MISTY 
11/2 - The Wiltern 


ATLAS GENIUS 
11/6 - The Wiltern 


LAMB OF GOD 
KILLSWITCH ENGAGE 
11/8 - Hollywood Palladium 


TORO Y MOI 
11/16 - Wiltern 
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RUSKO —it™ 
11/29 - Hollywood Palladium 
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fe mist AMOEBA.COM 


Try it! 


DIGITAL DOWNLOADS 

NEIW, USED & COLLECTIBLE 

DIGITIZED “VINYL VAULTS" 

"WHAT'S IN MY BAG" VIDEO INTERVIEWS 
LIVE SHOW VIDEOS, CONTESTS & REVIEWS 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING 
ON MUSIC & MOVIES IN THE U.S. 


VISIT ALL OF OUR STORES! 


HOLLYWOOD SAN FRANCISCO BERKELEY 
G400 SUNSET BOULEVARD  1855HAIGHTSTREET 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE 
(328) 245-6400 (415) 831-1200 (510) 549-1125 


